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 SPRING IS COMING! 

 

Living Your Life to the Fullest 
 

 I have been doing some reading 
concerning Mother Teresa’s life. 
She  continues to be one of the 
most quotable Christians. She 
tells of a  conversation she once 
had with a government official.  
He said, “You know, Mother, I 
love Christ, but I hate Chris-
tians.” She was very surprised 
by this comment and asked how 
that could be. He answered, “because Christians do not give us Christ; they do not 
live  their Christian lives  to the fullest.”   What is it to live the Christian life to the 
fullest? 
 
In the Christian life we must be attentive to the God-centered life. We can no longer 
live without placing a priority on our relationship with God through Christ. For by 
grace we are loved for who we are, just the way we are.  We are loved so much that 
we are not to stay the same as we are. God romances us and calls us into               
relationship.   As Mother Teresa puts it: 
 

What we need is to love without getting tired. How does a lamp burn? 
Through the continuous input of small 
drops of oil. What are these drops of oil for 
the Christian life? They are the small things 
of daily life; faithfulness, small words of 
kindness, a thought for others, our way of 
being silent, of looking, of speaking and of 
acting.  Do not look for Jesus away from 
yourselves,  he is not out there; he is in 
you. Keep your lamp burning, and you will   
recognize him. 

 
This summer keep your lamp burning, and find ways to grow spiritually in God’s 
abiding love. 
Blessings, 

 



 

July 2, 2017  Communion 

Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42 

Msg: Making a Welcome, Pastor Scott 

Music:  Richards Family, 

Jill Richards-pianist 

 

    July 9, 2017 

Scripture: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Message:  Easy and Light, Pastor Lisa  

Music: John McFarland & Nancy Worrell 

 Marian Andersen-pianist 
 

July 16, 2017  

Scripture: Psalm 119: 105-112 

Message: Light to My Path, Pastor Scott 

Music: Justin Moore & Lauren Fisher  
   

July 23, 2017 

Scripture: Romans 8:12-25 

Message: Spirit Led, Pastor Scott 

Music: Cathy Boggs(8:00),  

Jacob Metzler(10:15) 
   

July 30, 2017 

Scriptures: Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 
13:31-33, 44-52 

Message: Lay Servant -Phil Kakacek 

Music: Double Quartet 

 

 

Nursery is available every Sunday from 8:00—11:15 am for children infant to 

age 5 in the lower level of the church by trained paid staff. 

 We continue to work on improving signage internally and externally as we work on commu-
nication as part of our strategic plan. Estimates are being gathered and we'll move forward 
as soon as those are in. You can expect to see signage in the Family Life Center, Fellowship 
Hall, within the church and outside the church.  

With the appointment of Lisa Schroeder as Minister of Discipleship and Music we have met 
another goal on our strategic plan. Lisa will officially begin July 1 and we are so happy to 
have her on board. We look forward to the exciting ideas and opportunities she has to offer! 

As part of our congregational care, defibrillator training was offered in June and we are look-
ing to find someone who can provide CPR training soon.  We are also looking forward to the 
new church directory with photo sessions beginning July 25.  

These are all part of our strategic plan.  As you can see we are making progress, and  we 
continue to work on it monthly. 

We have an established a Wish List for our church, of items that various committees have a 
need for and have requested funds for.  There’s a process to follow to get these requests 
approved and then establish priorities for funding. For more on this feel free to chat with 
Penny Tompkins, Deb Sheets or Pastor Scott. We will update this monthly at our meeting. 

There are openings on committees that we'd really like to fill. On our worship planning team 
there are openings for music and drama. Finance committee is hoping to add some new 
members and you don't need a background in finance or accounting.  The home communion 
team is looking for members as well.  Please chat with Pastor Scott if you are interested in 
any of these opportunities.  

Our men's group would like to have more members. They currently meet every Saturday 
morning at 6 a.m. at the Family Life Center.  The first Saturday of the month is breakfast at 
6:30 in Fellowship Hall. They will not be meeting on July 1st, instead breakfast will be July 
8th at 6:30 at St Mary's Catholic Church - see Mike Turner for details. 

Next month we will be working on updating a few polices,  specifically,  the Wedding and 
Fellowship Hall rental policies.  We are also reviewing specific committee policies. At your 
next committee meeting, please pull your policies & forms, and review. We ask that you 
then bring these current documents to our July meeting. Our hope is to have the policies 
updated and available so our congregation and community can use them more readily.  

As a reminder to committee chairs, please submit your monthly report to Marilyn            
Hansen.  It is due by the Thursday prior to our monthly meeting. Also, if the chairperson is 
unable to attend the monthly Church Council meeting, please ask a member of your       
committee to attend as your representative. 

As you can see, we are working on many projects. Our commitment toward our strategic 
plan is strong. If you put an idea forth and haven't seen or heard anything about it, feel free 
to check in with me or Pastor Scott.  If you have a new idea that isn't on our list, bring it  
forward,  we'd like to hear it! 

Blessings,  Kim 

June Worship Attendance 

      8:00            10:15       Total 
 May 28   52  43    95  
 June 4    61        63  124 
 June 11      51  42          93 
 June 18               43  48          91                     
 June 25  50  72  122 

Church Council Update 

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

Past Missions: 
In the month of June, we collected for U.S. Disaster relief 

which helps to provide assistance for natural disasters within the U.S.   
Another focus was on Peace with Justice Sunday to help build 

a culture that welcomes economic equality, seeks peaceful resolu-
tions, fights oppression and doesn’t pit one culture against another.  

We also finished the “Change a Child’s Story” campaign 
where we collected 767 books to distribute to children 
and have logged 25 hours of reading by volun-
teers.     Unfortunately we fell short of the original goal 
of 1850 books and 1850 hours, but we are still making a 
difference in the lives of children.   

In July: 
We will be collecting for “Imagine No Malaria” (July 23) as 

well as food donations for our local food bank.  Of 
course we are always collecting donations for the food 
pantry, which can be dropped off on the shelves or tub 
in FH, but July 9 we’re making a special push to get 
people involved in giving to the hungry.  Please bring 
non-perishable items to church and place them in the 
box near the coat racks by July 16th.     Fresh produce 
from your garden or orchard is also accepted, but 
needs to be brought directly to the food pantry on Monday mornings 
up to 1:30pm (or call to make other arrangements), so they  can go 
right to the shelves and not be spoiling throughout the week. Thanks 
for helping to provide for those within our community. 

2 

July Mission Moments 

Transform 2017, June 25-30 

      The second annual Transform Week, hosted by Matthew 25,  
was a week long project devoted to working with other 
volunteers to rehab homes, revitalize neighborhoods, and do 
various construction projects in the Taylor Neighborhood.  Each 
day began with morning devotions and coffee at Matthew 25, 
followed by a day-long (8:30 am – 3:30 pm) work day with lunch 
included at noon every day.    

     A multitude of volunteers came out to provide their helping 
hands to work on twelve different projects in the Taylor 
Neighborhood.   The SUMC group led by Bill Musgrave and Steve 
Fisher  worked primarily on the home of Dee Nielsen.  The house 
had  a multitude of problems due to various circumstances 
including the loss of D’s husband, alterations performed by non-
professionals, the flood, etc.  The floors were uneven and in bad 
need of repair, the basement needed cleaning and sealing due to 
flood damage, windows and doors were in need of paint and 
repair… The Solon team was up for the challenge and went to 
work to spruce up the place.  The guys did their best to make the 
floor as level as possible and then installed the wood laminate 
flooring that was donated by a generous individual.   The ladies 
took over the cleaning and painting detail and brightened up the 
place.   Dee was extremely appreciative of all the work that  was 
done and was thrilled with the results, especially her new floor!   
See the work in progress in the photos below:  

Youth Mission Trip this summer is to New Orleans, Louisiana 
from July 8-15 (see more on page 6).   Pray for our youth and 
their leaders as they embark on this week of service, that they 
will accept each new challenge and learn from it.  Pray that 
they follow Christ’s example in all they do, to be a light to all 
those they encounter.  

Here are some of the SUMC team who had a good 

time working together and fixing up Dee Nielsen’s 



 

 

 

Our men's group would like to have more members.  

We currently meet every Saturday morning at 6 a.m. at 
the Family Life Center.  The first Saturday of the month is 
breakfast at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. But, we will not be 
meeting on July 1st, instead breakfast will be July 8th at 
6:30 at St Mary's Catholic Church. 

This year’s annual UMW brunch was June 22 at the home of 
Barb Kalm with the officers hosting.  Fall mission projects were 
discussed, and the group concurred we would like to continue 
workdays at the church, with a variety of projects to work on. 
We reminisced about games we played as children :), and 
experiences with recipe flops :(.  We also discussed our role in 
the Football dinners, and plan to continue the “Chicken Pickin” 
starting in late August.  We will have no meeting in August. 
  

The summer road trip will be July 18th. We will car pool from 
the church around 9:15. This year’s destination is the Bird 

House Hospice Center in Iowa City, with lunch 
following at a restaurant of the group’s choice. 
For more information call Shirley Andersen 319
-624-3837,   or Barb Kalm 319-321-4078. 
 

 

God’s abiding love binds us together as a people and sends us forth to bring healing 
in the midst of strife, justice in the midst of brokenness, and love in the midst of 
hate.  To address this call to action, the SUMC “Church and Society Ministry Team” 
offers individuals (young and old) an opportunity for joining together to explore 
shared interests, provide educational opportunities, and become actively involved in 
helping to impact our world in positive ways.   

The Church and Society Ministry Team discussed a wide variety of topics before de-
ciding to promote mental health awareness as our first initiative.  Our Team is still in 

it’s “infancy,” thus we are still trying to “find our way” in terms of what types of issues and projects we want to adopt for the 
coming year.  As such, it is a great opportunity to explore our mutual interests, and to grow in our faith and understanding of 
how we personally can work together to demonstrate God’s love.  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month (6:00 to 
7:30) in the Fellowship Hall.  Pastor Scott serves communion (an open table to all), followed by a meal.  It’s not too late to join 
the team!  So, if you are interested in participating in this type of ministry, please let Pastor Scott know. 

 
 
C3:   Join C3 for our monthly craft workshop Thursday, June 6th at 6:30 pm, we 
are decorating PRAYER JOURNALS.         
   Please bring a composition sized notebook or other journal to decorate, paper 
cutter, double sided tape or glue sticks.  If you have additional notebooks or    
journals, please bring them to make extras for yourself or to donate.  Also, I have 
reached out to the organizers of Vacation Bible school to see what needs they 
have.  They are open to any ideas we might have that fit in with the theme. They 
are looking for backdrops, decorations to hang from ceilings, decorations for walls, 
stairwells, and the gym.  We can discuss how we can help with VBS at the July 6th 
meeting.  Vacation Bible school is July 31 to Aug 4th from 9:00 to 11:30 AM this 
year.  We will also be deciding if we can help with one of the Football dinners, and 
planning out what we want to do for the next 6 months.  
We meet in the Fellowship Hall at SUMC at 6:30 PM the first Thursday of the 
month.  Everyone is welcome so if you have friends or family that you want to  
invite, please do so.   See you on the 6th!   — Karen 

 Contact Karen McGill: kmcgill@southslope.net for more info. 

tel:(319)%20624-3837
tel:(319)%20624-3837
tel:(319)%20321-4078


 

   2017 Vacation Bible School 

 

Maker Fun Factory 
 JULY 31st – Aug 4th   

  9 am to 11:30 am 
 

 

All children welcome! 3 years old through 4th grade 

 To register, go to the SUMC website at http://soloniaumc.org/ministries/children/vbs-2015/, 

and you will find a link to the registration form, or pick up a paper registration form from the 

bulletin board next to the water fountain.   

  

Want an adventure with our kids? 

Then join our Maker Fun Factory Crew including:   

 *Crew Leaders *Kitchen helpers* Craft Team *Registration Helpers *Games Team *Science Team 

*Music Leaders *Craft and Material Donations *Bible Adventure Leaders *Decoration Team.  

 To sign-up for helpers and materials,  go to VBS on our website  http://soloniaumc.org/
ministries/children/vbs-2015/  and click on the links to signup genius and pick your best way to 
help (you’ll also find a list on the clipboard).   Materials can be dropped off  at the table by the 

railing on South side of  FH.  Thanks!  For more information, please Contact Katie Deike: 

kate_deike@yahoo.com  or Kate Gordon: gordon.kate4@gmail.com  
 
VBS Training for volunteers:  7/23/17 from 5-5:30 pm.  It is important that all the volunteers 
attend training.  We will be covering Safe Sanctuary policy and paperwork, program overview, 
and class schedule.  Please let us know his you are not able to make this date, and perhaps we 
can  schedule an alternative date that would work for those who can't make it on the 23rd.   
Thank you for being a part of our VBS team and making this possible for our kids!  

http://soloniaumc.org/ministries/children/vbs-2015/
http://soloniaumc.org/ministries/children/vbs-2015/
http://soloniaumc.org/ministries/children/vbs-2015/
mailto:gordon.kate4@gmail.com


 
CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! 

 

 

 

Youth Group Summer News: 

NEW ORLEANS MISSION TRIP 
New Orleans, here we come! 27 youth and 6 adult chaperones will be leaving on July 8th and returning July 15th.   This 
group is getting very excited to experience 5 days in New Orleans this summer.   We will be serving in a number of          
community outreach opportunities such as day camps, a food pantry, clothing distribution center, assisted living, and 
soup kitchens.  We know we will experience God in new, exciting and challenging ways during our trip and we would 
love to have you pray for us while we work to be His hands and feet. Pray for our travels, pray for our hearts and minds 
to be wide open, and to be physically ready to work in whatever capacity we are called. Pray that we will accept each 
new challenge. Pray that we will follow Christ’s example in all we do so we can be a light to all we encounter. We will 
be excited to share about what we have learned and experienced on our trip with you. Please come worship with us 
and hear about our adventures on July 16th at both services.  

 

BEEF DAYS LUNCH 
We have our annual Beef Days Lunch - July 22nd.  

There are many opportunities for volunteering, 
donating and helping with the Beef Days Lunch.  
We need donations of food, please stop by the 
church, and see the clipboard for a list of what 
we are still in need of.  We need people to help 
prepare the food the 2 days before the lunch. 
We also need workers the day of, especially 
with clean-up.   If you are available to help, you 
may email Jenn Stiegelmeyer at stiegelmey-
erj@soloniaumc.org or call the church office and 
Deb will sign you up.  There will be a sign-up   
genius coming to your email inbox early in July, 
however, signups are also available at the 
church. This is our youth group’s largest fund 
raiser for our mission trip each year, we really 
appreciate the support we receive from our   
congregation!  Thank you so much! 

 

In Him, 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer 

    

  SUMC Youth Group Meetings Starting  

     in September:  

       Club 56 youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

       Peer 78 youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

       Fired UP! youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org
mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org


 

    The Old Gold Diner (OGD) serves lunch daily in our Fellowship Hall.  The very first Solon congregate dining meal was served on April 2, 
1980. Over the years, the organization has evolved from Solon Congregate Meals and Solon Senior Dining, primarily serving seniors, to 
Old Gold Diner, where not only seniors may dine with a reservation, but anyone may join the meal.  

    People come for a meal, but perhaps more so for fellowship, comradery and just to get out and have fun!  Regular activities include:   

 Cards every Friday! Warm up before lunch at 11 a.m. and play as long as you like in the afternoon. Euchre and bridge are the choice s as of right 
now. Suggestions are welcome for other games if others want to come. There is also time to play cards on Wednesdays, at the similar times ex-
cept the first Wednesday when the UMW meets, or the last Wednesday after the live entertainment. 

 Bingo on Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 11 a.m., is penny bingo and, following lunch, play for prizes with black out for a free Old Gol d Diner meal 
ticket as the grand prize.  Spirited Anna calls Bingo, and on a daily basis provides entertaining quips, quotes and jokes for the day. 

 On the 2nd Tuesday of the month representatives from the City of  Solon are on hand to talk with the Diners about what’s going on in  the Solon 
community and any new plans.  

 Foot Clinic—2nd Thursday of the month, the Visiting Nurses Association provides a foot clinic for just $12– by appointment only, 624-2251.  

 Wednesday’s are special at the Old Gold Diner.  

 1st Wednesday is the Birthday Bash, where all those attending with birthdays in that month are honored.  

 2nd Wednesday will be a sponsored meal – (this July it’s Ruzicka’s) where a local business picks up the meal tab for all attendees. 

 3rd Wednesday during the school year is lunch with the fourth graders, who bring a lunch and share their lunch time with the diners – 
the first time I saw a slew of grade schoolers coming in for lunch I wondered what in the world was going on!  But it was amazing how 
much chatter and laughter was going on between the kids and the seniors as they dined together.  What a grand idea! 

 4th Wednesday is Live Entertainment Day –(this July it’s Joan & Jenell, but there’s more: Dale Thomas also entertains on the 19th!) There 
are other special meals during the year, usually celebrating around a holiday, with musical entertainment, parades, displays and more. . 

 New and Recycled greeting cards are created by the diners and are for sale for 50 cents.  You can even have one custom made uniquely for you!  

   All ages are welcome, however children must be accompanied by an adult.  A reservation is required by 1 p.m. the day before   (1 p.m. 
Friday for Monday) but anyone may enjoy a meal for only $3.75!  There are several payment options and you can even purchase tickets 
for meals to give them as a gift to get someone you know out of the house and out in the community. Delivery is also available in town.  
The weekly menu can be found in the Solon Economist & monthly menu in North Johnson County.  Reservations: call 624-2251. 

 

  The Old Gold Diner  

New Church Directory 
  It’s been awhile since we’ve updated our church directory, and things change!   Kids 

have grown up, new families have joined us, addresses have changed, we just look 

different, so we are going to create a new  and better directory.  This project will require 

some volunteer effort.  If you would be willing to learn more about this exciting project, 

and help host the photo sessions that will be held the last week in July, please see the 

sign-up sheet on the clipboard, or contact Julia Woessner at 319-800-3096.   

We will be partnering with Life Touch who will be doing the professional photography 

and creating the family portraits for the directory as well as taking orders for personal 

copies you would like.  There are new electronic options that are available as well as  

options for periodic updates, so we can keep more current than every four years.  Be 

sure to schedule a photo session for your family soon, and be a part of this new directory!    

AED Defibrillator Training was held  Saturday, June 24.  

Deb Havel provided the training and said there was a good turnout 

and lots of good questions.  Thanks to 

all who helped make this training a 

success, providing information so we 

would know what to do if someone 

were to go into sudden cardiac arrest.   

Unfortunately our current defibrillator 

is nearing the end of its life, so there 

will need to be some follow-up to determine replacement options, 

etc., please pray we find the best answers.      

 There was Blood Drive in our FH, Thursday, June 29.  

 The Blood Drive was a success!  They collected 2 units 

 over their goal!  Thanks to Rick Havel for setting this up 

 and making it happen.  Thanks to all who gave blood and 

 thus helped to save lives!   You may never know how pre-

 cious that blood is to someone who needs it to survive!  

Activities from June 



 

    Sharing an article from United Methodist Communications Newsletter  - Enjoy reading!  Pastor Lisa 

    Choir members enjoy health, spiritual benefits  By Christopher Fenoglio* 

There they are, on the seventh page of the United Methodist Hymnal, “Directions for Singing” from John Wesley, the founder of      
Methodism:  “Sing all… Sing lustily and with good courage… Sing in time… Above all, sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word 
you sing… So shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.” 

Rewards in heaven? Sounds like a good enough reason to sing in a church choir. 

But what is it about singing that seems to be part of our Wesleyan DNA? How does singing help choir 
members enjoy a greater understanding of how and why we worship our God, a deeper connection with 
one’s church and community, and even better health? 

    Better Worship 

A common statement about singing in church is “To sing is to pray twice.” Although the statement is often attributed to Augustine, the 
actual author is unknown. Still, the sentiment is true. Music is an art form that lifts up ordinary text to another level that inspires us and 
nurtures our souls. 

“Music is an integral part of how we relate to God,” says the Rev. Laura Jaquith Bartlett, program director of the United Methodist Alton 
L. Collins Retreat Center in Eagle Creek, Oregon, and leader of the Great Hymns of Faith Retreat. “It is how we understand at a deeper 
level what goes beyond words, what our relationship is with the Divine, and how we are shaped together as a community of faith.” 

Of all the art forms, “music is one of the most easily accessible type of art in worship,” says Bartlett. “There's nearly always an opportuni-
ty to open your mouth and make music together with the rest of the people in that service. Right there you've got an opportunity to ex-
perience the Divine in a different way than just to listen to someone read about God,” she says. 

"Christianity is not a solitary religion,” says the Rev. Karen Westerfield Tucker, professor of worship at Boston University School of Theol-
ogy, “John Wesley certainly made the case that it is a ‘social' religion — both in its worship and in its concern for the care of the neigh-
bor," says Tucker. 

    Better Community 

The benefit of singing with and caring for others goes beyond church walls, as many community choirs will attest. In these days of an 
increasingly polarized culture, music can be a common bond between peoples. 

“Through music, we can build community,” says Dr. Jonathan Palant, Minister of Music at Kessler Park United Methodist Church in Dal-
las, Texas.  "By singing in a choir, regardless where (church, community, university, secondary school, etc.), music becomes the    conduit 
that brings us together in a very safe and equal environment,” says 
Palant. “We come together in song; everything else (about individu-
al choir members) is irrelevant. We come together in worship, in 
song, in prayer, to learn and to be better citizens of this world. 

    Better Health 

“We believe singing in a choir and other creative arts can promote 
healthy aging,” says Dr. Julene Johnson, a University of California at 
San Francisco professor and founder and director of the Community 
of Voices study. “We were looking for a way for older people to 
remain independent and engaged. We knew that to have an effect 
the activity had to be meaningful, engaging and challenging. The 
creative arts do that.” 

A similar study on the health benefits of singing for older adults is being conducted in Finland. Preliminary results suggest that communi-
ty choral singing does indeed provide a better quality of life for participants.  Increased lung capacity and greater oxygenation of the 
blood resulting in improved alertness are all associated with singing. Singing is also good for the brain, especially when  memorization is 
involved. "Singing is of great interest to neuroscientists as it would seem that there is more of the brain given over to the processing of 
music than almost any other activity," says Dr. Graham Welch, professor at the Institute of Education in London. 

One of his studies involved four- to five-year-old children and found that those with musical training showed enhanced language abilities 
and memory for words. There was also evidence that taking part in singing and other musical activities improves certain  aspects of    
non-verbal reasoning, literacy and working with numbers.  So with this evidence that one’s health is improved through singing, how   
important is singing to our faith as United Methodists? 

“It all goes back to Wesley's words ‘Do all the good you can,’” says Palant. “This is the outlet that singers choose to act upon those 
words. Choir members find their spirituality and their faith through song and through the choral community.”  

*Christopher Fenoglio works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact him by e-mail or at (615) 312-3734.               
(This feature was first published on June 8, 2017.) 

 

  DID YOU KNOW SINGING IN CHOIR  HAS SPIRITUAL AND HEALTH BENEFITS?   

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/retreat-is-music-to-united-methodist-souls
http://newfillmore.com/2014/04/01/making-a-joyful-noise-and-maybe-a-healthier-life/
http://newfillmore.com/2014/04/01/making-a-joyful-noise-and-maybe-a-healthier-life/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3748797/
https://www.gramophone.co.uk/features/focus/the-health-benefits-of-singing
mailto:cfenoglio@umcom.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Web%20-%20Choir%20Health%20Benefits


  

As promised, here are some of the photos demon-

strating the change and growth in our flower and 

vegetable gardens in just the past month.  Notice 

the changes in what is blooming now, and what 

growth we have from those tomatoes and squash!  

They don’t just do that on their own you know, 

many hands have weeded and fertilized this plot to 

help it produce a bumper crop for the food pantry. 

   Go to the June news-

letter to compare—

you’ll notice the little 

radishes from mid-

May are already 

gone and now zuc-

chini’s are almost 

ready to be picked!    

  Are you seeing the opportunity for 

growth as your own life changes? You 

might be amazed at what you can      

accomplish with Christ as your guide!     

Our nursery is changing too.  Here’s a peak 
at the painting project.  A big thank you to 
all the helpers making progress happen!  

         Stay tuned for more to come!   



 

Do you have a birthday in this month  but don’t see your 
birthday listed? Contact the Church at soloni-
aumc@gmail.com.  
 

Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your 
birth year to be able to enter in the software.  

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of 
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card (located 
in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you would like 
to add your prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church 
office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request. 

 In Our Prayers  
Thanks to Holly for the piano music every 

Sunday, and prayers for quick recovery 
from upcoming shoulder surgery - July 6.  

Jenn Stiegelmeyer asks for traveling mercies 
for those on the mission trip and prayers 
for a meaningful and productive mission 
helping others.  

Ed Haury living with constant pain, due to 
Rheumatoid Arthritis, may he get the 
right treatment to provide some relief.  

Brian Fitzpatrick’s mom who is recovering 
from knee surgery.   

Charles Whetstine asks for traveling mercies 
for Cindy as she visits Italy. 

Garret Locke going through a transition  in 
employment asks for prayers for strength 
and guidance as he searches for new em-
ployment.  

Marilyn Hanson’s cousin, Dawn Rouse, deal-
ing with Lou Gehrig’s disease at 50 years 
of age. 

Norma Poehlein, fell recently and broke 2 
ribs and suffered a punctured lung.  She 
is gradually recovering but Vern & Norma 
have a grandson being married in SC in 
July (also her birthday is in July) and it is a 
family reunion of sorts, so she is "working 
hard" so she can attend. Know she would 
appreciate prayers and cards. —Coleen P  

Continued prayers for Margaret Korpel and 
Renee Masters going through the trials of 
chemo treatments.  

Continued prayers for John Radenbaugh 
recovering from infections. 

People affected by the London attacks. 
Katie Folkerts—traveling mercies to Italy. 
Prayers for strength and hope for the  
  families of those who passed away in June: 

George Bortz of Solon 
     Diane Shelton of Lisbon 
     Helen Finley, Jo Hunt’s sister, June 25 
     Merry TePoel who passed, June 15. 

HYDE, Jamie   07/01 

MECHTENSIMER, Gary 07/01 

POEHLEIN, Vernon  07/01 

RITCHIE, Gloria  07/01 

RYAN, Taylor   07/01 

SILBERSTEIN, Kathryn  07/01 

SILBERSTEIN, Neil  07/01 

CLEVENGER (SEA), Carter 07/02 

LEVIN, Nathan   07/03 

LEIDAL, Nathan  07/04 

RICHARDS, Jill   07/04 

CHILDS, Jordan  07/05 

KAKACEK, John  07/05 

KEELE KOBER, Karen  07/05 

WEETMAN, Eric  07/05 

ZUECK, Jeret   07/05 

FITZPATRICK, Emily  07/10 

STOTLER, Alyssa  07/11 

WHETSTINE, Charles  07/11 

CANADY, Frank  07/12 

SCHMIDT, Grayson  07/12 

LEVIN, Tenley   07/13 

SCHMITT, Kami  07/14 

VAN ROEKEL, Luke  07/14 

ERHART, Jeanne  07/15 

MACKE, Natalie  07/15 

AGUIRRE, Gabriella  07/17 

CAPPER, Emily   07/17 

CLEVENGER, Katy  07/19 

FRERICH, Jessica  07/19 

CALEF, Denise   07/20 

FIALA, Grace   07/20 

FIALA, Mary   07/20 

RANARD, Allison  07/20 

UTHOFF, Susan  07/20 

BOLIN, Chloe   07/21 

PUETTMANN, Karla  07/23 

DVORSKY, Brooklyn  07/25 

KAKACEK, Phil   07/25 

BRUNS (KING), Aunika  07/26 

BRUNS, Alexandra  07/27 

KULPER, Madison  07/27 

NOVAK, Richard  07/27 

NOSKA, Junior   07/28 

VAN ROEKEL, Nate  07/28 

GRUBER, Ruby   07/29 

POEHLEIN, Norma  07/29 

BISHOP, Samson  07/31 

PAUL, Madalynn  07/31 

SIEMS, Claire   07/31 

WERNER, Kendall  07/31 

 

 

  Rejoices & Thanksgiving  
Thanks to James McAtee’s message in song 

on June 25th (you can also listen to him 
when he plays for Music on Main).   

Jon and Joan Lorence celebrating the birth 
of their ninth grandchild on June 25th—
Lila Elizabeth Kline, joins sister -Julianne 
and brother-Robby, parents are Rob and 
Jena (Lorence) Kline.  

 Emily Fitzpatrick happy to celebrate Father’s 
Day with her Dad visiting from Nevada IA.   

Thanks to John and Marisa Radenbaugh 
singing for us on Father’s Day, June 18. 

Keela & Alan are happy to have their son, 
Grayson Harrington, back in the states 
after serving  a mission in Honduras. 

Phil offered prayers of celebration for Zach 
Metzler and Autum Hansgen united in 
marriage June 17. 

Thanks to Al Hulse for his handiwork in 
getting the locks in the FLC fixed!  

Our current nursery staff have graduated 
and are moving on as of June 25th.  Thank 
you to  Sarah Roy, Lauren Fisher and Eliza-
beth Hand for your dedication! 

The UM Men’s Group received a Thank You 
note from Becky West, Nutrition Director:  
Thank you for your kind generosity in do-
nating to the Solon Family Lunch ac-
counts.  It was distributed between 11 
families.  God Bless you in your giving to 
help others.  

 Thanks to those who gave  an “extra” dona-
tion  to help family meals and Fired Up 
Youth for their mission trip. 

Congratulations to Steve and Gina Folkerts 
celebrating—25th wedding anniversary. 

Nadine Sojka expressed joy: granddaughter 
winning softball tournament, another 
getting married & a 3rd expecting a child. 

Joy for our Graduates as they celebrate this 
milestone!  

Thanks for the beautiful summer days!    

mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
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Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or sheetsd@soloniaumc.org.   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

      

 

 
  

                                    

    Summertime 

All the seasons have unique blessings.  Summer is 

blessed with warmth, sun, outdoor activities and family 

vacations.  A consequence of summer is that along with 

all the activities and vacations, many of us are drawn 

out of town on weekends, and do not attend services.  

Our contributions tend to follow our attendance.  We’ve 

seen a decline in the weekly contributions in June. 
 

As you enjoy the blessings of summer, please remember 

SUMC, and make your regular contribution to the 

church.  This allows the ongoing financial needs of the 

church to be met. 
 

      Mark Hearn 

      Chair, Finance Committee 

Volunteer opportunities:  
  Food Pantry Month—July 2-16 
  Beef Days lunch July 22—willing workers 
& food donations  needed -see the clipboard  

  VBS leaders needed  - see pg 5  

  VBS Materials donations  - pg 5 

  Hosts for photography sessions needed   

  Fresh flowers for the altar on Sundays 

     PIANIST/ACCOMPANIST NEEDED!  With 
Holly’s departure, we need a pianist for   
Sunday morning worship.  This includes    
accompanying the choir and attending choir 
rehearsals.  Please contact Sue Wilkinson     
at 319-321-1344 or Pastor Scott at the 
church office.   

     Beef Days Luncheon (Youth Fundraiser), 
Saturday July 22—It’s less than a month 
away and there’s a lot to do to get things 
prepared for the Annual Beef Days Luncheon.  
A list of all the supplies and workers needed 
is on the clipboard, so please come for the 
fun and sign up to help as you are able.    

    C3 meeting, Thursday July 6th at 6:30 PM,  
in the Solon United Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall.  We will be making prayer jour-
nals at the meeting (Bring a composition 
notebook or other journal to decorate, paper 
cutter, double sided tape or glue sticks.). 

     

     Photography sessions and revising our 
church directory—July 25—29, also pg7.     
Julia Woessner is leading this effort.    To set 
up a time for your photos: on site July 2 at 
9:00 Dick Schwab will be taking reservations, 
and Julia Woessner will be doing the same at 
11:15, so look them up after the service, or 
anytime just contact Julia at woess-
ner21@gmail.com or at 319-800-3096.  On-
line scheduling with be available later in   
July—look for an email to announce when 
that is available. 

   Hosts:  To be a  “host” during one of the 
photo session time slots please sign up on 
clipboard.  Julia will start making calls to find 
hosts for the empty timeslots starting next 
week, so if you want your choice of times, 
don’t delay and select your date and time 
today.     

     VBS 2017 :  This summer’s VBS will be July 
31—Aug 4, 9 am—11:30 am.  The theme is 
“Maker Fun Factory”.  Note the time change 
from recent years—we meet in the morning, 
and dismiss before lunch.    See page  5. 

        Flowers for the altar—If you would like 
to share some of the flowers from your gar-
den with the congregation, please sign up on 
the sheet across from the restrooms or call 
the office 624-2288.  Just bring them in be-
fore Sunday morning—vases are available 
under the kitchen sink.   

      

   Old Gold Diner  Site Council is looking for a 
new Manager, as Duane is retiring (Anna is 
not). Call 624-3686 or 331-3412 and give 
your name and number and a site council 
member will contact you with more infor-
mation. Spending time with the people we 
serve is quite rewarding. If you are free while 
your kids are in school, it might be your per-
fect part time job.  Approximately 4 hours 
per day from 9-1, Monday thru Friday.  Call 
now and find out what it is all about. Consid-
er sharing the time with a friend, that way 
you won’t be tied up every day and the two 
of you can cooperate to cover the job. There 
are 10 paid holidays. Volunteers are available 
to help out. Contact Jeanne Erhart for more 
info. 

     UMW Roadtrip to The Bird House in Iowa 
City, July 18, 9:15 am meet at the church  

     July is a special drive for the Food Pantry!  
Please bring in food items for those in need, 
and place them in the tub near the coat racks 
by July 16th.  Also —- 

Community Food Pantry - Open Mondays: 
2:00-6:00pm.  Food donations are accepted 
on Mondays from Noon to 1:30 pm or by 
appointment.  Don’t forget, you can also do-
nate Sam’s points to the food pantry. 

     Family Life Center Reservations —Contact 
the main office and ask for Deb,  624-2288, 
for scheduling your FLC events. Thank you!    

                                  A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  
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