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    In This Issue    A Publication of Solon United Methodist Church  

“Where two or three or more are gathered, 

there am I in the midst of them.” 

Matthew 18:20 
 

SUMC BEHAVIORAL COVENANT 

For the Faith Community - Members, Leaders, Committees, Staff 
 

We are a church of Christ, and just as we are loved by God, we are called to love one an-
other. As a congregation, we share with each other our joys and our sorrows, our gifts 
and our time. We recognize however, that all communities encounter disagreements and 
passionate differences, therefore this covenant encourages us to act as Christ taught us, 
whether in harmony or in disagreement. 

   The following principles are to guide us in: sharing information, setting priorities, mak-
ing decisions, exercising leadership, addressing complaints, and resolving conflict: 

 To appreciate and respect each other as individuals loved by God, listening with an 
open, nonjudgmental mind to the words, concerns, and ideas of others. 

 To be open to new learning from various perspectives; we are never too young or 
too old to be able to see a different point of view. 

 To be aware of the sensitive nature of some discussions, and that individuals have 
different comfort levels for discussing some topics. To embrace our differences and ex-
pect disagreement as normal and natural, realizing that conflict is expected and can be 
healthy. 

 To accept that at times what is best for the church overall, might not be consistent 
with my personal preferences, but that the course of action becomes the whole church’s 
decision. 

 To seek conflict resolution by first personally addressing the issue with the other per-
son(s). If a solution cannot be reached, next, include a neutral third party.  If at this point, 
resolution is not obtained, congregational leaders should be consulted. (Matthew 18:15-
17) 

To treat all forms of electronic media with the same degree of respect as face-to-face 
conversation. 

WE PLEDGE TO SUPPORT EACH OTHER IN OUR FAITH JOURNEYS 

WITH HONESTY, KINDNESS, AND RESPECT. 

                                                                                         ADOPTED 1/17/2017 

In our work and conversations as members of SUMC we realize that even in the church 
there can be conflict, disagreements, and misunderstandings.  As part of the Healthy 
Church Initiative the church council prayerfully addressed this, and adopted the following  
covenant of guidelines for loving relationships and values to guide our ministry.  



 

 

 

Today some argue that religious leaders should keep out of poli-
tics.  There is no need for a preacher to address political events and 
no reason for a church to comment on the policies of a Presi-
dent.  However, throughout the Christian scriptures we find prophets 
and Jesus addressing the leaders of their time. Prophets were ex-
pected to address the king and hold up the standards of God’s cove-
nant, and Jesus likewise faced head on the leaders of his day.  
  

We could learn a great deal from looking at one parable Jesus told of 
a persistent widow: 
            [Jesus] said,“In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor had respect for people.  In that city there was a widow 
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’  For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she 
may not wear me out by continually coming.’” (Luke 18:2-5 NRSV 
translation) 
  

Persistent may be an understatement for the actions of this wid-
ow.  She certainly doesn’t let up on the judge continually asking him, 
“Grant me justice against my opponent.” The Greek verb for the 
judge’s words, “may not wear me out” is a word that was used to 
describe the blows of a boxer.  The widow’s words are as pummeling 
as a boxer’s punch to this judge.  This widow is one tough cookie.  She 
is not leaving this up to private prayer time, but she is putting her 
prayers into public action.  She is willing to go toe-to-toe with a 
judge.  The parable is not only about persistence in one's prayer life, 
but persistence in public life as well. The example of the persistent 
widow calls us to be involved in prayer and in the public life of poli-
tics.  We need to be intentional in prayer and we need our prayers to 
direct us toward action, even political action. 

  

Some believe the church should not speak to issues of politics and 
others act as if there is nothing we can do to bring about God’s king-
dom here on earth.  Folks are dropping out of involvement in civic 
and religious life believing their involvement means very little. The 
fact is many are not even willing to show up.  Show up at the polls, at 
parent-teacher conferences or at church.  At some point we may even 
give up praying. 
  

When we feel that our government or public officials are not acting 
justly what should be our response?  One way is to be persistent in 
our prayers to God, but do we stop there?  There is also a call for 
action.  We must work to change the structures of our world that 
create injustice.  The parable of the widow guides us to under-
standing the payoff of persistence.  It requires us to be intentional 
and to be curious.  In this parable Jesus is calling to his followers to 
bring about the kingdom of God. Will they be willing to follow the 
lead of the persistent widow? 

 

 

 

 



 

  

February 5, 2017 Communion 

Scripture: Luke 8:4-15 

Message: The Sower- 

Parable of the Seed 

 

 
  

February 12, 2017 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

Message: The Sower (part 2)- 

Parable of the Soil 

 

  
 

February 19, 2017 

Scripture: Luke 15:3-10 

Message: Lost Stories 

 

 

  

February 26, 2017 

Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 

Message: The Forgiving 

  
 

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

 

UMW will kick off the 2017 year on February 1st.  All women    
are invited.  (see more info and invitation on page 5.)  Our 
programming focus this year is "A Call to Community."  Verlee 
will share the program Pledge to Mission Service 2017 with us.  
Hostesses are Connie Koeppen and Alice Mally.  Cookies for 
Bingo at the Care Center on Feb. 9th will be provided by Jeanne 
Erhart and Alice Mally.  If you haven't picked up your 2017 
program brochure, please do so from the UMW mailbox in the 
hallway.   

 

The Methodist Men’s Annual Soup Supper will be Friday, Feb. 24        
from 5–7pm.  Live entertainment by Leo Shima. (see flyer pg 5)  

Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family Life Cen-
ter (except Feb 4—see pg 9). The SUMC men are studying the 
Bible.  Interested? -  call Mike Turner at (319)624-2061. 

Faith & Fun!: Friday, February 10, 6:30-9:00 p.m. - Come  

in from the cold and enjoy a warm evening with friends and   
neighbors!  Hosts are Brian & Emily Fitzpatrick - 207 Windflow-
er Lane, Solon.  From 7:00-8:30 there will be a LuLaRoe 
"Simply Comfortable" clothing party for the ladies!   
See you there!   
Contact:  Emily Fitzpatrick (elle_incarnate@yahoo.com ) 
 

 
C3 (Crafts, creativity, and Christ)  
 

Please join the C3's Group on Thursday, February 2 at  6:30 
in Fellowship Hall for some decorating fun with Japanese 
Washi tape!  Contact Karen McGill or Emily Fitzpatrick for more 
details, or see the flyer posted on the door to fellowship hall.    
(and more below)  Rumor has it that there may also be some  
Scrapbooking planned for a Saturday in February.     
Questions-Contact: Karen McGill kmcgill787@gmail.com 

Simply Relevant:  
 

We have been reading “Great Day, Every Day” by Max  
Lucado. We have been challenging ourselves to do the 
daily devotions, and we look forward to meeting each week 
for an hour of sharing and uplifting inspiration that fuels our 
week.  We are exploring what could be the next book to 
read and it sounds like the group would like to do a Lenten 
study—stay tuned for details.  We continue to meet week-
ly on Monday nights at 7pm in the choir loft. We will also be 
renaming the group, so please speak up if you have any 
great ideas.   
 
If you would like more information on our group, 
please Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.   

 

Washi tape will be provided.  Just bring 

something with a flat surface to deco-

rate!  Some ideas are small wooden boxes 

(I recently found one in the Clearance aisle 

at Hobby Lobby!), bulletin boards, side ta-

bles, round step stools, and picture 

frames.  Goodwill or other thrift stores 

would likely have something inexpensive 

and effective that would be fun to decorate.  

Just about anything that has a flat surface 

and just needs a bit of sprucing up with a 

fun pop of color!    Let your creativity shine! 

Washi Tape Projects: 

mailto:elle_incarnate@yahoo.com
mailto:kmcgill787@gmail.com
mailto:blighty@solon.k12.ia.us


 

 

                                   Men’s Soup Supper   
From its start, the Soup Supper has been a project of the men of the church, 
always their domain, and with a little help from their friends.  But the women 
had, and still have most of the responsibility for the chicken and noodles, and 
the fresh baked pies. It was said that early on, some of the men weren’t so big 
on church attendance, but could always be counted on to help with the Oys-
ter Soup Supper, and a good time was always had by all. 

 Originally, the date was set so that Catholics in the community could attend 
before the Lenten season arrived, and was often held around Valentine’s Day. 
The supper still is held in very early spring, and the weather, more often than 
not, a contender in the profit and loss statement. Proceeds from the early 
soup suppers were used to pay for fuel oil that ran the church furnace. 

The first Soup Supper originated in the 1930’s, during a troubled financial 
time for the country, and locally as well. It likely had a twofold purpose: to 
raise money for the sparse budget, and to create a time to gather for an inex-
pensive meal, discuss the economy, recent bank foreclosures, and the next 
farm sale. The venture was an unqualified success, and was soon an annual 
affair. To this day, those in the Solon community meet over Oyster Soup, 
Chicken and Noodles, and a slice of homemade Methodist Church pie to dis-
cuss the world’s happenings and recent local events.  

The menu for the meal was, and still remains simple, with each dining table 
having salt and pepper, a bowl of Oyster crackers, and a relish tray of carrots and celery. In the early days, the soups 
were made in large enamel kettles in the tiny kitchen adjacent to the multipurpose space, where the choir now sits. In its 
early days, Deyo Looney contributed the oysters for the soup, and after Deyo’s passing, his daughter Doris continued the 
tradition.  In the early church, Rita Randle Brannaman remembered that, in order to accommodate more seating, extra 
tables were made by laying various-sized planks on saw horses, then placed in the sanctuary between the altar and 
church pews.  

Marguerite Beranek was often in charge of dishing up and serving the pies, and was remembered to say, “Push the 
Pumpkin!” Other individuals active in the 1950’s and 60’s were: Eddie Kasparek, Fred Beranek, Ray Buchmayer, Eddie 
Ulch, Marie Buline and Marie Kroul. Caroline Brumwell and Marguerite Beranek were among those who contributed 
homemade noodles, and it was told that if you visited one of their homes during the week of the noodle making, you 
would find homemade noodles drying on the kitchen and dining room tables, and spare bed tops.    
                         (From our Church History—Barb Kalm) 

Thank you for your interest in Solon United 
Methodist Women.  We welcome you to join 
our group. We have been in existence since 
1878, first as the Ladies Guild, then the WSCS, 
and now the UMW. 

We meet the first Wednesday of the month starting in 
February in the Fellowship Hall at 1:30.  Each get together 
includes a business meeting, followed by a short program, 
presented by a member or a guest speaker, and refresh-
ments lasting 2- 2 ½ hours, depending if we work on a mis-
sion project afterwards.     

  We have recently experimented with a morning work-
shop, and anticipate scheduling one or more of these per 
year. 

The summer months provide us with a couple of fun activ-
ities.  June’s brunch is always filled with lots of excellent food 
and fellowship, and held in the home of a member. July finds 
us road tripping to some interesting place in our corridor ar-
ea. We do not meet in August. 

We end our year with a Christmas potluck.  At this time 
we support one of the various Xmas projects available in the 
Iowa City/Cedar Rapids area. 

 

The second Thursday of each month we assist with Bingo 
at the Solon Retirement Village.  Two of us provide cookies 
for refreshments after bingo, and every other month the 
group provides treats for the prizes. 

Mission projects are an integral part of our organization.  
These may have a local, district or worldwide focus.  Some of 
our recent projects have been school kits, school bags, pil-
lows for the American Cancer Society and birthing kits. 

In order to fund our endeavors we have a Pledge to Mis-
sions yearly in February, with a suggested minimum individu-
al pledge of $20.  Of this, $4 per member goes to Iowa Mis-
sion Projects.  These projects are Bidwell-Riverside, Shesler 
Hall, Hawthorn Hill, and Mission U. The remainder goes to 
defray expenses on the national, state and local level, as well 
as support other mission projects. Collections are also taken 
in March for a Call to Prayer and Self Denial and in October 
for a World Thank Offering.  For our birthday we give what-
ever amount we wish. 

We welcome any questions, or if you are interested in 
joining our group, please feel free to contact any UMW 
officer or the church office. 

  Who Are the United Methodist Women?   



 

 
 

When:  February 26th, at 9am 
Where: Pre-K thru High School   
                Sunday school rooms 
What to Bring: Any school supplies you'd  
  like to donate- glue sticks, markers,          
  crayons, construction paper, etc. 
 

Adults - ever wonder why the kids are    
so excited to come to Sunday school?  
Or how they make those cool crafts?  
Or how to get a hold of some tasty 
snacks? 
Now is your chance to find out!   
You are cordially invited to visit our clas-
ses on Sunday, February 26th at 9am.  
We hope to see everyone there...parents, 
grandparents and anyone interested!  
 

 

 

 

In February, the Pre-K thru 4th grade 
classes are learning about The Parables. 
The stories included are: The Sower, The 
Good Samaritan, The Stories of the Lost, 
and The Forgiving Father.  This will wrap 
up our Winter Unit and get us ready for 
Spring!  

You may have noticed the “gift card” display 
in the Narthex — with lavender for girls, teal 
for boys.  On each card you will find a child’s 
name from our Sunday School with their  
address, grade and birthday.  Please pick a 
gift or two from the board and keep this child 
in your prayers throughout the year.  Holi-
days and birthdays are great times to send a 
card and or let them know you’re thinking of 
them and keeping them in your pray-
ers.  Thanks!  If you have any questions 

 

 

    

    It’s official—the new name for the  Wednesday after school program is 
TRAILBLAZERS! Our revamped after school program began January 25, 2017. 
Trailblazers serves children in Kindergarten through 4th Grade on Wednesdays 
in our Family Life Center from 3:30pm to 5:30pm. In our first session we 
talked about God's love, and how we can share His love with others.  The 
children really enjoyed the new location, and rotating through our game, mission, 
snack, and craft stations!   We look forward to more exciting meetings in 
February!  

     We are using a new curriculum entitled Explore LIFE.  Instead of the entire 
group meeting together, we are splitting into smaller (5-8) groups that rotate 
through the activity centers which include:  Craft Corner, Music & More, Games 
Galore, Snack Shack and Mission Possible.  

      We meet with the students in the school gym and we walk together to the 
Family Life Center.  Our activity leaders include Lindy Hopp, Deanna Kleinsmith, 
Carol Richards, Jackie Hammers-Crowell, Natalie Jacobson and Pastor Scott.  
Along with youth leaders Brooke Dvorsky,  Selma Kleinsmith and more. 

     To have your kids a part of this program, pre-registration is required! To 
pick up students from Lakeview Elementary, we need the proper signed 
documentation. Registration forms can be found on the bulletin board by 
fellowship hall or on the website.  You can email your filled out form or drop it off 
at the church.   

    Want to volunteer? Just call the office 624-2288 and let us know if you 
can spare one afternoon per month to help with this after school program.  

 

From the Sunday School bulletin board :                        

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three re-

main: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 

these is love.                                                            

A great message for all seasons! 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Sunday+School+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fHybHccLuPSZnM&tbnid=B5RP-lOVwHragM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nebcministries.org/?cat=366&ei=bv4EUrPSLoXuyQHox4FA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGHYbyQ9LYLUzZhg9


 

   Get Involved…. Be Inspired 
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Director    Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High 
School Youth Director mcatees@soloniaumc.org                                      
stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org   

 

    Sunday, February 5  

  6:30-8:00 pm  
       Topic: Renounce,      

Reject, Repent 

     Sunday, February 12  

     6:30-8:00 pm  
     Topic: Confess 

 

Mentoring  

February 19– April 2   

Meet with Mentors  

one-on-one (5 times) 

 

56 
Ignite 78

 Spark 56 (6:30-8:00 pm) FLC - Led by Sami McAtee/Cash Turner  

 Ignite 78 (6:30-8:00 pm) FLC - Led by Sami McAtee 

              New: Game station—Led by Rick Havel 

 Fired UP! (6:30-8:00 pm) FLC - Led by Jenn Stiegelmeyer  

  

 

 

Are you looking for a great way to celebrate Valentine's with your special 
someone? Please come to our youth group's fabulous candlelight dinner. 
Your evening will entail a four-course gourmet meal, live dinner music, 
babysitting, and post-dinner entertainment. It's a wonderful evening for 
your entire family and helps our youth group go to New Orleans this sum-
mer for their mission trip. 

When: Sunday, February 19th at 6:00 

Where: the SUMC transformed Candlelight Fellowship Hall 

Cost: $65/couple 

Appetizers:Bacon Wrapped Shrimp or Vegetable Stuffed Mush-
rooms 

Salad:Bowl of Romance 

Choice of Entrees:  

Prime Rib with Garlic Mashed Potatoes and Mixed Vegetables 

Maple-Glazed Salmon with Wild Rice and Green Beans 

Cheese Ravioli with Fresh Tomato, Artichoke and Olives 

Dessert: Chocolate Cake for 2 

Please RSVP by February 15th by signing up at the church or contact Jenn 
Stiegelmeyer @  319-331-2052  or stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org with 
your choices of appetizers and entrees along with the names and ages of 
your children if you need babysitters.  

                          Valentine Dinner 

 

 -Money for John-  

Youth, please remember to bring $5-$10 
dollars each month to go toward John, 
the child we sponsor from Tanzania!   If 
we don't keep up on donations, than we 
can’t keep sponsoring him!  

 

-Thanks for the generous,       

anonymous donation of the   

new TV!   It is located in the 

classroom downstairs at the 

FLC. This has helped us     

make our lessons much       

more valuable and accessible! 

 

tel:(319)%20331-2052
mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org


 
 

                                     

    

Apportionments 
Mark Hearn 
Chair, Finance Committee 
 

An important part of the budget of SUMC is apportionments.  This is how the congregations of the United Methodist 
Church work together to financially support the general church.  The amount of apportionments is a responsibility of each 
annual conference. SUMC’s apportionments are determined by the Iowa Annual Conference.  One of the major goals of 
the Finance Committee for 2017 is to again pay our apportionment in full.  Want to learn more about how apportionments 
are used?  Below is the lead paragraph from the Apportioned Funds page of www.umc.org. 
 The main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned funds, a method of giving that pro-

portionally allocates the church-wide budget to conferences and local churches. 
 For United Methodists this method of giving has become a strong, generous tradition. 
 Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference 

ever could hope to do alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the 
church's work. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in the lives of 
God's people. 

 More? Go to: http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/apportioned-funds 
Want to know more about the finances of SUMC?  Come to a Finance Committee Meeting, which are normally the second 
Tuesday of the month, 6:30 PM, in the Fellowship Hall, or call or email me. 
Email: hearnmarks@gmail.com 
Phone: 319-331-6285 

Did you ever want to know, just what is the Church Council all about?  The UMC Book of Discipline states it this way: 

252.1. Purpose - The church council shall provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, outreach, witness, 

and resources in the local church. It shall also provide for the administration of its organization and temporal life. It shall 

envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate the mission and ministry of the church. The church council shall be ame-

nable to and function as the administrative agency of the charge conference  

And less formally our new Church Council Chair is stating some of their responsibility this way:  

Hello, my name is Kim Turner and I have been appointed as the new Church Council Chair for Solon 
United Methodist Church (SUMC).  I would like to thank Rick Havel for the work he has done over the 
last 3 years, in particular with the Healthy Church Initiative.  The Council continues to work toward the 
completion of the prescriptions presented to SUMC and becoming and maintaining a healthy church 
community. 
In February,  the Council will be working on strategic planning.  We will be getting our entire church 
family involved too.  We will be asking you about your hopes and dreams for SUMC and beyond our 
doors.  Your feedback is valued and key to our strategic planning!  On Sunday, February 26th,  we will 
meet from 2-3:30 in Fellowship Hall for strategic planning.  If you have any questions, please let me or 
Pastor Scott know. 
I know I'm excited to hear about your hopes and dreams for our church, our community and our world!  
I can be reached at cashman@southslope.net. 

 Church Council News 

http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/apportioned-funds
mailto:hearnmarks@gmail.com
mailto:cashman@southslope.net


 

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com..   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

Trailblazers—New Year—New Curriculm, 
New Name—Our K-4 Wednesday after 
school program (formerly Club JAM) 
started up again on January 25th, next 
meeting Feb 1.  We are using a new 
curriculum entitled Explore LIFE, new 
name—Trailblazers, new location—
Family Life Center, and new time, we’re 
going a bit longer: to 3:30 to 5:30 pm  
Let us know if you’re interested in help-
ing with this program.   

Communicators Wanted! – Sunday Janu-
ary 22 at 9am -Anyone with good com-
munication skills; social media (twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram, snapchat, blog 
posts ) marketing, writing, calling, visu-
als, IT or able to connect with peo-
ple,  The church needs you.   Please 
meet with us between the early and 
late services, Sunday Jan. 29th, to ex-
plore how your gifts can help! Interest-
ed in learning more - send a note to 
alanharrington48@gmail.com   

UM Men’s Group will be meeting with 
the Catholic Men’s Group at St. Mary’s 
Catholic church Saturday morning,   
February 4, at  6:30 am for breakfast, 
fellowship and devotion.  We hosted 
this at our church in January.  All men 
are invited to attend, but please contact 
Mike Turner or Ron Puettmann by the 
1st so we can provide a count for food.  

Annual Soup Supper—Friday Feb 24th, 5-
7, hosted by the UM Men, with Leo Shi-
ma providing the entertainment. 

C3– coming February 2nd, 6:30, Fellow-
ship Hall - Washi Tape decorating, be 
thinking about something you want to 
decorate in stripes or zig-zags.   Use 
your imagination, create something fun 
for spring or Valentine’s Day. Come join 
us.  Contact Karen McGill or Emily Fitz-
patrick for more info. 

Valentine Dinner, February 19th, hosted 
by the youth which includes a 4-course 
meal, live dinner music, babysitting and 
post-dinner entertainment! (see the 
mouth watering menu and other details 
on the youth page 7). 

Church Directory – it’s been over 3 years 
since we’ve had our pictures taken for 
our church directory.   If you have an 
interest in organizing/planning/
coordinating  for new church directory, 
please let Deb know 319-624-2288 or 
soloniaumc@gmail.com. Life Touch 
Photography does most of the work, 
with some scheduling and organizing 
help from us.     

Bridge Events – over the last year, our 
congregation reached out to the Solon 
Community by providing activities 
(Earth Day, movies, meal, etc.) that 
were “without preaching, pressure and 
pocket book”.   If you’d like to be a part 
of community outreach and help plan/
organize Bridge Events, please contact  
Deb Sheets at soloniaumc@gmail.com  

 
 

Stategic Planning meeting February 22, 
2:00, FH. Let your voice be heard! In 
February,  the Council will be working 
on strategic planning.  We  hope to get 
our entire church family involved, and 
will be asking you about your hopes and 
dreams for SUMC and beyond our 
doors.  Your feedback is valued and key 
to our strategic planning!  On Sunday, 
February 22, we will meet from 2-
3:30 in Fellowship Hall for strategic 
planning. If you have any questions, 
please let Kim Turner or Pastor Scott 
know.  

 Old Gold Diner  dates to remember: 

     February 1—February  Birthday Bash! 

     February  9– foot clinic 

     February  14-Valentine Party—Harmony 
Hawks Quartet entertains. 

 February  14-site council meeting       

     February  15—lunch with 4th graders 

 February  15—Solon Schools—Davis 
Eidahl & Mike Kasparek speak 

     February  20—closed for Presidents Day  
     February  21—City of Solon Rep speaks  
     February  22—Mike Williams entertains 

SUMC Sunday Flowers: Is there a special 
person or day you want to recognize? 
Sign-up for a Sunday on the flower post-
er in the hall or just contact the office  
(319)624-2288.   

Solon UMC Inclement 
Weather Policy 

1- Worship is a very important 
part of the life of our church 
body, so we will make every 
effort to remain open for our 
worship services.  

2- We will always trust you to 
make your own decision about 
getting out and traveling in 
inclement weather.  

3- Just like the school system, we will usually wait until Sunday 
morning to make a decision about any change in our schedule. 

4- We will make a brief assessment of travel conditions 
around the church and the safety of our parking lot and en-
trances. If we cannot assure reasonably safe conditions for 
people to park, enter, and exit our facilities, we will cancel 
services and/or postpone activities. 

5- If there is NO CHANGE to our church schedule, we will 
make NO ANNOUNCEMENT. 

6- If conditions for travel are unsafe early in the morning, they 
are often cleared up by our 10:15 a.m. service time; so as a 
first response, we would cancel Sunday School and may invite 
everyone to come to a 10:15 a.m. “Snow Day Service” led only 
by the pastor. (No ushers, no musicians, no fellowship hosts, 
no lay reader expected) 

7-During the week if school cancels their activities, Solon UMC 
activities will be canceled too. 

8- We will communicate any changes in our church schedule 
by the following means: 

 Television: KCRG Channel 9 is the TV   station cur-
rently set up to announce a schedule change for us.  

 Facebook & website: Facebook and website 
post will be updated. 

mailto:alanharrington48@gmail.com


 

The SPRC’s first meeting of 2017 was held on January 4.  Committee members are Cathy Boggs, Larry Feldkamp, Phil Kakaceck, 
Melissa McCoy, Art McPheron and Sue Wilkinson.  We’ll be meeting the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30. 
  

Some of the main roles of the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) are to encourage, strengthen, nurture, support and    
respect the pastor and staff and their families; to promote unity in the church; and to consult and counsel the pastor and staff 
on the use of the gifts, skills, time and priorities for the demands an effectiveness of the mission and ministry of the congrega-
tion.  There is considerable effort that goes into fulfilling these roles, including reviewing job descriptions, evaluating the pastor 
and staff and making staffing recommendations.  Our committee will be busy! 
  

Please feel free to contact any one of us if you have a question or concern.  We want to hear from you! 
  
Sue Wilkinson 
Chair 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” (Micah 6:8). This guiding scripture is a call to 
action for all people of God. To address this call to 
action, those interested explored the new “Church 

and Society Ministry Team” and their shared inter-
ests on January 24th.   It was a good beginning with 
14 participants!  
We will be holding our next meeting on Tuesday, 
February 28th, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM—in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Pastor Scott will serve communion (an 
open table to all), followed by a meal.  During this 
second meeting we will further explore our mutual 
interests and strategize how best to move for-
ward.  If you are interested in participating in this 
type of ministry, please let Pastor Scott know. 

So, if you would like to help impact our world in pos-

itive ways, this ministry might be calling you.   

Will YOUR answer be, ”Here I am, Lord”? 

 — Missions Committee 

The Missions team would like to welcome our newest 
member Cash Turner. 
 
On Jan. 15th we collected for Human Relations Day. 
On Jan. 29th we promoted “Change A Child’s Story” with         
a children’s sermon and encouragement to record the 
minutes you are reading and donate books or money 
for books. 

Feb. missions:  
In Feb.  - Disability Awareness Sunday 
Feb. 12th - Scout Sunday 
       - - Respectfully submitted by Melody Morris 
 

The Trailblazers are focusing on the Fruits 
of the Spirit, and promoting that we 
donate canned fruit to the food pantry, 
showing us one way to Love our 
neighbors.   



 

Do you have a birthday in this month  but don’t see your birthday listed? Contact 
the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com.  
 

Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your birth year to be able to 
enter in the software. 

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of 
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card 
(located in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you 
would like to add your prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please 
call the church office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request. 

Whetstines lift up Elijah traveling to London 
and Lucas to Cambodia on a Luther college 
exchange program.  

Jo Hunt’s brother, Jim Briar, who is suffering 
with lung cancer and  pneumonia. 

Gene Dunn who passed away 1/28/2017, and 
prayers of support & strength for Irene 
Wears and the rest of his family. 

Prayers of comfort & support for Nadine 
Sojka’s sister Millie coming to terms with 
health decisions.   

Prayers of comfort, strength, & support to 
the Wymer family, in loving memory of 
Tanner. 

Jessica Frerich asking all of us to pray for a 4-
year old Lone Tree boy who’s been suffer-
ing from Leukemia since he was a year old. 

Carolyn Oler hospitalized then moving into 
the care center. 

Jay Proffitt’s sister, Carole Frazee, dealing 
with medical issues.  

 Robin Springer’s friend, Scott, who is battling 
ALS. 

Fred Mally with health struggles. 
 Justin Moore’s great grandmother having 

surgery in Kansas.  
 Continued prayers of recovery for Buck Keith 

who’s recovering at home. 
Ed Haury as he recovers from reconstructive 

ankle surgery. 
Penny Tompkins who fell and injured tendons 

in her knee. 
Jon Lorence recovering from gall bladder sur-

gery. 
Daryl Grecian as he continues with chemo 

treatments. 
Marian Ciha, who passed on Sat., Jan. 21, 

2017, at the SNCC. Memorial services will 
be Feb 1 at Gay & Ciha Funeral Services. 

Joel Johnson who is recovering from hip re-
placement surgery.   

Natalie Jacobson’s uncle dealing with a termi-
nal illness. 

Prayers for our elected officials—may they be 
guided by wisdom. 

Kelly’s mom passed away, prayers for family. 
Clayton Patterson passed away Friday, Janu-

ary 27. 
  
 

Joy for January birthdays! 
Thank you from the crisis center for being a 

tag location for this year’s Project Holiday! 
Thanks to your help 1,724 families were 
able to register for holiday meals.  We ap-
preciate your support and could not have 
done it without you.   

      —Hannah Grahek, The Crisis Center 
 Barnstorrmers 7th grade girls express appre-

ciation for the use your wonderful gym!  -
Coach Jay, Tesla, Deja, Maddie, Elly, Lin-
nea, Makinly, Kaia 

 Thanks to the C3 group for their creativity 
and sharing the flower pens with the 
office.  

 A huge thank you to our armed services peo-
ple.  God bless them and keep them safe.. 

For Grecians as they travel on a cruise! 
Celebration of Solon Center for Arts and So-

lon Archery Team! 
Anna Elizabeth Wymer, daughter of Curtis 

and Sara Wymer was received into holy 
baptism on January 15, 2017.  

Ivy & Jackie traveling to LA in Feb, prayers for 
safe trip & great visits with family/friends.  

Jeanne Bark feeling better and glad to back 
attending church. 

MCATEE, Anna   02/01 

WERNING, Holly  02/01 

HAURY, Denise   02/02 

HAWKS, Landon  02/03 

HEARN, Tina McCoy  02/03 

JEDLICKA, Terri  02/03 

PUETTMANN, Tyler  02/03 

KRAMER, Daniel  02/04 

MOSTROM, Kale  02/04 

MISEL, Kara   02/05 

VINCENT, Dan   02/05 

FELDKAMP, Katie  02/06 

WERNER, Colin  02/06 

KANE, Elijah   02/08 

KANE, Lucas   02/08 

BUMSTED, Collin  02/09 

BUMSTED, Grant  02/09 

HAVEL, Carly   02/09 

KROUL, Elizabeth  02/09 

RECKER, Kera   02/09 

BAILEY, Erika   02/10 

BAILEY, Nick   02/10 

BRUMWELL, Paige  02/10 

FISHER, Lauren  02/10 

HANSEN, Samantha  02/10 

BEHRENDS, Kaleb  02/11 

DONOVAN, Dulce  02/12 

KEITH, Connie   02/13 

LORENZ, Cooper  02/13 

TROYER, Nicholas  02/13 

JACOB, Lori   02/14 

KEELE KOBER, Ethan  02/14 

NIELSEN, Harley  02/14 

JEDLICKA, Charlie  02/15 

MCGILL, Trevor   02/15 

SCHWAB, Dick   02/15 

LORENCE, Jesse  02/16 

HAND, Elizabeth  02/18 

HOY, Becca   02/18 

MISEL, Chris   02/18 

HOPP, Adam   02/19 

ALLEN, Maxon   02/20 

NIELSEN, Hunter  02/22 

HAMMERS-CROWELL, Jackie 02/26 

DRAKE, Valerie   02/27 

STRANG, Courtney  02/27 

ANDERSEN, David  02/28 
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8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship  
9:15 AM —Sunday School 

9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship 
 

Church Phone:  (319) 624-2288 
Address:  122 North West St., Solon, IA  52333 

Church Website:  www.soloniaumc.org 
Church Facebook:  Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa 

Rev. Scott Keele Kober,  Lead Minister 

Deb Sheets, Office Administrator 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries   

Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries  

Jessica Frerich, Director of Music 

Holly Werning, Accompanist 

Mary Kucera,  Director of Hand Bells  

Penny Tompkins, Treasurer 

Jon Lorence, Custodian 

DR Miller, Security  

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation                          

of our world 
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