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 Mental Health Month 
 Did you know that 1 out of every 5 Iowans will experience a 

mental illness this year, but less than half of them will receive 
treatment?   

 Did you know that Iowa ranks last in the country for the     
number of  mental-health hospital beds available? 

  According to the General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist 
Church, mental illness can interfere with our relationships because it can affect the way 
we process information, relate to others, and choose our actions. Mental illnesses often 
are feared in ways that physical illnesses are not. Stigma is the word we use to describe 
expressions of this fear. Many people refuse to talk about what they feel because they 
fear what their friends will think or say. Many hesitate to seek treatment because they 
fear what will appear on their record. Many hesitate to submit to a hospital stay       
because they fear others’ reactions. Even many church members hesitate to bring 
meals to someone who is back from a mental-health hospital stay because they are  
uncertain about what to say or do. 

    United Methodists around the world are called to join the Caring Communities         
program—congregations and communities in covenant relationship with persons with 
mental illness and their families.  Throughout the month of May, our SUMC Church and 
Society Ministry Team will be showcasing mental health challenges and resources in 
support of Mental Health Month.   

  In particular, we would like to encourage everyone to show their support for mental 
health awareness by participating in (and/or making a donation to) the 2017 NAMI 
Walks on Saturday, May 6.  NAMI Johnson County, is the local affiliate of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. Its educational programs and classes provide information 
about illnesses, symptoms, treatment options, and available services for those living 
with a mental illness, as well as for those with whom they live and work. It also          

advocates for access to services, treatment, support, 
and research. This important work is supported, in 
part, by the funds raised during the annual walk, 
which is being held this year at the Terry Trueblood 
Recreation Area in Iowa City.  Please carefully         
consider how you might show your support for this 
incredibly valuable resource.   

To find out more information—or to make a dona-
tion—please go to https://namijc.org/nami-johnson-

county-walk/  If you are interested in joining the SUMC team (the SUMC Wesley Walk-
ers) please contact Kris Frisbie at  krisfrisbie@southslope.net (or 624-6024). 

https://namijc.org/nami-johnson-county-walk/
https://namijc.org/nami-johnson-county-walk/
mailto:krisfrisbie@southslope.net


 

 

  
 

May 7, 2017 Communion 
Scripture: John 10:1-10 

Message by Rev. Dennis Gilbert 

Music: Chancel Choir  
 
 
  

May 14, 2017 
Scripture: John 14:1-14 

Message: Way, Truth and Life 

Music:  Youth Bells (8:00)  
 Celebration Bells (10:15) 

 
 
  

May 21, 2017 Graduation Sunday 
Scripture: John 14:15-21 
Message: An Advocate 

Music: Celebration Bells (8:00) 
 Chancel Choir (10:15) 

 
 
  

May 28, 2017 
Scripture: John 17:1-11 

Message: Jesus’ Farewell Prayer 

 Music: ? - (could it be you ?) 
 

 

Nursery is available every Sunday from 8:00—11:15 am for children infant to 

age 5 in the lower level of the church by trained paid staff. 

    It is May!  Around the church it will be a for honoring mothers and a time 
for honoring graduates.  It is a time to celebrate the home a mother can help 
shape, and a time to honor those who will begin the transition of leaving 
home.   

Over the years I have heard a variety of leaving home stories like these:   

 He called home two weeks later saying, “Come and get me!”  

 She left home easily never looking back. She was relieved to escape a 
place she realized was never really a home. 

 He kept reminding himself this was only temporary, and so it was. He 
went home every weekend, called on the phone daily and later trans-
ferred to a college closer to home. 

 She delayed the grieving of leaving home until out of college and in her 
first apartment she felt utterly alone. 

    Leaving home is a part of the process of growing up, moving from child-
hood to adulthood.  In some ways we are all of us still dealing with leaving 
home, stumbling our way toward adulthood.  It is hard to grow up and it is 
hard to watch as others stumble into adulthood, but as Jesus guided, “finding 
ourselves comes by way of losing ourselves” (Luke 17:33). 

    Here is a fabulous quote from Dorothy Canfield Fisher that sums up this 
season for me, “A mother is not a person to lean on, but a person to 
make leaning unnecessary.”  

    Sometimes we need to let 
others lean on us, but we should 
never continue to be their crutch 
for longer than they need.  It is 
my prayer that each of us will 
come to a time when the leaning 
becomes unnecessary, and that 
the church will always be a 
place of homecoming where we 
can find others to lean on in 
times of need. 

    Blessings, 
 

April  Worship Attendance 

      8:00            10:15       Total 

 April 2    49          88  137 

 April 9       68  131        199 

 April 13    (Maundy Thurs)    38          38 

 April 16      145           140  167        452  

 April 23              59  175        234 

 April 30              88    68        156 

May, A time for Honoring Mothers and Graduates 

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

   Confirmand      
Ben Cusick   
Zoii Frey-Jacobson 
Bo Janssen 
Jude Johnson 
Selma Kleinsmith 
Cassandra McPheron 
Addison Owen 
Brayden Rickertsen 
Jackson Ryan 
Westen Stiegelmeyer 
Ethan Swan 
Jake VanRoekel 
   
Leah Woessner 

        Parents 
Kori & Lee Cusick 
Natalie & Ben Jacobson  
Brian & Angela Janssen  
Joel & Natalie Johnson 
Hal & Deanna Kleinsmith 
Art & Tanya McPheron 
Lisa & Jason Owen 
Jess & Tiffany Rickertsen 
Justin & Tonia Ryan 
Scott & Jenn Stiegelmeyer 
Jeff & Gretchen Swan 
Tally Hempy &  
     David VanRoekel  
Dan & Julia Woessner   

                            Know Your Story… 
                                                 Confirm your faith,  
                                                                          Live Your Commitment   

    On April 23rd we celebrated an                 
important moment in the faith  journey 
of thirteen youth in our church.        
Confirmation is not just a one time 
event, it’s one step in a life long adven-
ture of  faith.    

 

    Remember these confirmands as the 
newest  members of our congregation.   
     

As a reminder of our commitment: 
   

    We give thanks for all that God has   
already given us. As members of the 
body of Christ and in this congregation 
of The United Methodist Church, 
we will faithfully participate in the   
ministries of the church by our prayers, 
our presence, our gifts, our service, and 
our witness,  that in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  

  

       Coming up May 21 

         — Graduation Sunday    

We will be celebrating with our 2017 Graduates.  Come share 

and encourage them as they celebrate their accomplishments 

and look toward the next  chapter in their lives.  

       Celebrating with our Youth! 



 

 

 

Thank you to all who were able to join us for the Easter breakfast. 

Your participation, offering of baked goods, and monetary contribu-
tions were very much appreciated. And a special thanks to those 
who helped prepare, serve, & clean up in the kitchen and fellowship 
hall.  It was indeed a wonderful day to celebrate & share the news 
of the resurrection of our Lord & Savior. Blessings,  Phil K 

Our men’s group meets every Saturday morning at 6:00 am 
at the Family Life Center.  Contact Mike Turner at 624-2061 
for more information.    

UMW meets May 3 at 1:30 pm.  Nadine will present the 
program: Mothers in Action.  Hostesses are Yvonne and 
Phyllis. On May 11 UMW host SNCC Bingo with Betty and 
Bess providing cookies and Connie Koeppen brings prizes.    

Our April work day was so successful that we finished 
stuffing all the heart pillows stuffed and even had time to 
make some nightshirts.  Our next work day is May 9th, 10-
2, when we’ll stitch up the opening on those pillows and 
maybe some other projects.   

Mark your calendars for our annual brunch 
which will be June 22—Helen Proffits' home. 

   

C3:   April 30 between services from 9:00 to 10:15 AM - we 

are  filling  the  May Day baskets  we  made  on  April 6th so  
please  come  since  many  hands make light work.  Please   
bring  popcorn and wrapped candy, the rest will be supplied.  

   Also ending April 30 is the drive to stuff the bus for May    
baskets  for  the  Homeless.  Waypoint  in  Cedar Rapids is    
leading this and items can be dropped off in the Fellowship 
Hall near the food drop off point by the stairs and we will get 
these  items to  Waypoint.  Items  needed  are  shampoo,        
conditioner. deodorant, razors, body wash, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, bar soap, tampons, baby wipes, diapers, baby   
lotion. baby wash, toilet paper, and nonperishable food 
items.  The travel sized bottles from hotel stays are great to 
donate! 

For May: 

Join C3 for our monthly craft workshop Thursday, May  
4th at 6:30 p.m.  - we are decorating PRAYER JOURNALS.         

   Please bring a composition sized notebook or other journal 
to decorate, paper cutter, double sided tape or glue sticks.  If 
you have additional notebooks or journals, please bring them 
to make extras for yourself or to donate.  It is also time to plan 
out our next 6 months of events which will take us from June 
thru November.   Be thinking about what you would like to do 
in the next couple of months.  We may want to work with the        
organizers of Vacation Bible school to see what needs they 
have and I hope to have the information to share with you at 
the May 4th meeting. Vacation Bible school is July 31 to Aug 
4th from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM this year.   

We meeting in the Fellowship Hall at SUMC at 6:30 PM the 
first Thursday of the month.  Everyone is welcome so if you 
have friends or family that you want to invite, please do so.  

Sisters of Strength (S.O.S.):  
   

In April SOS met to plan for their next meetings, but they 
went crazy and planned for the whole year!  Thanks to 
everyone for bringing so many great suggestions for study.   

The following are the dates and studies we have planned. 

April 24-May 8: “Character” by Bill Hybers 

May15:Meet for dinner and socializing—no study, just fun!  

June 5-July 17:  “Fearless” by Max Lucado 

August 21-October 30:  “Ten Women of the Bible” by 
Max Lucado 

November 6-December 4: “Not A Silent Night” by Adam 
Hamilton 

January 8-February 12: “Unclued” by Lysa Terkaurst 

February 19-March 26: “ Women On The Way” by Kevin 
Scully 

These studies will take us up to Easter of 2018. There are 
a few weeks in May, July/August and December that we 
will take a break and not plan to meet.  

We will be ordering 10 copies of all these books to have 
available.   

We continue to meet weekly on Monday nights at 7pm in 
the choir loft.  

For more information on our group, or to express your 
ideas Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.   

mailto:blighty@solon.k12.ia.us


 

 

 

Let’s Clean Up Our 2-mile Stretch of Hwy 1  

The Adopt a Highway (AAH) program allows our church a way to transform our world. 
AAH activities reduce litter along highways, enhance the environment, beautify      
roadsides, and build community support for anti-litter and highway beautification      
programs. New ideas on how to beautify our roadsides are encouraged. 

On Sunday, April 30th at 1:00 pm meet in the Family Life Center parking lot to carpool. 
We will work till 3:00 pm.  To find out more, call 624-2288.   

Rain date May 7th. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the month of April we had a Shower for our church,  and the gifts really poured in!   
You filled two tables in the fellowship hall with  

Kitchen/Fellowship Supplies:  Coffee, Lemonade, all kinds of paper products   
as well as Office Supplies and some Sunday School Supplies, too. 

Thanks to ALL! 

   

We concentrated our 
efforts on the outside—
weeding, planting,     
mulching!  

Check out the Gardens! 

Church Work Day  

    was Saturday April 22.   

 It was a beautiful day!  



 

The Soul Patrol Pre-K thru 6th grade singers blessed us on 
Easter Sunday with two songs, Alleluia! Christ is Risen! and  
Alleluia! Christ the Lord is Risen!  Their smiling faces and  
sweet voices were a perfect addition to the Easter celebra-
tion!  Our Sunday school year is coming to a close, with our  
last day being May 7th.  We will celebrate with a Breakfast   
Party to wrap up a fun year!   

A BIG Note of THANKS to our fantastic Sunday 

School teachers!  Your investment of time and talent to our kids 
is greatly appreciated!  If you see any of these people, please 

give them a big thank you! 

 Jay and Helen Proffitt 

 Alice Mally and Jen Hawks 

 Mike and Amanda Kleppe 

 Elizabeth Hand 

 James McAtee 

 Jodi Smith 

 Kate Gordon 

 Kera Recker 

 Brittney Dvorsky 

 Michelle Gnida 

 Charity Adams 

 Sue Wilkinson 

 Jason Owen 

 Deanna Kleinsmith  
   

We are looking for Sunday School teachers and substitutes for 
grades Pre-K thru 6th grade.  Our Sunday school program is 
only as strong as the people willing to donate their time and 
talents for our kids! Please sign up on the sheet on the clip-
board.or contact Jill Weetman at weetmanj@ayhoo.com or sign 
up on the sheet on the clipboard.  You will be glad you did- our 
kids are AWESOME!      

Have a wonderful summer and remember to sign up for VBS! 

Jill 

 

 

 

  

Sunday School  
April 30—Last Day of Sunday School Classes 

May 7th—Sunday School Breakfast !  

Trailblazers meet Wednesdays (Sept to Apr) from 3:30 to 5:30,  FLC Gym.   
During April:  
We started a new Curriculum:  Teach Us To Pray.   This program immerses 
children in a Bible story and helps them apply the Bible lesson to their daily 
lives.  We’ve continued with the same format which Includes six 20-minute 
components:  Craft Corner; Music and More;  Games  Galore;  Snack 
Shack; and Mission Possible.  

We’re taking a break for the summer, 
and will resume the program again in the 
Fall.  Check the August newsletter for 
details of the Fall program.   Check out 
VBS for some SUMMER Fun.  
High Schoolers and Adults:  If you enjoy 
being around kids and would like to help 
with this  after school program, please let 
us know, and we’ll find a spot for you.  

 

Carol Richards always comes 
up with creative snacks to 
help illustrate the lesson.  In 
this case we were talking 
about His Word, which long 
ago was written on scrolls, 
thus the tortillas represented 
the scrolls and His Word.   

mailto:weetmanj@ayhoo.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Sunday+School+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fHybHccLuPSZnM&tbnid=B5RP-lOVwHragM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nebcministries.org/?cat=366&ei=bv4EUrPSLoXuyQHox4FA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGHYbyQ9LYLUzZhg9


 

 

Summer Camp information is available! We have information from 
the Iowa UM Camps which includes: Camp Okoboji, Camp Pictured Rocks 
and Camp Wesley Woods. There are many camp options from Day Camps 
(ages 4 to 6), 3 day camps, weekly camps and mission camps.  Visit the  
Iowa UMC website : www.iaumc.org/camps . (Camp Scholarships are   
available upon request.)   Please contact Deanna Kleinsmith - 
halkleinsmith@aol.com  for more information.    

Summer Ministry Jobs are also available at these camps for persons  
18 years or older or they offer Jr. Staff for youth 16 years or older.  Train-
ing will be provided.  Visit the camps websites to apply.  

    We have had another great year in (5-12) youth group! What amazing students we have in this community and 
congregation. We had great discussions, lots of laughs, prayed together and for one another. We sang some songs, watched 
a few movies, made a movie, created skits, played games, answered questions and formed friendships that could last a life-
time. Our faith has grown, we know more about God, Jesus's love and our Salvation. We are more grateful. 
    We have had a wonderful group of seniors that contributed to youth group in so many ways. They will be greatly missed but 
we can't wait to see what plans God has for them in the future.  
    We will meet a few times over the summer for some fun activities. Please watch the newsletter, email and texts for more 
information. Our mission trip to New Orleans will be from July 8th-15th. We have 27 youth and 6 adults heading south for 
a week of service. We are very excited to see where and how we will be serving others and growing in our faith. We will   
probably come back with an appreciation for Iowa summers too! :) We welcome your prayers as we prepare to serve others. 
Please pray for safe travels as well as open hearts and minds to do whatever we have been called to do. We look forward to 
sharing our stories with you upon return on Sunday, July 16th.  
    Youth Group will start up in early September. Looking forward to another fantastic year, 
          — Jenn Stiegelmeyer and Sami McAtee, High School and Middle School Youth Group Leaders  

Vacation Bible School –  July 31st  – August 4th 

                    10am-12:30pm  

VBS 2017 :  This summer’s VBS  theme will be “Maker Fun Factory” 
so we will be able to coordinate  and share materials with  other 
churches in the area.    Note the time change from recent years—we 
will meet mid-morning and plan to have lunch.   The singing "finale" 
for parents & congregation, will be Sunday—August 6th.   Plans are 
still in the works and look for more to come in the next month.  

Questions or ideas?  Please Contact    Katie Deike: kate_deike@yahoo.com  or  

                                                                                                       Kate Gordon: gordon.kate4@gmail.com  

                 Nursery Overhaul  
 
    The nursery is about to get an overhaul! We will be adding new paint,           
shelving, fun play areas for the little ones, and artwork that spreads the 
word of the Lord.  If anyone has any white wall primer leftover from 
house projects we will take donations....it's going to take quite a bit to 
cover the walls so anything is appreciated!    
 
   The work will be done in the summer....  
                                               plan to start painting after Memorial Day.  

       Something for Kids of All Ages  

http://www.iaumc.org/camps


 
  

    Summer is just around  the corner.  As I write this, we’re about 30 days 
from Memorial Day Weekend, the unofficial start to summer!  More      
daylight,  pleasant temperatures… 
    Due to a variety of factors, the attendance at worship tends to dip in the 
summer.  Sunday school is in summer recess, as is the Chancel Choir.     
Family travel and vacations pick up, and the summer sports often have 
tournaments with games on Sunday mornings. 
    Historically, when our attendance dips down, so does our offering.  And 
on the surface, that makes sense. If you’re not in services, you’re not there 
to make that contribution. 

    But the work of Solon United Methodist Church, on behalf of Christ, does not take the summer off.  Vacation Bible 
School, Worship, special music, all occur during the summer.   Meanwhile, the cost of operating the buildings varies little 
between summer and winter, as we trade heating and snow removal costs for air conditioning and lawn care costs…Staff 
costs are steady throughout the year. 
    Enjoy the summer!  And as you are able, remember our church, and our God’s work,  needs your financial support 
throughout the year! 
    Mark Hearn 
    Finance Chair 

    The column labeled YTD is the amount received or spent.  The Annual Budget is the budget for the year 2017.       
Annual Budget Percentage is the percent of the annual budget between Jan 1 and March 31, 2017. 

    As I review the detail, I look for categories that are significantly over or above 25% in the Annual Budget.  Way over 
means we MAY be spending much faster than budgeted, unless it’s a category that is seasonal.  Way below could also 
be seasonal, or it could show a program or ministry that is lagging and needs attention. 

    Overall, on the expense side, we look on target.  Family Meals, an important support of our Wednesday evening   
activities, is skewed by how we buy supplies, and will be off for the summer.  We do need the continued support of 
families and other in contributing $3 per person for the meals each week. 

    The main area of concern is Other Income.  Those members of the congregation that have chosen to pledge, as a 
whole, are pretty  much on target in terms of the support they provided as compared to their estimate for the year. 

    Here's an inside "secret" to church budgets.  The members who estimate their giving, help with budget and planning. 
However, the budget is balanced on the projection of the giving of those members who choose not to make an esti-
mate, other fundraising and building fees.  At the end of March, those sources were well below their traditional giving, 
and we find ourselves in a deficit. The deficit isn't a result of overspending, but one of less contributions to the church 
than is our norm. 

    The Finance Committee and the Ad Council appreciate all the contributions, regardless as to if they're pledged,     
memorial, or unpledged.  We do need the ongoing support of the members to perform God's work, in Solon and      
beyond. As you review  this report, please consider the ongoing needs of SUMC, and if the Holy Spirit so moves you, 
make a little larger contributions over the coming months. 

    Mark Hearn  - Chair, Finance 

Solon United Methodist Church 
Income and Expense 

January 1 to March 31, 2017 

 Y-T-D Annual Budget Annual Budget Percentage 

Income $67,288.77 $237,753.00              28.30% 

Expense $74,659.60 $353,756.00              21.10% 

Over/Under ($7,370.83) ($116,003.00)   
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Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or sheetsd@soloniaumc.org.   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

   Easter Lilies 

Easter Lilies on the 
altar are from:  

   Coleen Pumphrey 
in memory of Don Pumphrey. 

   Irene Wear in memory of Gene Dunn.    
   Lizzy Kroul in memory of Howard Kroul. 
   Dwayne & Angie Capper for Bob Halver-

son. 
   Judy Grecian in memory of Daryl Grecian. 
   The Gerdin family in memory of Russ 

Gerdin.   
   Nicole & Mike Gerdin in memory of Nick 

Fountas (Nicole’s father). 
   Kay & Charles Geguzis in honor of Beulah 

Iserman,  and  
     in memory of Merle Iserman and 

Charles & Julia Geguzis. 
  Greg & Ginny Kunkle in memory of 

George & Marion Meyer.   
 

 
May Day Breakfast, Saturday May 7, 7-11 
am -Come enjoy a variety of egg casseroles, 
homemade rolls, and fruit in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The event is sponsored by the GFWC/
Iowa Solon Women’s Club and has been 
held annually since 1952.  All profits are 
divided between the Solon Public Library 
and the Solon School Libraries.  Tickets are 
$6/adult, children (5-12) $3,  and children 
under five eat free.  What a great treat for 
mom!  

Volunteer opportunities:  
    Food Pantry Sunday—May 7 
    Pillow ministry—May 9 work day 
    NAMIWalk/Wesley walkers –May 6 
    Adopt-a-Highway–Hwy1 —Apr 30  

Summer Music — Hoping to fill  our 

Sundays this summer with beautiful music!   
If you, your kids (any age) or someone you 
know would like to sing or play the piano 
or another instrument for our Special   
Music, we would love to have you.  Pick 
your Sunday(s) and sign up on the sheet 
on the piano.  Please let Deb know what 
you’ll be 
performing 
for the bul-
letin and if 
you need 
an accompanist – call   Holly: 841-2129 or 
319-560-4853. 
Thank you for blessing us with your tal-
ents!  --The Worship Team 

AED Defibrillator training & CPR info—
Coming in June (tentatively the 24th), Deb 
Havel will be  holding a training classes for 
anyone interested in learning how to use the 
defibrillator we have in cabinet above the 
water fountain.  It’s a great devise to have 
on hand, but only if we know how to use it.  

Sign up sheet will be coming soon…  
 

Yardwork – Many hands make light work! 

The youth group is looking for ways to help 
others and earn money for our mission trip 
to New Orleans this summer. We are very 
willing to come help with yard clean-up! We 
are happy to help anytime you need some 
extra hands for any Spring cleaning, yard 
work, placing mulch, etc. Please contact Jenn 
at stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org or          
319-331-2052   
 

 Old Gold Diner  dates to remember: 
May 3—May Birthday Bash! 

May 9—City of Solon Rep speaks 

May 10-sponsor—South Slope  

May 17-Bogard’s 4th graders visit  

May 24—Lyle Beaver entertains 

May 31-sponsor—Solon Cent. Lions Club  

Wanted: OGD Site Manager . Duane is really 
retiring, and  while he can’t be replaced, 
we’ll need someone new to step in. Call 624-
2251 for more information, just leave your 
name & number. If you are only free while 
your kids are in school, this part-time job 
could be just what you’re looking for. Do you 
enjoy spending time with the people and the 
chance to serve the community?  If so, you 
may find this job to be quite rewarding. Call 

now and find out what it is all about. 
  

 

   TWELVE 21 
Are you looking for a contemporary styled church service with 
life-applicable  messages  and discussions?   Twelve 21  is  your 
place to be!  Join our small group which meets at 9:00 in the LL 
Food Pantry space from April 23 through May 21.  We hope to 
launch  a  large  group contemporary service  in the Fall,  so we 
would love to have you join us on this new journey!  In the foyer 
you’ll find copies of the book we’re using —When Christians Get            
It Wrong by Adam Hamilton,  along  with  a  sign-up  sheet.  For 
more info contact Sami McAtee so you can get connected! 
mcatees@soloniaumc.org   or 319-430-0955 

tel:(319)%20331-2052
mailto:mcatees@soloniaumc.org
tel:(319)%20430-0955


 

March Missions: Women At the Well and UMCOR Sunday 

collected $332.00 

April Missions: African Palms on Palm Sunday and Native 

American Ministries on April 23rd—collected $154.50 

May Missions: Upcoming missions – May is Mental Health 

Awareness Month, Golden Cross Sunday, May 7th, Rural Life 

May 21st, and Last Sunday to collect for Change a Child’s Story, 

May 28th. 

Upcoming Opportunities to Show God’s Love  

Waypoint—Stuff the Bus—collecting toiletries for May Baskets 
for the homeless, box is on the table in Fellowship Hall.  
  

Mary’s Meals – Be a Hunger Hero - Saturday May 13th at the 

Solon Recreation & Nature Area – Every child deserves a daily 

meal & education 

 Games for the Kids- 9:00-Noon Donate $5.00 get a    
wristband – Enjoy! 

 1 Mile Run/Walk 9:30am and 5k Run 10:00am – Register 
at  GetMeRegistered.com – then type in Solon, Iowa 

 The Grateful Crepe Food Truck 
                     — Sponsored by St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
 

Matthew 25 –Transform Week – June 26-June 30, 8:30-3:30 

Matthew 25 works hard all year empowering people to trans-

form neighborhoods. Transform Week allows us to gather 

volunteers and make an even bigger impact. As a congrega-

tion we hope we can have some volunteers help 1 day, or the 

whole week. To volunteer you can register at  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?

oeidk=a07edx4ve338c8835b4&llr=shnjsbhab  

- Please register by June 19th. 

-In June, we will also be collecting funds to sponsor a project. 

   
 

May Mission Moments 

UM Women Mission Projects 
  

UMW Mission Project 2017:  April—May 2017 * 
Bless them with Band-Aids” for University of Iowa 
Children’s Hospital:  Collecting: Cartoon/Super 
Hero Band-aids **”LATEX FREE” ONLY ** please.   
See the table in the foyer. 

June—September 2017 UMCOR Collections:  

Layette Kits: Provides women internationally with 
basic supplies for the needs of their new babies: 

 - Cloth diapers (not disposable) 

 - diaper pins with plastic covers 

 - receiving blankets (30x30 or 32x32) 

 -Tee shirts or Onesies 

 - Baby washcloths 

 

The  UMW  have a work day scheduled for May 9, 10am-2pm.  
They will be working on the finishing touches of their 
Pillow project:  Something  as  simple  as  a  pillow can  be  quite  
comforting  to a cancer patient.  UMW women are making rectangular 
and  heart shaped  pillows  for cancer patients that are to be donated 
to the American Cancer Society of Cedar Rapids.  What should you 
bring—your scissors, needles and thread for this fun day of stitching!  
 

 

Children (and adults)  are  

encouraged to bring  coins for 
their “noisy” offering  during  the 
Offertory each week.  

All coins collected are designated 
for Missions, so these coins may 
go to help bring relief to those 
suffering from natural disasters, 
hunger and   other missions 
throughout the year. 

Church Council Minutes Summary,  April  2017 
 

We spent most of the hour reviewing and discussing signage for the 

exterior and interior of the church. The signage will assist in way 

finding.  Allan Harrington will be back at our meeting in May with 

more designs to share,  we hope to finalize the designs in May. 

SPRC continues to work with Pastor Scott on staffing. 

Spring cleaning for the church to be led by Trustees and held       

Saturday, April 22. 

A sign up sheet will be available soon for CPR training.  The training 

is being planned for the first part of June. 

Finance committee will be holding a cell phone Sunday to promote 

giving in this manner.  Our expenses currently exceed our monetary 

giving. 

As a reminder to committee chairs,  meeting minutes/reports are to 

be sent to Marilyn Hansen no later than the Thursday prior to the 

Council meeting. The Council meeting is held the third Tuesday of 

the month.  Marilyn will email committee reports with the Council 

minutes to review prior to the meeting.  This will help to prepare 

the Council agenda.  

Thanks, Kim 

   

     Church Council News 

          ** Strategic Planning Ideas/Strategic Planning Implementation List: SPI List—on our website 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07edx4ve338c8835b4&llr=shnjsbhab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07edx4ve338c8835b4&llr=shnjsbhab


 

Do you have a birthday in this month  but don’t see your 
birthday listed? Contact the Church at  

soloniaumc@gmail.com.  
 

Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your 
birth year to be able to enter in the software.  

In Our Prayers 
Prayers for Nikki Lynch’s family following 

her death.  

Jane Carr having surgery April 24th.  

Mark & Tina Hearn’s mother dealing with 
the problems of Alzheimer’s. 

Father-in-Law of Colleen Peterson-Grace, 
going through some health problems. 

Kay Geguzis’ mother, Beulah Iserman, fail-
ing health  and beginning hospice care.  

Continued prayers for Renee Masters un-
dergoing aggressive chemo  treatments.  

Carol Brown and family  following Dave 
Brown’s passing on Feb 24th.   

Margaret Korpel recovering from colon 
cancer surgery and beginning chemo 
treatments 4/28.    

A friend/coworker of Jenn Steigelmeyer 
diagnosed with lymphoma.  

Prayers for those in the care center that 
don’t get visitors, may we know how to 
extend love and comfort to them in 
some meaningful way. 

Connie Keith’s grandaughter’s husband 
deployed to Syrian border. 

Gary Mechtensimer – prayers for Vance 
Patrilla’s 5 mo old grandson – Alexander. 

Deb Miller - prayers for Candy involved in a 
vehicle accident. 

Paul Miller’s brother awaiting a donor and 
kidney/pancreas transplant. 

Colleen Peterson-Grace’s 96 year old father
-in-law recovering from a fall.  

Keele Kober family upon the death of 

Karen’s uncle in Kansas City.  

Hal Kleinsmith’s family at his aunt’s passing. 

O'ROURKE, Brent  05/01 

HOFSOMMER, Winnie  05/02 

UTHOFF, Robbie  05/02 

ALLEN, Grace   05/04 

AMENT, Emily   05/04 

KUNKEL, Greg   05/04 

STEBRAL, Laurie  05/04 

ENGEL, Pat   05/05 

JEDLICKA, Robbie  05/05 

KNIGHT, Gable   05/05 

FRERICH, William  05/06 

HAUGLAND, Braden  05/06 

MASTERS, Wayne  05/06 

EGGERS, Amber  05/07 

TREPANIER, Reese  05/07 

HOPP, Carley   05/08 

DETRA, Addison  05/10 

PHILLIPS, Cole   05/10 

JANSSEN, Jace  05/11 

KUCERA, Candice  05/11 

LEVIN, Callie   05/11 

BURFORD, Katherine  05/12 

HACKERT, Lincoln  05/12 

NIGG, Benjamin  05/12 

HAHN, Gabe   05/13 

MEYER, Greg   05/13 

STEEN, Sullivan  05/13 

ANDERSEN, Tycho  05/14 

LIGHTY, John   05/14 

HOLTORF, Eric   05/15 

SWARTZENDRUBER, Roger 05/17 

NOSKA, Malinda  05/18 

QUILLIN, Jake   05/19 

RADENBAUGH, John  05/19 

SAUPE, Paul   05/19 

JEDLICKA, Jeannie  05/20 

ERHART, Andrea  05/21 

MCATEE, James  05/21 

SMITH, Adam   05/21 

BISHOP, Noah   05/22 

SWAN, Ethan   05/22 

FITZPATRICK, Conner  05/23 

MILLER, Jaisa   05/23 

STAHLE, Mason  05/24 

STARR, Cael   05/24 

NICOLAISEN, Jami  05/25 

STOCK, Janet   05/25 

SWAN, Elena   05/25 

BISHOP, Zander  05/26 

HANSEN, Jake   05/26 

HULSE, Scott   05/26 

BUMSTED, Shane  05/27 

CHILDS, Bailey   05/27 

MEYER, Jessica  05/27 

DEIKE, Luke   05/30 

ANDERSON, Wayne  05/31 

   
 

 

Adam Hopp’s grandmother having surgery. 

Lisa Owen and  family upon the death of her 
mother.   

  

Rejoices & Thanksgiving 

Jenn Steigelmeyer – thankful that her niece 
delivered a healthy baby after her long bed-
ridden pregnancy. 

Marilyn Hansen celebrating the birth a new 
grandson - Gage Thomas.  

   Yvonne Strang’s thankfulness that the sur-
gery successfully removed the cancer for 
her son, Kirk.  

Joy for  Charlie & Kay Geguzis as they cele-
brate their 25th wedding anniversary. 

Congratulations to the Confirmands as they 
celebrate this step in their faith journey!  

Thanks to all who helped weed, plant , mulch 
etc around the church grounds 4/22. 

Thanks to the Andersons for cleaning the FLC!    

Joy for those celebrating April birthdays - 

 Westen Stiegelmeyer turns 14 on Fri 4/7! 

 Zoii Frey-Jacobson celebrates on Thurs 4/6! 

 Jim Telecky was thankful for the celebration 
(4/1)of his 85th birthday with Bess and his 
daughters this past weekend!  

 Penny Tompkins celebrated her retirement 
and birthday (4/1) over the weekend! 

     Cassandra McPheron who was confirmed 
on her birthday 4/23. 

     Maddy Kerkove celebrates a birthday 4/26. 
 

Flowers on the altar: 

April 23rd, from Coleen Pumphrey in 
honor of Don’s Birthday! 

April 30th, from Solon Retirement 
Village for National Volunteer Week!  

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of 
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Connection Card (located in 
the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you would like to 
add your prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church 
office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request. 

mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftomwisdom.net%2Fhappy-birthday-tom-3%2F&ei=I1IUVcK7KoWoyASVtYHIBQ&bvm=bv.89381419,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNF4i5kMiJIwT3EewQg96FnDFkH25A&ust=142748150067


 

 

 

STANDARD MAIL 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 4 

Solon, IA  52333 

8:00 & 10:15 AM – Worship 
9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship 

  
 

 

Address:  122 North West St., Solon, IA  52333 
Church Phone:  (319) 624-2288 

Church Website:  www.soloniaumc.org 
Church Facebook:  Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa 

Rev. Scott Keele Kober,  Lead Minister 

Deb Sheets, Office Administrator 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries   

Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries  

Holly Werning, Accompanist 

Mary Kucera,  Director of Hand Bells  

Penny Tompkins, Treasurer 

Jon Lorence, Custodian 

DR Miller,  Security 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation                          

of our world 

Return Service Requested 

  122 North West St.,  Solon, IA  52333 

http://www.soloniaumc.org

