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Advent—A Season of Hope
When we are at our best we United Methodists
believe that the future is full of promise, full of
hope. In the season of Advent we watch and journey toward celebrating the birth of one who revealed the human face of God—Jesus the Christ.
Advent calls us to be on the watch, to anticipate
the things of God.
It is the essence of being watchful to also be full of
hope. However, to hope is not simply to watch and
wait. To hope is to work for its coming and to live
out the promise and hope today. Not to wallow in
the pits of despair, but allow the God of hope to fill
us, so that we may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.
Consider the actions that go with despair:
retreat—withdraw—shrinking back upon
ourselves, but consider the actions that go
with hope: progress—growth—movement—
improvement.
People wonder if Christmas this year will be
just the same old, same old, filled with the
same disappointments as last year, or will
there be something different, some
unexpected sign of hope.

Some Unexpected Sign of Hope

Let’s offer the unexpected this AdventChristmas-Epiphany season. Let’s invite others to experience actions of hope.


Invite the neighbors over to your house.



Invite someone to one of our church worship services.



Invite yourself to a renewal of prayer and devotion.

What sign can we offer that the Christ of Christmas has come among us?
Have a blessed Advent!

The Wesley Class will be singing at the Care
Center on 12/17 9:30-10 am.
We will have a short message, then sing about
5-6 Christmas Carols prior to greeting the
residents.
All are welcome to join us!

Note the single morning
services at 9:00 AM on
Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve
Candlelight services at
4 & 5:30 Christmas Eve

November was a month of giving thanks and counting our blessings. Our children are our greatest blessing and
we give thanks for the teachers who volunteer each week to help them learn about God, Jesus and stories of the
Bible. In November, the Pre-K thru 4th graders learned stories about Solomon, while the 5th/6th graders discussed
thankfulness.
On November 26th, the Sunday school Singers sang "I Will Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving"-

Their
smiling
faces
and
joyful
sound
brightened
the
sanctuary!

December will be a busy month...the Pre-K thru 4th graders will learn about Mary and Joseph, and of course Baby
Jesus. The 5th/6th graders will make some special gifts in early December and talk about Christmas as a season of
giving.
On December 17th, the Sunday schoolers will perform their Christmas Program at the 10:15 service! You will not
want to miss it! Kids of all ages are encouraged to join! There will be a practice on December 16th from 9 to
10:00am. All kids in the program will need to be at the practice if possible.
December dates to remember:
December 16th: Christmas Program practice 9-10:00am
December 17th: Christmas Program at the 10:15 service
December 24th: No Sunday school
December 31st: No Sunday school
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 AT 10:15 SERVICE

Each year we look forward to the Children's Christmas Program to hear the children's
voices and message, but also for the impromptu, unexpected and often humorous incidents that only come from our kids. Jill Richards will be directing the program this year,
with assistance from Payton Phillipp, as a National Honor Society project. Some of the
older kids and youth will also be taking part in the program. In the coming weeks, during
the Sunday School hour, the children will be learning songs that will be a part of the program and various reading parts will be assigned. There will also be a dress rehearsal
on Saturday, December 16th from 9-10:00 AM. We need singers, actors, donkeys,
sheep, and many more. Every child will participate.
We hope you will invite others to enjoy the performance on the 17th also. If your child is
interested in being involved, or if you have props such as manger scenery or costumes,
please contact Jill Richards at 319-270-7690 or jillrichards2000@gmail.com

YOUTH GROUP WEDNESDAYS

56
78

6:30-8:00 pm
November has been a great start to the Christmas season at
Handley's Tree Farm. Thank you to all who have helped work
at the Cocoa Cabin, made fudge and treats to sell, and come
to buy them. We appreciate all this support. We will be there
this coming weekend as well, December 2nd and 3rd. We still
need some more fudge contributions, please let me know if
you are able to help. This is our biggest fundraiser for our
mission trip! (see below)
Questions, don't hesitate to contact me
stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org or 319-331-2052.

MISSION TRIP 2018
We will be heading to Brunswick, GA this year for our mission trip.
We will be going July 7-14.
We will be helping with Hurricane Irma relief.
If you are in 8th - 12th grade and interested in going on this mission trip,
please contact Jenn Stiegelmeyer at stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org.

Get Involved….

You won’t want to miss our December youth group sessions — coming up on December 20th
we’ll be getting in the spirit with crafts, and caroling at SNCC—6:45 pm! See you all soon,

Be Inspired

Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Director

mcatees@soloniaumc.org

Cocoa and Carols (& Soup)
December 10, 5:00 PM
We’ll be meeting in the Fellowship Hall for Cocoa,
soup, bread, cookies and fellowship. Then we’ll
move into the Sanctuary to sing your favorite Carols.

December 10
5:00 PM

There’s a sign-up sheet for you to participate by
bringing cookies and bread. AND there may be a
soup making session in FH that afternoon, so if
you’re interested watch for more news about that in
the announcements in upcoming bulletins.
See you there! For more information, please
contact Pastor Lisa.

Trailblazers (K thru 4th)
Each Wednesday afternoon over 30 children gather from 3:30 to 5:30 to hear Bible stories that
tell them how much they are loved by God and how to show love to one another. These
lessons are learned through creative uses of crafts, snacks, games, and mission projects.

Our first lesson focused on The Lord’s Prayer and praying for others as well as ourselves. We then spent several
weeks studying stories from both the Old and New Testaments praising God and making a commitment to live the
way God wants us to live. We are now studying each part of the Christmas story - angels delivering messages,
Mary & Joseph preparing for Jesus birth, people who help us through difficult journeys, depending on God’s
promises, shepherds & kings worship Jesus.
We are blessed to have Lindy Hopp, Katie Deike, Carol Richards and Natalie Jacobson as amazing leaders of each
area. Charles & Sue Whetstine help Pastor Scott walk the children from the elementary school to the Family Life
Center. Brianna Kerkove, Georgia Lange, Madison Kerkove, Anna Jayson, Eric Weetman, Kate Richards, Sandra
McLaughlin, and Lynn Schlote help in each area or the nursery. Deb Sheets prepares our attendance sheets and
works with school secretaries to make sure each child is accounted for and keeps us all organized!

We would love to have more people serve in this amazing ministry! Mary Hunt just started helping with
crafts this week — you can step in anytime. Please prayerfully consider sharing God’s Love in this life-changing
way! Will you give a few hours to help build God’s kingdom one child at a time?
Contact Pastor Lisa at schroederl@soloniaumc.org or call 319-624-2288

SOS—Sisters of Strength:
The last day for our Advent study is December 4, we’re reading
"Not A Silent Night" by Adam Hamilton. We’ll take a break for
the rest of December. The remainder of the school year schedule:

C3 (Crafts, creativity, and Christ)
We meet-the First Thursday of
each month.

January 8-February 12: “Unclued" by Lysa Terkaurst

December’s project is

February 19-March 26: "Women On The Way" by Kevin Scully

11X14 Christmas tree painting

April 2-May 21: “Fearless" by Max Lucado (I have 9 books. I will
set out at the office as we get closer to this study.)

Led by Karla Puettmann

You will need to get your own copy of the books except
for “Fearless”. There are copies of some of these books in the
church library.

We meet Mondays at 6:30 FH or choir area. Feel free to
share this information with friends, families, co-workers or your
neighbors. Anyone can join at any time.
Questions: Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us. .

Date: Thurs. Dec. 7th at 6:30 in
the fellowship hall
Pre-registration is required by Dec. 4th. Register by
emailing Karla at rkpuett@southslope.net
Cost: $5 to cover all supplies
No painting experience required, everyone is welcome. Come and create with us!

Surviving the Holidays Grief Seminar
Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season..
FH ( Dec 5, 12:15 pm and Dec 19, 6:30 pm)
(Follow-up Care night—Jan 3, 6:30 pm)
Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has
changed and that happy memories from past years can’t be
recreated? This Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially
for people who are grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn:
 How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during
holidays
 What to do about traditions and other coming changes
 Helpful tips for surviving social events
 How to discover hope for your future

UMW will have it's Christmas Luncheon at 1 pm on Dec. 6th in Fellowship
Hall. All women of the church are invited to attend. We always have lots
of great food, an entertaining program and plenty of good fellowship!
On Dec. 14 Alice Mally and Connie Keith will provide cookies for the Solon
Care Center Bingo. We will not meet in January.

The Men’s group will be serving soup and churchburgers at the
Christmas Tree Walk at the Family Life Center - December 2.
Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family Life Center. The SUMC men are studying the Bible. If you would like to
attend, call Mike Turner at (319)624-2061.

SUMC is collecting for Toys for Tots

—Toys for Tots is a program
run by the United States Marine Corps Reserve which distributes toys to
children whose parents cannot afford to buy them gifts for Christmas. The
program was founded in 1947 by reservist Major Bill Hendricks. You can
find the tags on the tree in the fellowship hall and place the unwrapped
gifts in the box beside the tree. Dec. 14th is the last day to accept toys Pickup date is Dec. 15th. Thanks for your support!

Project Holiday Help the Crisis Center spread joy this season with a donation to Project Holiday!
Project Holiday is the Crisis Center’s annual holiday meal distribution which takes place the week
before Christmas each year. The goal behind this drive is to provide families with the ingredients
they need to create their own family traditions. Each year, the Crisis Center provides meals
for over 1,700 families in our community.

Will you help us spread joy this holiday season? Your $25 contribution covers the
cost of the meal for one family, including a turkey, ham, or other entrée item, sides, vegetables,
and a variety of other grocery items needed to prepare a holiday feast. By taking a tag and placing money in the mission envelopes in the pew and marking it with Project Holiday, you help us
brighten the holidays for hundreds of our neighbors in need.
Happy Holidays, The Crisis Center of Johnson County

For the Month of November—Missions Collected:
Nov. 5th - Hispanic/Latino Sunday
$ 73.00
Nov. 26th - United Methodist Student Day
$140.00

The United Methodist Women have been busy in their Missions work this year—collecting , stitching, organizing and
shipping, plus much more.
They’ve advertised and collected donations for various kits
Locally for children’s school bags and personal care and hygiene kits, ditty
the nursing home bingo prizes.

bags as well as candy bars

for

They’ve stitched and stuffed pillows for the American Cancer Society,
and they’ve gathered items for Hurricane Relief both Health Kits and Cleaning Buckets. Thanks to
everyone that answered the call and contributed various items to
go in the kits and most of all thanks to the United Methodist
Women who have worked to organize these efforts put together
bags, pillows, and kits for those needing this assistance.
Here are the details:
American Cancer Society: 147 completed Pillows for patients
Mission of Hope:

64 personal Hygiene bags
51 Ditty Bags

Solon Care Center:

30 pounds of candy bars

UMCOR Hurricane Relief: $3005.00 in Cash Donations
25 Health Kits
6 complete cleaning bucket plus
2 boxes of cleaning supplies

Who Says Pie Making Can’t be Much Fun?
Preparations are underway for the Christmas Tree Walk, which includes frozen pie sales. Two pie making sessions were held in
November where a total of more than 130 pies were created (cherry,
peach, apple, rhubarb, 4-berry, and more). This week individuals and
groups are decorating trees and wreaths to compete in the show. People are practicing for the musical performances, and Santa is checking off
his list. Men are cooking up church burger fixins & women are making
frozen cookie dough to be baked on site. Don’t miss this event -Dec 2!

Farewell to a Tradition: The Final SUMC Football Dinner was Saturday November 18. It was a good day, mixed with a little
sadness in seeing a long tradition come to an end. We received a couple of special Thank You cards that we want to share:
All,
In 1999 we moved to Coralville from California.
Our friends from Lake McBride introduced us to your Saturday
home game day meals. We have traveled the road to Solon
ever since.
Thank you for delicious tenderloins, church burgers, soup, pies
and cakes. Thank you all for preparing, serving and cleaning
up.
Thank you for years of wonderful memories.

Congratulations & THANK YOU for so many delicious & nutritious
meals… feeding the soul as well as the body.
Even as Grant Wood put Solon on the map, you were next to
establish your tradition for our community. Thank you. You’ve
worked so hard & so generously & your efforts have been incredibly appreciated.
Love from your grateful diners.

THANK YOU to all who have baked pies, breaded tenderloins, cooked soup, served desserts, cleaned tables and all of the
many other duties that made the Football Dinners possible!

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com.. Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon, newsletter announcements are due by the 20th of each month. Thank You.

In December:
Dec 2—Christmas Tree Walk...
Dec 6—UMW Christmas Luncheon
Dec 7—C3 Tree Painting project
Dec 10—Cocoa & Carols (& Soup)
Dec 17—Children’s Christmas Program
Dec 24— Christmas Eve Candlelight!
RIPPLE EFFECT—I alone cannot
change the world, but I can cast a
stone across the waters to create
many ripples.” Mother Teresa Our
Finance Committee has been busy
working to get the word out concerning the RIPPLE EFFECT of our
giving. You should have received
emails regarding the stewardship
campaign, giving you an opportunity to estimate your giving for 2018.
Please prayerfully consider what
you plan to give to the church in
2018, and return the estimate of
giving card or go to the front page
of our website and on the left under
Stewardship Campaign click on
Pledge Card and you can submit
your estimate online. May we all
find joy in giving freely of our time,
talents, dollars and LOVE.

New Windows—Check out the new
windows in the nursery and lower
level classrooms– we hope to keep
the cold drafts out this winter.
Thank the trustees for making this
happen!
Child Care—Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor, is putting together a list of
baby sitters and the ages they would
be qualified to care for, so we can
provide that information to those
with occasional child care needs. If
you’re a qualified babysitter and
would like to be on this list, call
Lindy at 319-899-8586 with your
request.
Attention all bakers—please collect
your cookware from the Fellowship
Hall. If you picked up a metal pie
pan recently look along the top lip
of the pan and if you find the initials
IW, please return it to Irene Wears.
A BIG Thanks to everyone for baking
goodies for the Christmas Tree Walk
and for our Football Dinners and
Cocoa Cabin !

Make a Difference Challenge 2017 To date we’ve received $10,878.58!
Thank You, for Making a Difference!
Final SUMC FOOTBALL Dinner
Nov.18. to http://soloniaumc.org/
files/2017/09/Football-DinnersHistory.pdf for the history of this
tradition.
Lay Readers needed: Want to join
our Lay Reader ministry? We’ve
had some step down, so we need
others to step up and join the Lay
Reader rotation for Sunday morning
worship. Please contact Deb at the
church 624-2288. Blessing to all!
Old Gold Diner dates to remember:
Dec 6—Celebrating Dec Birthdays
Dec 12—City of Solon Rep speaks
Dec 12—site council meeting
Dec 13 –meal sponsored by Proffitts
Dec 14 - foot clinic
Dec 20—lunch with the 4th graders
Dec 25 & 26 closed for Christmas
Dec 27—The Old Golds entertain

New Defibrillators:
With all of the activities that take place in our facilities, we need to be prepared for a cardiac-related emergency,
but our existing Defibrillator has reached the end of its lifespan. Thanks to the diligent efforts of Phil Kakacek, he
found a good deal on a new American AED defibrillator to replace the one in the church, plus another one for the
Family Life Center. These have been ordered and should be here the first week of December. Training will be
held shortly thereafter, so look for the signup sheet in December so YOU too, will know how to use this potentially life-saving device should the need arise. (We held training this past June, but the new devices will be slightly
different, so you may still want to come for a refresher and to
hear about any new information.)
For more details, or if you have questions—please talk to Phil.

Mark & Tina Hearn as he recovers from cancer.
Tom Moore’s stepmother suffering from pancreatic cancer.
Judy Grecian and family upon the loss of her
father, Lester Bell.
Traveling mercies for Alex Bruns’ dad as he embarks upon a cross country adventure.
Karen Hahn—prayers for a good friend, Dave
Frank, diagnosed with cancer.
Continued prayers for recovery for Ed Haury
and his son-in-law, Preston.
National Adoption month, prayers for all those
kids waiting to be adopted, may they find a
loving family to call their own.
Stuart McGill’s thankful that Karen’s kidney
stone surgery went well, and continued prayers for the follow-up surgery.
Phyllis Cabbage undergoing surgery 11/6.
For anyone suffering from depression of some
sort—may they can find happiness & health.
Gloria Ritchie’s daughter, Jean Lake, who fell
and broke her leg.
Trevor McGill who has mono and bronchitis.
Joe Wilkinson and family mourning the death of
his aunt, his late mother’s twin sister.
Pastor Lisa’s mother, Janice who is in declining
health and has suffered a stroke which resulted in paralyzed left side and slurred speech.
Phyllis Fiala who had a bad fall.
Connie Lang who died unexpectedly in her sleep.
Jill Weetman’s dad, Carroll, following his bone
marrow transplant.
Norman (Doc) Brumwell hospitalized with undiagnosed health issues.
For those facing family issues caused by drugs
and neglect and thanks for the grandparents
and friends that step up to fill the gap and
provide love and support.
Thelia & Terry Hess ask for prayers for strength
and healing for their granddaughter & daughter-in-law having medical issues and surgery.
Lindy Hopp’s friend, Tammy, facing a set back in
her cancer treatments.
Ginny Kunkel undergoing chemo and radiation.
Verlee Lauderbaugh granddaughter—Addie who
has walking pneumonia, and for daughter Darci undergoing some medical tests.
John & Kay McFarland as they transition to a
care center in Lone Tree.
Zeb Kleinsmith having surgery (appendectomy).
Rick Havel’s mother having tests for colon problems 11/20.
Margaret Korpel’s nephew’s friend’s newborn
with respiratory problems.
Jill Richards having a wisdom tooth removed.
Karen Moeckli–continues chemo, and her husband suffers w/dementia.
For those facing Thanksgiving and the holiday
season alone.

Sue Wilkinson’s friend’s mother who fell and
broke her leg.
Jay Proffitt asks for prayers for those who have
made poor choices, or facing addiction and
other obstacles, may they be able to make
good decisions, find a job, get their lives back
on a good track.
Kay Geguzis’ daughter facing medical issues,
undergoing tests & biopsies.
Traveling mercies for all those traveling for the
holidays.
Thanks to all for all the work and support that
has gone into our footfall dinner tradition
ended this November –it’s been a good run!
Thankfulness that Mark Hearn’s health is improving!
Ben Jacobson expressed thankfulness for a loving church & community!
Congratulations to Dolfi Kalm - recent Assistant
Coach of the Year Award!
Happy to have Garret Locke’s parents, Louis &
Carol, visiting this week.
Happy Birthday to Tyler Locke as he turns 16!
Congratulations to the Solon football team on
their hard work and athletic achievements.
Melody Morris celebrates birth of new babies,
and especially that her great niece and her
husband are expecting a new baby!
Johnson’s grandparents celebrating their 50th
anniversary.
Jill Weetman’s dad, Carroll improved recovery,
and also a joy that her parents will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary Dec 2.
Joy for the Solon HS students putting on a lovely
performance of the musical “Mary Poppins”.
Celebration and welcome for new members
received at the 8 am service—Thelia & Terry
Hess, and Ivan & Bonnie Hasselbusch.
Dan Boggs -joy to have mother visiting from TX.
Thanks for the music—Youth & Celebration Bells
& Ann at piano, John leading hymns.
Kay Geguzis expressed joy upon the birth of her
new great grand-daughter 11/5/17!
Sue Wilkinson celebrating the successes of her
daughter Kelly &Madrid cross country team.
A very special thanks to everyone that contacted me, sent a card, called me or helped during my surgery and recovery. You are very
special people. Thank you, — Ed Haury
Emily Sargent expressed thankfulness for the
meals and wishes for their new baby, Addie.
Scott Nicol thanked everyone for the support,
following the loss of his wife, Terri.
Beth Richards celebrating her 16th birthday!
11/5 All Saints Sunday—we remembered Gene
Dunn, Daryl Grecian, Bob Jedlicka, Thomas
McDonald, Terri Nicol and John Pierce.

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout
your time of need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card (located
in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship. If you would like to add your
prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church office at (319) 624-2288,

MILLER, Jadyn
MOTTINGER, Dina
WERNER, Brent
HANSEN, Denny
HURST, Mary
STRANG, Kevin
WHEELER, Tim
EGGERS, Cheyenne
GRUBER, Logan
HANSEN, Dana
SCHMITT, Karen
HAHN, Nile
METZLER, Lisa
PROFFITT, Abraham
RUFF, Nathaniel
HAHN, Jean
WERNER, Tom
GNIDA, Louis
LOCKE, Ryan
PROFFITT, Helen
KUCERA, Adam
SMITH, Alexandra
TURNER, Mike
WHETSTINE, Susan
BROWN, Robert
BRUMWELL, Alanna
LEIGHTON, Jim
WATTS, Kurtis
ERHART, Tom
GRUBER, Mary
LACROIX, Natalie
LESAN, Bob
SEDLACEK, Teresa
WEETMAN, David
BOGARD, Megan
METZLER, Dan
MEYER, Kelly
SWAN, Gretchen
DURR, Ellie
COOK, Joyce
NEARAD, Kris
HESS, Thelia
OWEN, Lexi
BRANSKY, Andrew
HAVEL, Rick
LESAN, Janel
CROWELL, Ivy
BARK, Jeanne
KESSLER, Jordan
MELSHA, Kolby
MILLER, Nathan
MISEL, Jan
OAKES, Natalie
SWAN, Jeff

Do you have a birthday in this month but don’t see your birthday listed? Contact the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com.
Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your birth year to be able to enter in the software.
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation
of our world
Rev. Scott Keele Kober, Lead Minister
Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Music & Discipleship
Deb Sheets, Office Administrator
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries
Ann Fienup, Accompanist
Mary Kucera, Director of Hand Bells
Penny Tompkins, Treasurer
Jon Lorence, Custodian
Jerrod Hilton, Security
Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff:
Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J & Selma K

8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship
9:15 AM —Sunday School
9:00 & 11:00 AM – Fellowship

Church Phone: (319) 624-2288
Address: 122 North West St., Solon, IA 52333
Church Website: www.soloniaumc.org
Church Facebook: Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa

