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?TNEMELDDUFEB
I am writing this in the midst of a storm of frustration and a feeling of irritating
embarrassment. The printer has chosen to “act
up”, my dealings with my Kindle and the internet
are at an impasse. My desire to fully act on a new
leadership tool has hit a rogue wave of confusion
on my part. In all I find myself befuddled.
Befuddled by definition means, mixed up, confused, dazed, distracted, punchy and stupefied.
There are more words I could throw out, however
I still like befuddled. It seems to have drawn me in
recently and taken hold.
Have you ever felt befuddled?
At moments like this, at times such as these when I see and hear a lot of befuddlement, I also sense and hear an inward reminder from my Creator. In
Psalm 124: “We have escaped like a bird
from the snare of the fowlers; the snare
is broken, and we have escaped. Our
help is in the name of the LORD, who
made heaven and earth.”
Even as the days seem to pass by slowly and then suddenly speed up, befuddlement lingers. It is in the Psalmist’s
words and “more” that I find comfort
and rest. What is the “more” you might
ask, well it is you and the Saints of the
Church I have known and am getting to
know.
As I move into the day and look to the
future I find comfort and hope as I see you step into the needs of the community
and your neighbors. For you my friends are the Saints for the generation yet to
come into the Church. It is your teaching, your hope, your sacrifice that will be
remembered.
Shalom my Friends,

Ken

How will you be remembered?

SPRC NEWS

is great to have both the Chancel Choir and Celebration Bells back in worship again! What a
wonderful way to find ourselves in God’s presence as we rest and relax in the music God provides through the hands and voices of our choirs! We look forward to having our Youth Bell
Choir play in October! We’re hoping for more voices and bell ringers and you can join at any
time and we welcome all ability levels (we all start somewhere)! Rehearsals are Wed evenings.
We have been blessed to have Donna McCullough join us as accompanist in September and we
pray that she might be able to continue playing as her schedule allows. Be sure to introduce
yourself to Donna and make her feel welcome! She has enjoyed getting to know all the new
choir members and congregation. We will also be welcoming back Marian Andersen to play in
the month of October, so be sure to give her a warm hello! She loves seeing all of you!
We are still taking names of people who might be interested in playing for worship and be sure
to tell them about our beautiful new grand piano they would play! We are also looking for keyboardists, guitar players and drummers to put a new praise band together!
Contact Pastor Lisa with any song requests or suggestions or names of people to call to offer
music! (319-325-4566, schroederl@soloniaumc.org)

,
,

Highway adoptions make the entrance or gateway to a community more inviting, and offer
a proud welcome.
The Adopt a Highway (AAH) program allows our church a way to transform our world. AAH
activities reduce litter along highways, enhance the environment, beautify roadsides, and
build community support for anti-litter and highway beautification programs. New ideas on
how to beautify our roadsides are encouraged.
Caring for roadsides not only makes them more attractive to the
traveling public, but make major improvements in our
environment.
A time to enjoy the fall weather, get some exercise and cleanup
the roadside on Sunday, October 14th at 1:00 pm.
Everyone is welcome to participate—we will meet in the Family
Life Center parking lot, and we will work until approximately 3:00
pm. To find out more, see Pastor Ken or call the office 6242288. Rain date Oct 21st.

Sunday Morning Ministry Members
Every Sunday we need persons to serve as Acolytes (more
below), Ushers, Fellowship Hosts, AV(Audio Video) ministry,
Welcome Center Hosts, and Lay Reader among others. Each
of these serves a much needed function, but does not require
a large time commitment, so there is flexibility and you can
sign up as you are able. If you are unfamiliar with the duties
expected, we have printed instructions for guidance or can

provide training as needed to let you know what tasks are
involved, and make sure you are comfortable performing what
may be a new task. We would love to see some new faces, so
please consider participating in one of these ministries, or
team up with a friend and sign up together. For more
information contact Deb 624-2288, & see the clipboard for
signup opportunities.

Sign Up
on the
Clip board!
Acolyte
Training
was
completed during the
month of September for
students in 3rd-5th grade.
If your child missed this
opportunity
for
the
training , please contact
Melody Morris at 319-3308891. She would be glad to
set up another time to
practice with your son/
daughter.
Please encourage your child to participate in this ministry.
Please help them get signed up on the weekly clipboard. It is
a wonderful way to get our youth involved in our worship
service.
Any questions, please contact Melody Morris
at (319)330-8891.

Beginning Sunday, October 7, 8th graders and older are
invited to join the Confirmation Class for the 2018-2019 year.
Our congregation is continuing an effort in relationship
building through mentoring with our Confirmation youth.
Relationships are a vital part of being a community of God’s
people together. Please consider becoming involved as a
Confirmation mentor.

Mentor Expectations are simple:



Meet with the youth one-on-one
Maintain regular, contact with them during and after
confirmation

Prayerfully consider participating as a
Confirmation mentor. Who knows a
mentee may call you. We begin
October 7, as parents, mentees and
Pastor.

2018-2019

Sisters of Strength (S.O.S.):

C3 (Crafts, creativity, and Christ)

We’ve taken a break for the summer, but
started up again in September.

We meet the First Thursday of each month.

The schedule for the rest of 2018 is:
September 10-October 29 (8 wks):
“Traveling Light” by Max Lucado
November 5-December 3 (Advent study5 weeks): “While We Wait” by Mary Lou
Redding (all participants will need to purchase a book for this study)
Our meetings are Monday nights at 7pm
in the choir loft.
For more information on our group, or to express your ideas
Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.

Next meeting is October 4 at
6:30 pm in the SUMC FH.
Please join C3 as we celebrate Fall
with Toilet Tissue Pumpkins.
Chrisa Ferguson will lead the craft
and provide the fabric and cinnamon sticks. Please bring your
own full roll of toilet paper.
Come join us— ALL are welcome!
Questions- Contact: Cathy Boggs at cboggs@cornellcollege.edu

Church & Society
Are ALL people REALLY welcome in our church?
 When we say “ALL” who do we mean?
 How can we—as a congregation-live out our core value to “welcome all people,
regardless of where they are on their life’s journey”?
Please join the Church and Society Ministry Team and engage in conversation
about these important questions. We meet the 4th Tuesday of every month, 6pm, in Fellowship Hall.

The UMW is in full swing for fall. As we move forward with our fall and winter meetings and
activities, we would love to have more women join the group. The next meeting is October 3
at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall, with the lesson "The World Thank Offering" by Yvonne Strang.
Hostesses Alice Crossley and Verlee Lauderbaugh. Bingo at the Care Center is on October 11,
with cookies supplied by Ruth Ann Richards and Shirley Andersen.
The UMW continues to have monthly workdays in support of various mission projects, with
the next workday on October 9 from 8 - noon. Members and volunteers will be working on
sewing projects for missions, and package what they have created. They have recently
completed a wonderful variety of cancer scarves and hats, folded Informational brochures for
Bridgehaven, and continue with plans for future projects. Much credit goes to Connie
Railsback for her behind the scenes work and advance planning.

Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family Life Center.
The SUMC men are studying the Bible. If you would like to attend, call
Mike Turner at (319)624-2061.

UMW District Meeting
On Friday, September 21, five members of our United Methodist Women
attended the District meeting in Vinton. It was held at the Vinton Wesley United Methodist Church. Those attending were (from left to right) Jeanne Erhart,
Jan Stock, Connie Koeppen and Yvonne Strang. Behind the camera was Connie
Railsback.
They took a basket for the silent auction
that brought $40 for Bidwell Riverside in
Des Moines. Bidwell Riverside is a private
non-profit committed to helping families
become self-sufficient through two primary
programs: our food pantry & childcare
center. The woman who bought our basket
said "I will think of you when I enjoy the
tea." She surely will, using Solon UMC cups and honey from Ron Puettmann!
The Solon UMW was awarded a
Certificate of Recognition as a Mission
Today Unit. This is quite an accomplishment but we will continue to strive to do even more with God's help.
The ladies enjoyed individual learning/sharing sessions as well as
keynote speaker Reverend Clint Twedt-Ball from Matthew 25 in Cedar
Rapids who spoke on "Economic Inequality".

Mission Moments
Missions Committee Report

UMW Missions

Offering Donations:

On Tuesday, September 11 we met to work on missions. We were
able to assemble 1,121 brochures for Bridgehaven! Bridgehaven
was excited to have the brochures with the six inserts completed
and ready to use! Verlee and Jan completed the cutting out of
material for Chemo Hats. A small but mighty workforce!

Aug 23rd - Doug Williams, Missionary- $233 (updated)
September 9th - Christian Ed.-$136
September 16th – Hurricane Florence - $342.
September 23rd – Neightbor Helping Neighbor - $82.
Upcoming Missions:
Oct. 7 World Communion Sunday- This offering funds racial-ethnic
scholarships here and beyond the U.S. as well as Ethnic in-service
training programs.
Oct. 21 Bread for the World - Bread for the World Sunday is an opportunity for your church or community of faith to join with others—in thousands of churches across the country—to live out God's
vision of a world without hunger.

Next Scheduled UMW Workday: Tuesday, October 9, 8:00-12:00
Goals: Package Chemo Hats to complete the memorial project, sort
and count the hygiene products for distribution to Iowa City Homeless Shelter, discuss and plan Christmas giving project(s).
I hope more of you will be able to join the fun in October!
Your Sister in Christ,

—Connie Railsback

UMW Food Pantry collection for the month of October—as always
we will be collecting all non-perishable foods, but October will be :
"HAMBURGER HELPER, AND RAMON NOODLES" month. So please
contribute and help us stock the shelves!
Thanks a lot, — HELEN

The Sunday school year kicked off with a Breakfast and Open House on September 9th! Everyone enjoyed breakfast pizza,
donuts and all sorts of tasty treats! Then, the kids went to their rooms to meet their teachers and did some "get to know
you" activities. The next Sunday, Melody Morris trained 3 new acolytes, Cadence, Deacon and Carver. They did a terrific
job!
For October, the Deep Blue curriculum continues to teach about families, Jesus's family,
Joseph and His Brothers, and the many blessings families bring.
Also in October, Pastor Ken will be talking to the kids about tithing, and we will give them
their own set of Offering envelopes. I remember when my kids were young, how excited they
were about bringing their envelope to Sunday school and learning how their offering would
be helping the church to continue to do good for many people. Please talk with them at
home and help them remember to bring their envelopes in weekly!
*TEACHERS ARE NEEDED AT EVERY GRADE LEVEL FROM PRESCHOOL THRU 5TH GRADE*
We have at least one teacher needed at every grade level. Our 4th/5th combination class is so big that we will be moving
the 5th graders to their own room (the library across from the nursery). To do this, we need at least 2 teachers for that
class. In order for Sunday school to continue, we must have volunteers willing to spend one hour a week - it is time well
spent! Please contact Jill Weetman 319-330-8961 or weetmanj@yahoo.com to volunteer.
October dates to remember:
Oct 14th- 3rd graders will receive their Bibles (10:15
service)
Oct. 28th- Kids (Preschool- 5th) will sing at the 10:15
service.
They’ve been practicing for you ====>
Please come see their live performances, usually the
last Sunday of each month.
\

Middle School – SS
Middle school Sunday school looks a little different this
year with the addition of 6th grade. The more, the merrier! We also welcome John McFarland as a coteacher!
We use Cokesbury's LinC (Living in Christ) curriculum,
which helps youth examine relevant faith and life issues
using the latest music, movies, news and current
events. Lessons are delivered weekly, so our topic is
always very current.
My goal for the students is to help them become familiar with using the Bible through
our weekly scripture readings relevant to the lesson and to be comfortable with our
group prayers. We want them to learn how to apply the Bible to daily life events.
We meet from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on the upper floor of the Family Life Center.
Please join us!
— Sue Wilkinson

YOUTH GROUP WEDNESDAYS

6:30-8:00 pm
for all students (grades 5-12) in FLC
We have had a great start to youth group this Fall. We will be meeting each Wednesday of
October except for the 31st since it's Halloween night. We have some great service projects,
lessons, games, snacks and community-building activities planned. We are really looking
forward to this year together.

68

October 10th will be a bit different for our Middle and
High School youth group. We will be going to watch a movie
in the Solon Community Center auditorium at 6:30 pm. Everyone is invited to view the movie and hear this incredible
story of faith. --Jenn
The movie is “This Day Forward” filmed in Iowa, and is
close to Jenn’s heart, as it is a true story about Mike, a
friend of hers, diagnosed with brain cancer and what he and
his family go through. You can find the trailer at https://
vimeo.com/259910400

Questions, don't hesitate to contact Jenn at stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org or 319-331-2052.
Hope to see you all soon,

Get Involved…. Be Inspired
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Director
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, HS Youth Director

mcatees@soloniaumc.org

Stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – SUNDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS!
The fall programs have begun and it is wonderful to hear the voices of the children and families and see church attendance increase again! It is way too quiet in the summer when everyone is traveling and out of town for vacations and special events!
This year’s Sunday School program kicked off with a brunch on September 9! Thanks to Jill and all the SS teachers and helpers and
all those who brought donuts, bars, breakfast pizzas and other goodies! We pray a special blessing on each of you who prepare
rooms and lessons and teach the children! We give special thanks to Jill Weetman who works so hard to coordinate the Sunday
School program and get it off to such a great start and keep us on track! We could still use a few people to serve as substitutes and
helpers! Sunday School meets 9:00-10:00 on Sunday morning. Contact Jill Weetman (319-330-8961, weetmanj@yahoo.com).
The Trailblazers

(K—5th) after-school program has moved to Wednesday evenings in the lower level of the main church
building after the family meal. Deanna Kleinsmith is coordinating and putting this new program together. The
family meal starts at 5:30 (open to anyone from the community) and children head downstairs around 6:15 for
activities, crafts and a video-based Bible story. The children are also collecting books as a mission project to
provide them for a Christian school in Argentina that Pastor Doug Williams oversees. Pastor Doug is a missionary with the UMC Global Ministries and formerly served a clergy in the Iowa Conference. We had over twenty
children at our first Trailblazers session, so we will definitely be needing volunteers to help keep this program
going! Would you join us?

Contact Deanna Kleinsmith (319-430-0464, zestmom@southslope.net) Pastor Lisa (319-325-4566,
schroederl@soloniaumc.org) or the church office (319-624-2288, soloniaumc@gmail.com) if you have questions
or want to serve in this ministry!

The Church and Society Team is working with representatives from all four churches in Solon along with NAMI to
provide this information to the Solon community. If you would like to know more, please contact one of our members:
Team Co-chairs: Keela Herr and Kris Frisbie
Team Members: Alan Harrington, Dave Frisbie, Jean and Jim Leighton, Deb Havel, Emily Fitzpatrick, Karen Hahn, Jackie
Hammers-Crowell, Catherine Schaffer, Lisa Schroeder, Chrisa and Ken Ferguson

Sue Wilkinson—blessings for nephew Jeremy &
Kate as they get married, and safety for Sue’s
family members traveling to NC.
Penny—blessings for granddaughter’s marriage
at Penny’s home Sept 1 between the showers.
Keela-Jackie Hammers-Crowell’s mother in last
stage of life suffering severe health issues.
Craig a coworker dealing with trials with children
and grandchildren.
Jeanne Bark’s prays for healing and strength for
a friend who has been diagnosed with cancer.
Scott Nicol —recovering from back surgery.
Ed Haury scheduled for 9 hours of back surgery
Oct 9 & 11th.
Kenny Hopkins suffering from cancer.
Nadine Sojka recovering from surgery.
Jackie Hammers-Crowell and Ivy upon the loss of
a beloved mother and grandmother.
Family of Mark Cannon of Solon who passed
away on Sept 6th, age 57.
Those on the east coast dealing with flooding
and other natural disasters around the world.
Orlane Huey with health concerns.
Verlee’s sister, Linda continued recovery from
knee surgery.
Lindy’s friend Stephanie as she finishes chemo
and has MRI this week.
Kris Frisbie, warns us to beware of acorns—
that’s how she fell and broke her wrist.
Deb asks for traveling mercies for Paul Miller.
Bill Musgraves neighbor (Ron) in hospital with
appendix issues.
Colleen Pumphrey—prayers for success of the
Iowa City Walk to end Alzheimer’s and progress for researchers trying to find cures.
Loren Noska - prayers for a speedy recovery
after a motorcycle accident.
Sue Wilkinson—continued prayers for nephew
Brad and his struggles to overcome addictions. Continued recovery for Linda.
Barb Kalm’s brother in law, Jim, who fell and
fractured his elbow.

Continued prayers for the Eastwood family, especially Leo, following Steve’s death too soon
at age 27.
Kim-invites input for wording the church Welcoming Statement, and reminder of Bishop
Haller’s informational meeting on a way forward at Salem UMC Sept 23.
Bess Telecky—terrible tragedies in IA and our
world, pray for peace and kindness to prevail.
Deb Miller-Paul’s brother, David, facing health
concerns.
Kiboko Kiboko suffering with foot problems and
severe pain.
John McFarland—joy for the Solon School system and all teachers, leaders and programs
that have led to kid’s accomplishments.
Jackie Hammers-Crowell and Ivy express thank
you’s for everyone who reached out to them
following her mother’s death.
Verlee celebrating the birth of their new granddaughter!
Sue Wilkinson—best to NC newlyweds (Jeremy &
Kate), and joy for her daughter coaching cross
country, and focus on the positive.
Thank you to Donna McCullough providing such
beautiful music for us —accompanist on Sept
9, 23 and 30).
Penny–good turnout for the mental health
awareness meeting—and great information,
you should attend!
Betty Buchmayer—improved health, coming
home —pray she keeps eating!
Jeanne & Wilbur Erhart—joy to have their
youngest daughter here visiting from CA.
Ken & Chrisa joy to have their daughter, Naomi,
here visiting.
Terry and Thelia Hess celebrating their 56th
wedding anniversary—September 22.
Flowers on the Altar Sept 30th and at the Ferguson’s Open House are from Coleen Pumphrey
in loving memory of Don.

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of need. If
you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card (located in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship. If you would like to add your prayer
request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church office at (319) 624-2288,
or email us with your request.

ANDERSON, Shirley
LIGHTY, Mikaela
MAYHER, Dana
COOK, Paul
ERICKSON, Noah
PRYBIL, Allison
LANDUYT, Sienna
HAUGLAND, Brynn
SCHMITT, Kari
HAND, Matthew
HAUSER, Lee
MCATEE, Samantha
SCHMITT, Kelly
SOJKA, Dick
FISHER, Steven
JANSSEN, Bo
SARGENT, Addie
CHALOUPKA MEYER,
Brooke
KROYMANN, Morgan
TURNER, Cash
WATTS, Virginia
VAN ROEKEL, Natalie
POESCHL, Luke
JOHNSON, Tripp
HAND, Thomas
PROFFITT, Isaac
ADAMS, Eva
CAPPER, Allison
FIALA, Susan
BRYANT, Ben
MOORE, Justin
KUCERA, Benjamin
ROY, Todd
MCPHERON, Mitchell
MOSTROM, Ayla
KULPER, Corinne
LUDVIGSON, Bronwyn
COOK, Mattison
SMITH, Tyler
JANSSEN, Angela
GERDIN, Nicholas
ADAMS, Henry
NEWKIRK, Ray
ANDREWS, Joan
RICKERTSEN, Dayne
RICHARDS, Ruth
SHERMAN, Natalie
LUTZ, Riese
RICHARDS, Dave

Do you have a birthday in this month but don’t see your birthday listed? Contact the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com.
Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your birth year to be able to enter in the software.
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10/01
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10/04
10/05
10/05
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10/06
10/07
10/07
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/11
10/13
10/13
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/18
10/19
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10/20
10/20
10/21
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/26
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10/28
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10/29

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com.. Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon, newsletter announcements are due by the 20th of each month. Thank You.
Family Meals are Wednesdays, 5:30 PM. Come for a meal and enjoy
the community fellowship. If you can supply a dessert to share
or help with serving or cleanup, that would be a great help!
There is a sign up sheet to help with later meals, or just show up.
Old Gold Diner dates to remember:
Oct 3—October Birthday Bash!
Oct 9—City of Solon Rep speaks
Oct 10-sponsor—Rick Jedlicka
Oct 11-foot clinic by appointment only
Oct 17—Ms McAtee’s 4th Graders
Oct 24—Musical Comedy Troup entertains
Oct 31—Mrs Johnson’s 4th Graders
Adopt-a-Highway cleanup, Sunday Oct 14, starting at 1 pm—meet
at the FLC parking lot. Get some exercise, have fun, and clean
the roadside at the same time! Bring gloves plus your enthusiasm for cleaning the roadside, bags and vests will be provided.
Did your phone# or address change in the past year? Don’t forget
SUMC needs to know when your contact information changes.
The membership committee is asking everyone to think if you
have personal information that has changed in the past year and
contact the office with any new information.

TRUSTEE

Kamp Kaleidoscope—October 13, 8:30 am-3:30pm River Community Church, 3001 Muscatine Ave, Iowa City. Grief therapy for children who have experienced the death of a loved one. No cost, to
register 351-5665. See bulletin board outside the office for more
information.
NEW Connect Group Wednesday evenings this fall—”What the
BIBLE is All About” - led by John McFarland. Lively discussion
starts at 6:30 pm in the Lower Level 3rd grade classroom.
Needed—We’re in need of a 4-drawer lockable metal file cabinet
for the Pastor’s office. If you have one to sell or donate, please
call 624-2288.
2018-19 Confirmation Class kickoff for Parents and Students on
October 7th at 6:30 pm at the Family Life Center. If you know of
someone in the 8th grade or older that you think might be interested, please invite them to our kickoff meeting, or talk with Pastor Ken for more information.
SUMC Library books—Due to very minimal use of our church library, it’s been decided to distribute these books where they
WILL be used. The church library in the LL will be open through
October 7 for anyone in the congregation to take any books you
can use for free, or we will accept a donation. After that point
we will box up the rest of the books to be sent to other organizations who need books. Come and browse before Oct 8.

HAPPENINGS

Have you noticed the white, sometimes grayish flakey surface that is on the inside North walls of
the Family Life Center (FLC) including the Wesley Room and restrooms? It's called
"efflorescence," and it's a crystalline deposit of salts which occurs when water leaves behind salt
deposits and is present on or in the masonry surface. The root cause is excess moisture coming
through the brick and blocks along the North wall of the FLC, so we’re working to determine
what’s caused the problem and how to fix it. Soon you will see some digging going on along that
north wall. Al is working with the original engineering firm and local contractors to determine
what’s happening with the drainage and how to best keep water and moisture away from the
brick on the north side.
We recently replaced the hot water heater for the church. We found it leaking, so we hired a plumber to remove
the old 1979 model and put in a new 50 gallon tank.
We are pursuing a project of installing air conditioning in the old basement under the Sanctuary (it’s never been
air conditioned in that area). The ceiling tiles will need to come out and copper piping added across the ceiling to
run the Freon to each of the rooms. At the same time we are also recommending that the big room, where the
thermostat is located, be balanced with more vents. It does not warm up as fast as the classrooms, therefore the
small rooms are getting quite warm while it is still struggling to warm the bigger room. We hope to complete the
project before the end of the year, December 2018.
We’re glad to report that the city of Solon will be tiling the back yard of the parsonage to control the drainage
coming off the back parking lot of the church. They will also widen the entrance to the alley.
Lastly, the FLC parking lot lights are being repaired. The one in front is already fixed and Adam Hopp is working on
a redesign of the back parking lot mounts, so they will be working soon. Paul Ruff is supplying the boom truck to
make it possible to get access to these fixtures.
—Verlee, Trustees Chair

schematic.

Church Council Update:
Council met this month with a very full agenda. We voted
to lease a new Canon C5535I printer/copier since our current lease runs out in December. We’re getting more technology for less money, so we’ll also be saving about $100
per month with our new lease.
We want to engage more with our young families. Barb
Kalm has been working with Pastor Ken on a survey. The
survey will go out soon via email. These families will be
asked to come together to discuss the survey questions
further. This is also part of our strategic planning for the
future of SUMC.
Phil Kakacek continues to work with Pastor Ken and Pastor
Lisa regarding audio visual needs of the church.
You may have noticed Fellowship Hall clutter disappearing.
Thanks to Barb Kalm and Penny Tompkins leading this
effort. Future plans include adding communication boards
to a wall where committees can post current news and activities so visitors and members can readily see what’s going on in various groups at SUMC and find opportunities to
get involved. Alan Harrington is working up the schematic.

Our library space is full of books and materials not really
being utilized. Council decided to offer these books and
materials to the congregation first. The library will be open
for the congregation to take what they want at no charge,
through October 7. If you'd like to offer a donation, Deb
would be happy to accept it. After October 7, the materials
and books will be offered to others outside SUMC who
have expressed interest.
Finance is not planning a pledge drive this year. Financially, we are paying our monthly bills through September, but
we are short on our apportionments. Apportionments
amount to about $55,000 this year, thus far we've paid only about $12,000 leaving about $43,000 to pay apportionments in full. For the remainder of the year we will need
$119,000 to make our budget and pay apportionments. It
is predicted with our current monthly income, we will fall
short. It appears attendance is up but giving is not.
We had a fruitful discussion regarding the proposed Welcoming Statement. At this time, Council did not vote to
proceed with the proposed Welcoming Statement. Rather,
we agreed further work and discussion is needed. Our first
meeting to further discuss our Welcoming Statement will
be Tuesday, Sept 25 at 6:00 with a potluck and we invite
anyone willing to participate. We will continue to shape
our Welcoming Statement around our mission and vision.
We thank Church & Society for the work they put into the
proposal. We need input from our congregation!

All were invited to attend the Bishop's meeting on Sunday, September 23 at Salem United Methodist Church to
hear updates on the Commission on Our Way Forward.
Stay tuned for updates. You can also go to the Iowa Conference website to review what's most current. http://
www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
Change is happening nearly on a daily basis.
Peace, Kim

SUMC Financial Situation as of September 30, 2018

Unpaid salaries & bills for church expenses

0

Apportionments:

(Permanent Endowment Funds
have been used to pay for major

Apportionments owed for Jan-Sept (9 months)
Paid in 2018
Unpaid apportionments

41,058

maintenance and improvements,

12,000

so those expenses are not included

29,058

here. See the website for PE info.)

class

For the first nine months of the year, financial giving to SUMC was sufficient to pay only our local bills. It was NOT sufficient to pay our
share of the United Methodist Church apportionment that funds programs of the church beyond Solon.

Penny Tompkins

122 North West St., Solon, IA 52333
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation
of our world
Rev. Ken Ferguson, Lead Minister
Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Music & Discipleship
Deb Sheets, Office Administrator
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries
TBD, Accompanist
Mary Kucera, Director of Hand Bells
Penny Tompkins, Treasurer
Jon Lorence, Custodian
Jerrod Hilton, Security
Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff:
Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J, Selma K & Alex L

8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship
9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship
9:00 AM —Sunday School

Church Phone: (319) 624-2288
Address: 122 North West St., Solon, IA 52333
Church Website: www.soloniaumc.org
Church Facebook: Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa

