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This July brings change at Solon United Methodist Church.  We had our last sermon from Pastor 
Scott in June and wish him the best as he departs for new adventures in Cedar Falls and hands 
over the button to Pastor Ken.  We get ready to welcome Pastor Ken as he takes on the leader-
ship role.  Ken is our pastor effective July1, even though their actual move isn’t until July 7.  
Hopefully you won’t have an immediate pastoral need during that week, but if you do, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the church office 624-2288, and you will be put in contact with Ken. 
Change for us, change for Pastor Scott and change for Pastor Ken, let us embrace it!  A basic 
timeline for the next 3 weeks is included above.   
 

 Scott’s final newsletter message: 

We appreciate all the well wishes, and the gift card to 
K&K Gardens is going to be fun!     God Bless you and 
Thank you!   

Scott, Karen and Ethan 
 

 A brief note from Pastor Ken: 

     My Friends.  Very soon Chrisa and I will be joining with you in the Ministry of    
Solon and the greater community.  I am looking forward to the journey. Another   
season under the banner of Christ Jesus.  This banner, this standard is a guidon* to 
focus on and to follow.  Here and now dear friends we are God’s children and what 
we shall be has not yet been revealed.  But we know that when Christ appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  (1 John ) 

    I look forward to meeting you all soon. 

                  Shalom,  Pastor Ken   

* Obviously Pastor Ken’s vocabulary is more extensive than my own, as I was unsure what a guidon was, 
and needed to look it up.  In case anyone else is not well versed in the meaning and use of this term, I’ve 
included the following from Wikipedia and a USS MO guidon: 

The significance and importance of the guidon is that it represents the unit and its commanding officer.  
When the commander is in, his or her guidon is displayed for everyone to see. When 
the commander leaves for the day, the guidon is taken down. It is an honor to be the 
guidon carrier for a unit, known as a "guidon bearer" or "guide". He or she stands in 
front of the unit alongside of the commander (or the commander's representative), 
and is the rallying point for troops to fall into formation when the order is giv-
en. In drill and ceremonies, the guidon and commander are always in front of 
the formation. 
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July 1, 2018  Communion 

Msg: Hymn Sing led by Pastor Lisa 

Kate Richards (tuba) 

 

    July 8, 2018  

Message:  Meet and Greet our new 

Pastor Ken Ferguson and his wife-Chrisa   

Music: Cathy Boggs (8 am) 

Nancy, John & Catherine (8 & 10:15) 

 

July 15, 2018  Mission Trip News 

Scripture: Psalm 119: 105-112 

Message: by Pastor Ken Ferguson 

Music: Mission Trippers  

  

 July 22, 2018 

Message: by Pastor Ken Ferguson 

Music: Mary Richards (piano)  

VBS Singers 

   

July 29, 2018 

Message: by Pastor Ken Ferguson 

Music: it could be YOU—just sign up on 
the clipboard on the piano (DQ?) 

 

Nursery is available every Sunday from 8:00—11:15 am for children infant to 

age 5 in the lower level of the church by trained paid staff. 

Welcoming Ken and Chrisa! 

Ken and Chrisa Ferguson will arrive in Solon on July 7.  Please be sure to join us for worship 
on July 8 to meet them!  Since they'll have spent the previous two days loading and unload-
ing their household, the service will be informal, informative and fun! 

We'll be wearing name tags for a while at worship.  Please participate - this will help           
immensely with learning who we are! 

SPRC was provided with a list of 50 ways to make a new pastor feel welcome.  Here are  
some easy ways you can help welcome the Fergusons- 

 Invite them to a social event - either at your home or something in the community that 
you're attending.  Don't feel slighted if they decline - moving is exhausting.  Ask again 
later! 

 Remember them in your prayers.   

 Introduce yourself repeatedly.  You have one name to learn; they have many to learn. 

 Wear a name tag - even if you don't like wearing a name tag! 

 Offer to introduce Ken to community leaders you know well.   

 Invite them to any civic organization meetings you attend.   

 Give them a gift certificate to your favorite restaurant - invite them to visit it with you. 

 Invite them to simply go for a walk.  If you work in Solon, take a walk during the day and 
introduce them to people you know around town. 

 Write a note of welcome or send a card. 

Mostly importantly, open your hearts and decide that you are going to love our new pas-
tor!  Welcoming the Fergusons in a genuine and effective way, lays the ground work for a 
healthy and vital relationship and the development of stable, long-term ministries together! 

Sue Wilkinson, SPRC chair 

June Worship Attendance 

      8:00            10:15       Total 
 June 3    58        44  102 
 June 10      49  41          90 
 June 17               108  68        176                     
 June 24  38  62  100 

SPRC 

Church Council Potluck 
   

Our next Church Council will be a potluck on July 17th beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

We will not be having a formal meeting just approve the May minutes and then  

spend the evening getting to know our new pastor, Rev. Ken Ferguson.   

The Turners will be providing the meat  

and beverages and table service will be provided.  

Please bring your favorite ‘potluck’ dish to share.  All are invited.  

More details to follow as the date gets closer.  

                                                                    —Marilyn, Church Council Secretary 

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!   

Worship the Lord with gladness! 
Come before him with joyful songs!   

Psalm 100:1-2 
 

Scripture reminds us to enter into our worship with glad-

ness and you and sing joyful songs.  Music is an important 

part of worship and we use a variety of styles of music 

from diverse sectors of the worldwide Christian community to accomplish this goal.  We include “something old” 

and “something new” as we choose which hymns we will sing each week, and carefully consider types and catego-

ries of music that might speak to people with a variety of favorites.  At times we might sing something familiar to 

people, or we might challenge the congregation with something less familiar.   

SEEKING AN ACCOMPANIST 

As you may know, Jill Richards has been serving as our accompanist for the past several months, but she will be 

heading to Luther College for college in mid-August.  That means we must find a new accompanist.  Get the word 

out to all you know who might be interested in playing on a regular basis or even to fill in now and then.  Let us 

continue to respond to God’s command to make a joyful noise and sing joyful songs as we worship the Lord with 

gladness!  Feel free to contact me if you have any suggestions for music, names of people who have musical tal-

ent, or ideas for worship!    

                                                  Pastor Lisa Schroeder  (schroederl@soloniaumc.org) 

 

  MUSIC MINISTRY  

SUMMER MUSIC 

On July 1, we will incorporate a “hymn sing” in wor-

ship with several hymns that were chosen by the con-

gregation over the previous weeks by vote.  Through-

out the summer we invite members of the congrega-

tion and community to offer their gifts of music; 

whether it be a vocal piece or instrumental.  This is a 

great opportunity to give the children and youth an 

opportunity to share their musical gifts, as well.  On 

July 1, Kate Richards will play the Star Spangled Ban-

ner on her tuba.  Mary Richards will play Ode to Joy as 

a piano solo on July 22.  Taylor Weetman played her 

clarinet in June.  The Mission Trip participants will 

lead worship and the music on July 15.  We are 

blessed to have our DQ’s who love to share some  

gospel tunes in the mix.  Our praise band typically 

leads worship once a month.  On August 12 we will be 

visited by a husband wife team who go around the 

country singing at RV parks, nursing homes and 

churches.  Terry and Thelia Hess have heard them and 

strongly recommended them to share their music 

with us.   

As we enter into the month of July, summer vacation 

is nearing the half-way point and I hope that you will 

take the opportunity to get your name on the calen-

dar for sharing your musical gift before the summer 

ends!  We have several opportunities each service for 

special music so don’t be shy!  You also might prayer-

fully consider the opportunity to sing in the choir this 

year!  Practice will start at the end of August. 



 

  

 

 
     ASAP 

 

Where do you think you can find this beautiful piece of artwork?  It’s a treasure that was painted on the gym wall at Taylor Elementary in 
CR.  This is the neighborhood where Matthew 25 is working to restore many hidden treasures, and bring life to homes and neighborhoods 

that have been neglected, flooded, or just not kept 
up because of circumstances that have kept the 
owners from being able to accomplish this on their 
own.  Some folks from SUMC took part in this 
weeks activities as well as over 200 others giving 
their time to refurbish and maintain some homes, 
garages and school landscaping.   Thanks to all who 
participated and if you haven’t tried it yet, it’s a 
rewarding experience to consider next summer. 

                                                  Matthew 25 Transform Week, June 25-29 



 
CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! 

 

 

 

Youth Group Summer News: 

BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA MISSION TRIP 
We are headed to Georgia soon! 27 youth and 6 adult chaperones will be leaving on July 7th and returning July 14th.  
This group is getting very excited to spend a week together, serving God and seeing His beauty.  We will mostly be re-
building from Hurricane Irma’s destruction.  Some of us will also be helping with VBS for younger kids around the area. 
For some of us, this will be our first experience seeing the ocean as well.   We know we will experience God in new,  
exciting and challenging ways during our trip and we would love to have you pray for us while we work to be His hands 
and feet.  Pray for our travels, pray for our hearts and minds to be wide open, and to be physically ready to work in 
whatever capacity we are called.  Pray that we will accept each new challenge.  Pray that we will follow Christ’s exam-
ple in all we do so we can be a light to all we encounter.  We will be excited to share information about what we have 
learned and experienced on our trip with you.  Please come worship with us and hear about our adventures on July 15th 

at both services.  

 

BEEF DAYS LUNCH 
We have our annual Beef Days Lunch - July 21st.  

There are many opportunities for volunteering, 
donating and helping with the Beef Days Lunch.  
We need donations of food, please stop by the 
church, and see the clipboard for a list of what 
we are still in need of.  We need people to help 
prepare the food the 2 days before the lunch. 
We also need workers the day of, especially 
with clean-up.   If you are available to help, you 
may email Jenn Stiegelmeyer at stiegelmey-
erj@soloniaumc.org or call the church office and 
Deb will sign you up.  There will be a sign-up   
genius coming to your email soon, however, 
signups are also available at the church. This is 
our youth group’s largest fund raiser for our 
mission trip each year, we really appreciate the 
support we receive from our   congregation!  
Thank you so much! 
 

In Him, 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer 

    

  SUMC Youth Group Meetings Starting  

     in September:  

       Club 56 youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

       Peer 78 youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

       Fired UP! youth (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 

mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org
mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org


 

Missions Collection Update: 

May 27th – Peace with Justice collected $117.00.  This 

mission is to strive to live and work with people around 

the world and break down barriers so God’s children 

everywhere can have access to jobs, housing, education, 

food, clean water and health care. 

June 3rd – U.S. Disaster Response collected $122.00.  

UMCOR responds to disasters in the U.S. and stays until 

communities are able to return to a sense of normalcy. 

June 24th – AIDS Awareness collected $96.00.  Unite in 

the fight against HIV and AIDS and to show com-

passion and support to those living with the disease.     

 

UPCOMING MISSIONS: 

July 8th – Solon Food Pantry.              

This collection is always close to our 

hearts as it helps our fellow friends and 

neighbors in our own community. 

July 22th – Imagine No Malaria.  This Global  Ministries 

aims to reduce the number of deaths and illnesses 

caused by malaria in African communities through     

comprehensive, community-based malaria programs and 

quality health services at United Methodist Church     

affiliated health facilities. 

August 5th – Matthew 25.  We will learn about their 

Transform Week projects that were completed June 25-

29.  See a glimpse on page 5. 

 

Please continue to empty your change 

from your pockets and purses on Sun-

day mornings for our “noisy offering” 

in the collection plate.  You would be 

amazed at how that change adds up to 

help complete our missions’ require-

ments.  You are contributing to God’s 

work and it is very much appreciated. 

July Mission Moments 
UMW Mission Work 

Members of UMW have been busy during June.  The following 

were completed by Verlee Lauderbaugh and Irene Wears.  Working 

from their home to create them for delivery. Whew makes me 

tired just looking at these numbers!   Nice job ladies!! 

Strands of Strength, received 154 heart pillows for cancer 

patients. 

Johnson County Sheriff, 2018, received 17 youth sized 

blankets. This completes this mission project for 2018.  

Captain Kramer will contact us when more are needed. 

Cathy Boggs has created three blankets for Johnson County Sheriff 

that will be used in our next commitment to them.  Thanks Cathy 

for providing the assistance we needed to provide comfort to 

children in need! 

Bess Telecky created 12 blankets from donated material. These will 

be distributed to organizations in need which include Bridgehaven, 

Iowa City Shelter House and Mission of Hope.  Bess is always 

willing to help us out with our sewing needs! 

What a blessing these ladies are to 

our mission work in Jesus name! 

The next scheduled work sessions 

are Tuesday, July 10 and Tuesday, 

August 14 from 8:00AM—12:00 

noon. Everyone is welcome to 

participate, coffee and snacks 

provided.  It is a wonderful way to 

get to know each other while doing 

the work of Christ.  —Connie R.  

 A big THANK YOU to Connie Railsback for her ‘just do it’ attitude, 
and her efforts in getting many of these mission projects off the 
ground and running!   

 

Youth Mission Trip this summer is to Brunswick, 
Georgia from July 7-14 (see more on page 6).   
Pray for our youth and their leaders as they       
embark on this week of service, that they will    
accept each new challenge and learn from it.  Pray 
that they follow Christ’s example in all they do, to 
be  a light to all those they encounter.  



 

Do you have a birthday in this month  but don’t see your 
birthday listed? Contact the Church at soloni-
aumc@gmail.com.  
 

Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your 
birth year to be able to enter in the software.  

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of 
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card (located 
in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you would like 
to add your prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church 
office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request. 

 In Our Prayers  
Mary Kucera’s mother - irregular heartbeat. 
The family of Kathleen "Kathy" Tichy, who 

died Tuesday, May 22.  
Jean Bark-friend Shirley who lost her husband.  
The Bark’s grandson, Jonathan, prayers for 

recovery after back surgery.   
Charles Whetstine—continued healing pray-

ers for John Carr.  
Nadine Sojka, prayers of healing for brother-in

-law with diabetes.  
Carol Richards nephew begins basic training.  
Paul Miller traveling back from Ohio from car-

ing for his brother. 
Kelly Smith’s mother suffering in chronic pain.  
Betty Buchmayer as she regains strength.     
Jo Hunt who recently fell and suffered a lacer-

ation to her head. 
Deb Ruff - a co-worker in a car accident.  
Jackie Hammers-Crowell—recovery for mom. 
Alice Mally—prayers for our leaders, produc-

tive talks with N Korea.  
Karen McGill-for prayers for a friend with 

health challenges. 
Renee Masters, prayers for Iowa Annual    

Conference Leaders and church pastors.  
Mike Reeves,  Solon Parks & Rec, diagnosed 

with cancer.   
Jon Stolfus recovering from accident.    
Jim Leighton’s aunt in TX lost her husband. 
Anna McAtee and DR Miller for continued 

recovery at home. 
Deb Ruff & Sandy Hanson - both recovering 

from knee surgery.  
May our leaders work together and find work-

able solutions to address the immigration 
problems with those seeking asylum in the 
US to escape violence and the children in-
volved in this conflict/migration.  

Scott Nicol’s son, Tony - unexpected event & 
resulting medical tests and also prayers for 
Tony’s father-in-law, Paul.   

Todd and Mandy Lauderbaugh and some      
concerns with the pregnancy.  

HYDE, Jamie   07/01 

MECHTENSIMER, Gary 07/01 

POEHLEIN, Vernon  07/01 

RITCHIE, Gloria  07/01 

RYAN, Taylor   07/01 

SILBERSTEIN, Kathryn  07/01 

SILBERSTEIN, Neil  07/01 

LEVIN, Nathan   07/03 

HUNT, Jo   07/04 

LEIDAL, Nathan  07/04 

RICHARDS, Jill   07/04 

CHILDS, Jordan  07/05 

KAKACEK, John  07/05 

KEELE KOBER, Karen  07/05 

WEETMAN, Eric  07/05 

ZUECK, Jeret   07/05 

FITZPATRICK, Emily  07/10 

STOTLER, Alyssa  07/11 

WHETSTINE, Charles  07/11 

SCHMIDT, Grayson  07/12 

LEVIN, Tenley   07/13 

SCHMITT, Kami  07/14 

VAN ROEKEL, Luke  07/14 

ERHART, Jeanne  07/15 

MACKE, Natalie  07/15 

MESSER, Brogan  07/15 

CAPPER, Emily   07/17 

MARTINEK, Kate  07/17 

FRERICH, Jessica  07/19 

CALEF, Denise   07/20 

FIALA, Grace   07/20 

FIALA, Mary   07/20 

RANARD, Alliso n  07/20 

UTHOFF, Susan  07/20 

WHEELER, Wendy  07/20 

PUETTMANN, Karla  07/23 

DVORSKY, Brooklyn  07/25 

KAKACEK, Phil   07/25 

BRUNS (KING), Aunika  07/26 

BRUNS, Alexandra  07/27 

NOVAK, Richard  07/27 

NOSKA, Junior   07/28 

VAN ROEKEL, Nate  07/28 

GRUBER, Ruby   07/29 

POEHLEIN, Norma  07/29 

BISHOP, Samson  07/31 

WERNER, Kendall  07/31 

 

 

 

Dave Windisch and family upon the passing 
of his wife, Suzanne. 

Boy scouts embarking on a camping trip 
week to the boundary waters-safe travels.  

Jenn Stiegelmeyer for the youth and adults 
going on this year’s mission trip to GA. 

Jackie Hammers-Crowell for low income 
families who struggle to pay for day care 
& put meals on the table during summer.  

Rejoices & Thanksgiving  
Ginny Kunkel doing well, she thanks every-

one for their prayers.  
Happy Birthday to Catherine Schaffer 6/23!  
Joy to have Phil preaching 6/24/18.   
Baptisms—Grant Moses and Jamie Kennedy, 

and welcoming Jamie as a new member 
along with Ian Wellington. 

Prayers and blessings for Scott, Karen and 
Ethan during this time of transition.  

 Ed Haury thankful for grandchildren visiting 
and safe travels back home 

Ron & Karla Puettman as well as Scott &  
Karen Kober—23rd anniversary June 10th. 

10th anniv. of the flood: rejoices for recov-
ery, and prayers for those still affected.   

Al Hulse– granddaughter, Sydney celebrates 
dance recital at Hancher.  

Dave Frisbie and Duane McAtee honored as 
Solon Seniors of the Year.  

Katy Miller starting a head coaching job in 
the St Louis area - June 17.  

Jennifer Allen—joy of school year end and 
blessings for our school, prayers for ways 
to end the violence and school shootings 
and those suffering. 

Congratulations to all the HS and college 
graduates and blessings to all those sup-
porting them in reaching their goals.   

Dan Boggs—Happy Birthday 5/30!  
  

     Flowers on the Altar  
   June 17 from John McFarland in memory    
        of Kay’s 80th birthday 6/16/18.   

mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
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We currently meet every Saturday morning at 6 a.m. at 
the Family Life Center.  The first Saturday of the month is 
breakfast at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Our men's group 
could use more members—please come check it out!   

  

The summer road trip will be July 26th. We will car pool from 
the church around 9:15. This year’s destination is Bridgehaven 
in Cedar Rapids where we will have a 10 am tour, with lunch 
following at a restaurant of the group’s choice. For more 
information call Shirley Andersen 319-541-0732,   or Barb 
Kalm 319-321-4078. 
 

We will have no meeting in August. 

 

 
C3 (Crafts, Creativity & Christ):   Join C3 for our monthly craft work-
shop Thursday, July 5th & 12th at 6:30 pm, we are creating LEAF BOWLS.         

   Would you like to create some pretty clay leaf bowls/dishes that could serve 
as small containers for holding keys or jewelry, could be used as decorations, 
or maybe even turned into candle holders to add a nice warm glow to your 
summer evenings?   

    Join C3 for this fun project in July to create your own bowl.  Participants will 
need to bring a freshly picked leaf, a bowl to mold the clay (size varies        
depending on your choice of leaf) and a rolling pin to smooth out the clay.   

    For more information please contact Nancy Worrell at                                    
nancybradworrel@southslope.net  

    The hardest part may be waiting patiently for the clay leaves to dry, before 
you can paint and personalize them.  That’s why this project takes 2 weeks- we’ll do the painting & finishing work July 12th.    

UMW Brunch June 21 

This year’s annual UMW brunch was June 21 at 
the home of Helen Proffit.  We had games, lots 
of great food, and Helen even made fragrant 
soaps of various colors as a center piece and      
to take 
home, 

pictured 
here ==>  

 

A good 
time was 
had by 
all.   

tel:(319)%20321-4078


 

                      Summertime and the livin’ is easy …                               

This famous aria opens Gershwin’s opera, Porgy and Bess.   

But in the summertime, the GIVIN’ isn’t easy.  Every summer our 
weekly giving drops drastically, which makes it difficult to meet our financial needs  and leaves us playing catch up in the 
fall.  Often we don’t catch up. 

We want to avoid the situation we experienced last year when we had to ask for extra funds late in the year to avoid a fi-
nancial crisis.  So we are asking NOW!  Here is what you can do to help: 

 PLEASE continue giving.  If you miss your regular payment due to travel, please make it up as soon as you can. 

 Consider making larger payments towards your pledge during the summer, then make smaller payments for the rest of 
the year.   

 Pay your entire pledge in the summer and enjoy the rest of the year knowing your pledge is paid in full. 

 If you are able, step up your payments to help make up our shortfall.  Bump up your regular giving to a higher level.  If 
you give $25, make it $35 for the summer.  Every little bit helps! 

 If you haven’t pledged, please give anyway!  We all enjoy the benefits of our church life.   

Help the finance committee experience easy livin’ this summer!  Thank you! 

 

   F i n a n c e 

Church Council Potluck 
   

 

 I wanted to provide a quick update as to my visit at Annual  
Conference this past Saturday. The theme was “Creating      
Difference Makers in New Communities of Faith”.           
Bishop Laurie Haller had an inspiring opening message that 
challenged us to see our own communities with new eyes, 
and to risk going off the map into uncharted territory.  She 
referenced a mix of American    History (explorers Lewis & 
Clark adapting on a path not yet mapped) with Scripture 
(Mark 2, verse 22 - new wine requires new wineskins).  She 
urged patience & perseverance as we forge our way ahead, 
and to do so without losing site of each other - or losing site 
of our mission.  With optimism of what we can accomplish 
together, Bishop Laurie encouraged us by  stating  “we have 
everything to hope, and little to fear”.   

Aside from that, there were reports in regard to financials,      

missions, the Way Forward document (which should see a 
more detailed & defined scope released this July), and a host 
of workshops from Immigration, reaching the unchurched, 
mental health, etc. Finally, it’s always nice to see former  
pastors, friends, & to meet new acquaintances - and to be a 
part of such a large congregation united in song & prayer.   

For further information, you can visit the links below. 

 https://www.iaumc.org/files/tables/content/11474950/
files/06-09-18+Everything+to+Hope%
2c+Little+to+Fear+final+version.docx  

 https://www.iaumc.org/ac2018 

     — Phil Kakacek, Lay Leader 

Annual Conference, June 8-11, 2018 

https://www.iaumc.org/files/tables/content/11474950/files/06-09-18+Everything+to+Hope%2c+Little+to+Fear+final+version.docx
https://www.iaumc.org/files/tables/content/11474950/files/06-09-18+Everything+to+Hope%2c+Little+to+Fear+final+version.docx
https://www.iaumc.org/files/tables/content/11474950/files/06-09-18+Everything+to+Hope%2c+Little+to+Fear+final+version.docx
https://www.iaumc.org/ac2018


 

WANTED:  Adults and high schoolers interested in teaching Sunday School.   

No experience necessary. Must have an interest in having fun and helping kids learn about God!  
 

A very wise man (Mark Hearn) told me a while back, "Whenever I visit a church, I can tell if they are growing and thriving 
based on their Sunday School program.  If they have a strong program, I know they are invested in the future and will  
continue to grow.  If a church does not support their children's programs, I can tell that they are not going to continue to 
prosper."   

I remember when Mark said that to me at a meeting of chairpersons of the different committees of the church.  He was 
very interested in hearing about Sunday school and our teachers, curriculum and concerns.  I told him that the most   
difficult part of being the coordinator was recruiting people to teach.  It is a big commitment to teach most Sundays from 
September through April, especially when families have so many weekend plans (sports tournaments, family getaways, 
etc.)  I remember when my daughter, Taylor, played club volleyball and we were out of town or out of state 2 weekends  
a month!  Between work, kids' activities, volunteering at school or after-school events, coaching, and running a house-
hold we parents are spread pretty thin!   

That being said, I would still like to ask you to consider teaching Sunday school.  When I started 18 years ago (after my 
son Eric was born) I really didn't know what I was getting into.  I was 1 of 4 teachers trying to corral a group of wild Pre-
schoolers into sitting and listening for an hour each week.  Sometimes we succeeded, sometimes chaos reigned!  Those 
Preschoolers will be starting their senior year of college and have turned out to be some amazing young people 
(probably due to the excellent teachers in Sunday school!)   

Now I teach 5th and 6th grade.  There are weeks where I am really prepared with fantastic ideas for class activities...and 
there are Sundays where I'm sitting in my room 5 minutes before the kids arrive searching for ideas on how to stop them 
from throwing pencils at each other!  Or crayons...or legos... or books, you get my drift.  One of my greatest joys from 
teaching is meeting and becoming friends with other teachers and families of the kids I have taught.  And, seeing the 
kids grow and thrive in their journey as Christians! 

 

THE DONT'S AND DO'S: 

 You don't have to know all the answers to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to know all the books of the Bible to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to have a Pinterest decorated room to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to be there every week to teach Sunday school 

 You do need to enjoy kids and their wit and wisdom- and you will get plenty of that! 

 You do need to be interested in helping kids develop in their Christian faith 

 You do need to enjoy coloring, reading, or crafts (and who doesn't like to color?) 

 You do need to love God and share that love with young people who think you're awesome 

 

Teaching is for EVERYONE!!  Some of our best teachers have been high schoolers, Moms, Dads, Grandparents....in 
other words, anyone and everyone!            Blessings to all,  Jill 

REWARD—UNLIMITED  
PS- Now that you're ready to teach, text or call me at 319-330-8961 or email me at weetmanj@yahoo.com! 

 

WANTED:  Adults and high schoolers interested in teaching Sunday School.   

No experience necessary. Must have an interest in having fun and helping kids learn about God!  

 

A very wise man (Mark Hearn) told me a while back, "Whenever I visit a church, I can tell if they are growing and 
thriving based on their Sunday School program.  If they have a strong program, I know they are invested in the fu-
ture and will  continue to grow.  If a church does not support their children's programs, I can tell that they are not 
going to continue to prosper."   

I remember when Mark said that to me at a meeting of chairpersons of the different committees of the church.  He 
was very interested in hearing about Sunday school and our teachers, curriculum and concerns.  I told him that the 
most   difficult part of being the coordinator was recruiting people to teach.  It is a big commitment to teach most 
Sundays from September through April, especially when families have so many weekend plans (sports tournaments, 
family getaways, etc.)  I remember when my daughter, Taylor, played club volleyball and we were out of town or out 
of state 2 weekends  a month!  Between work, kids' activities, volunteering at school or after-school events, coach-
ing, and running a household we parents are spread pretty thin!   

That being said, I would still like to ask you to consider teaching Sunday school.  When I started 18 years ago (after 
my son Eric was born) I really didn't know what I was getting into.  I was one of four teachers trying to corral a group 
of wild Preschoolers into sitting and listening for an hour each week.  Sometimes we succeeded, sometimes chaos 
reigned! Those Preschoolers will be starting their senior year of college and have turned out to be some amazing 
young people (probably due to the excellent teachers in Sunday school!)   

Now I teach 5th and 6th grade.  There are weeks where I am really prepared with fantastic ideas for class activi-
ties...and there are Sundays where I'm sitting in my room 5 minutes before the kids arrive searching for ideas on 
how to stop them from throwing pencils at each other!  Or crayons...or legos... or books, you get my drift.  One of 
my greatest joys from teaching is meeting and becoming friends with other teachers and families of the kids I have 
taught.  And, seeing the kids grow and thrive in their journey as Christians! 
 

THE DONT'S AND DO'S: 

 You don't have to know all the answers to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to know all the books of the Bible to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to have a Pinterest decorated room to teach Sunday school 

 You don't have to be there every week to teach Sunday school 

 You do need to enjoy kids and their wit and wisdom- and you will get plenty of that! 

 You do need to be interested in helping kids develop in their Christian faith 

 You do need to enjoy coloring, reading, or crafts (and who doesn't like to color?) 

 You do need to love God and share that love with young people who think you're awesome 

 

Teaching is for EVERYONE!!  Some of our best teachers have been high schoolers, Moms, Dads,                              
Grandparents....in other words, anyone and everyone!       Blessings to all,  Jill 

REWARD—UNLIMITED  
PS- Now that you're ready to teach, text or call me at 319-330-8961 or email me at weetmanj@yahoo.com! 

mailto:weetmanj@yahoo.com
mailto:weetmanj@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 

 

 

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or sheetsd@soloniaumc.org.   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

  

Current members of the 

SUMC Church and Society 

Ministry Team wear the 

lanyard to demonstrate our 

commitment to  inclusion 

of ALL individuals into the 

full life of our church.  We 

are available to talk with 

anyone with questions or 

interests  related to the  

 

 

 

Church and Society Ministry work, 

so just find a rainbow   lanyard and 

ASK. 

We welcome others to join us and 

a colorful lanyard can be yours just 

for the asking!   

Contact either co-chair with ques-
tions or interest:  Rick Havel 
(rickhavel@gmail.com) or Keela 
Herr (keela.herr@gmail.com)! 

     

Volunteer opportunities:  
  Food Pantry Month—July  
  Beef Days lunch July 21—willing workers 
& food donations  needed -see the clipboard  

  VBS helpers needed  - see pg 5  

  Organizer for church library  

  Fresh flowers for the altar on Sundays 

  Musicians to perform on Sunday mornings 

  Anyone who can spot the GOOD in this 
world GOD’s given us.    

     PIANIST/ACCOMPANIST NEEDED!  With 
Jill’s departure, we need a pianist for   Sun-
day morning worship.  This includes    accom-
panying the choir and attending choir re-
hearsals.  Please contact Pastor Lisa 325-4566   

     Beef Days Luncheon (Youth Fundraiser), 
Saturday July 21—It’s less than a month 
away and there’s a lot to do to get things 
prepared for the Annual Beef Days Luncheon.  
A list of all the supplies and workers needed 
is on the clipboard, so please come for the 
fun and sign up to help as you are able.    

     VBS 2018:  This summer’s VBS will be at St 
Mary’s Jul 16—20, 8:30 am—11:30 am.  The 
theme is “Shipwrecked”.  See more - page 3. 

          Did you know that your used/
cancelled stamps can be used for missions?  
Please deposit them in the blue mailbox in 
the foyer.    

 

 

 

Flowers for the altar—If you would like to 
share some of the flowers from your garden 
with the congregation, please sign up on the 
sheet across from the restrooms or call the 
office 624-2288.  Just bring them in before 
Sunday morning—vases are available under 
the kitchen sink.   

     UMW Roadtrip to Bridgehaven in Cedar 
Rapids, July 26, see page 8  for more info.  

     July is a special drive for the Food Pantry!  
Please bring in food items for those in need, 
and place them on the shelves in the foyer. 

Also Community Food Pantry - Open Mon-
days: 2:00-6:00pm.  Food donations are ac-
cepted on Mondays from Noon to 1:30 pm or 
by appointment.  Don’t forget, you can also 
donate Sam’s points to the food pantry. 

    WANTED—Senior Dining Site Manager—
M-F 9am—1pm, starting wage $12 per hour.  
For information call (319)331-3412 or 624-
3686. Spending time with the people we 
serve is quite rewarding. If you are free while 
your kids are in school, it might be your per-
fect part time job.  Call now and find out 
what it is all about. Consider sharing the time 
with a friend, that way you won’t be tied up 
every day and the two of you can cooperate 
to cover the job. There are 10 paid holidays. 
Volunteers are available to help out.  

     Family Life Center Reservations —Contact 
the main office and ask for Deb,  624-2288, 
for scheduling your FLC events. Thank you!   

      

 

 

GOD Sightings— Don’t forget to share a few 
photos, or maybe just a quick note when you 
spot GOOD in GOD’s world—post them  on 
the bulletin board by the water fountain.  

     C3 July Project—Leaf Bowls—This will be 
a two week project, July 5 and 12, 6:30 pm.  
See Nancy Worrell for more info, pg 8.   

   Do you thrive on organization and having 
everything neat and in it’s place—we need 
you!  We’re needing someone to organize 
our church library.  We are cleaning out a lot 
of bible study books and donating them to 
another organization and we have some new 
donations to add to the shelves, but in need 
of someone to tackle the project.  Please 
contact Deb or Penny if you are interested.   

   Summer Music — July 29 and all Sun-
days in August are open! If you, your kids 
(any age) or someone you know would like to 
sing or play the piano or another instrument 
for our Special Music we would love to have 
you.  Pick your Sunday(s) and sign up on the 
sheet on the piano.  Please let Deb know 
what you’ll be performing for the bulletin 
and if you have other questions – call Lisa. 
Thank you for blessing us with your talents!   

     UMW Missions:  reminds everyone to 
save their soaps and shampoos from travels 
this summer for missions—you may drop 
your items in the collection box on the table 
in front of the ramp in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Church & Society Ministry Team 

                Have you noticed the members wearing rainbow lanyards during church?  Do you want one too? 

mailto:rickhavel@gmail.com
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8:00 & 10:15 AM – Worship 

9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship 

  

Church Phone:  (319) 624-2288 

Address:  122 North West St., Solon, IA  52333 

  
Church Website:  www.soloniaumc.org 

Church Facebook:  Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa 

Rev. Scott Keele Kober,  Lead Minister 

Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Discipleship and Music 

Deb Sheets, Office Administrator 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries   

Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries  

Jill Richards, Interim Accompanist 

Mary Kucera,  Director of Hand Bells  

Penny Tompkins, Treasurer 

Jon Lorence, Custodian 

Jerrod Hilton, Security  

Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff: 

  Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J, Selma K & Alex L 
 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation                          

of our world 

http://www.soloniaumc.org

