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In This Issue 

My Friends-  

   At our best we are the Church.  We are called to live beyond what we think 

we can do, at times to a mystery.  The  mystery of what makes the Church the 

Church.  In Liberation of Life it is put this way:  

   The internalizing of openness to God and concern for neighbors is what it means to 
be a Christian, rather than simply to act like a Christian.  That the church can produce 
this kind of person is a persuasive   recommendation  for  the  church.   

    Within the fellowship of the church, we help 
one another become such Christians.  Here we 
can become comrades of our better selves.  We 
support one another in our highest resolves.  An 
entire searching congregation turns our atten-
tion to the liberation of unrealized possibilities as 
we  respond to the upward call of God.  Even one 
other person or a small subgroup within the 
church can sustain or determination to spend 
more time at devotions and to act differently in 
society.   

    In such a combination , we are to love both God and neighbor.   

We cannot fully do either without the other.  We reach the ecstatic heights of a devo-
tional life only as we also act  creatively in society.  Full creativity as consumer, worker, 
citizen, and friend is possible only with the vision and power that comes from vital  
devotion.  To “turn on” is to “turn up” toward God and to “turn out” toward neighbor.  
The two wings of soaring, liberated life are indeed devotion and action.   

   

 Shalom, 

 

  Pastor Ken 
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Sunday, November 4 we will be celebrating All Saints  Sunday at SUMC.  It is a tradition during 

each of the worship services to have a remembrance of those who have died since last year’s 

All Saints Day.  During the worship service there will be a candle lighting ritual.   

 

This year we will be remembering   

 Norman Brumwell,  

 Jean Hahn,  

 Mark Hearn, 

 Kay McFarland,  

  and  

 Phillip Moeckli.   
 

We give thanks for our loved ones and their place within the legacy of our church community.   

                         MUSIC MINISTRY 

What would the world be like without music?  For 
me, it  just wouldn’t be the same!  Music is what 
opens my heart to hear God’s Word and feel 
God’s love more fully.  I always say that “music” 
was my first love language to God, so it allows me 
to express my love and praise back to God.  As 
Thanksgiving approaches, I am reminded of all 
the blessings we have and how grateful we 
should be.  We often forget to give thanks for 
clean water to drink or air to breathe.  We take 

for granted our ability to see, to hear, to walk or go from place to place freely.    I feel 
so blessed to work with so many talented musicians who love praising God as much as 
I do!  Lift up your voice and sing!  Ring the bells and celebrate God’s love!  Use the gift 
of music God has given you and give thanks for God’s love!  As we enter The season of 
Thanksgiving, remember to give thanks by using God’s gifts to bless others - sharing 
what you have, giving praise for the opportunity to thank God.  During the month of 
November we will be joining with singers from the other Solon churches and commu-
nity to form a community choir to sing the evening of December 1 to usher in the 
Christmas season.  Rehearsals will be Saturday mornings at 9:00 AM and Wednesday    
evenings at 7:45 PM.   Let’s just praise the Lord!  Amen!   Pastor Lisa 

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

God’s abiding love binds us together as a people and sends us forth to 
bring healing in the midst of strife, justice in the midst of brokenness, 
and love in the midst of hate. To address this call to action, the SUMC 
“Church and Society Ministry Team” offers individuals an opportunity for 
joining together to explore shared interests, provide educational 
opportunities, and become actively involved in helping to impact our 
world in positive ways.  If you would like to join us, our next meeting is 
Tuesday, November 27 at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

Mental Health: We are continuing to partner with St Mary Catholic Church, Our Lord’s Church, and 
Jordan Creek Church to offer community-wide sessions on mental health.  The next session is titled 
“Ending the Silence Among Youth” and is aimed at helping students in grades 5-12—though, adults 
are also encouraged to attend.  Learning more about mental health conditions is an important step 
in stomping out the stigma. Details regarding this next session are as follows:

Team Co-chairs:  Keela Herr and Kris Frisbie
Team Members:  Alan Harrington, Dave Frisbie, Jean & Jim Leighton, Deb Havel, Emily Fitzpatrick, 
Karen Hahn, Jackie Hammers-Crowell, Catherine Schaffer, Lisa Schroeder, Chrisa & Ken Ferguson

Ending the Silence:  #OK2talk

Session: Ending the Silence Among Youth (Grades 5-12)

Date: Wednesday, November 14

Time: 6:00-6:30 p.m. (Food)
6:30-7:30 p.m. (Program)
7:30-8:00 p.m. (Breakout Discussions:  Gr 5-8 and 9-12)

Location:  Solon Community Center Auditorium
313 S Iowa St

This community-wide program is sponsored by the four churches of Solon in cooperation 
with NAMI of Johnson County  (National Alliance on Mental Illness).  All members of the 
Solon community are invited to attend. You need not commit to attending future sessions, 
or you may attend this session even if you haven’t been to the previous ones. 

Helping to end the 
stigma associated 

with mental health

Recognizing when 
you or your friends 

are in danger

Identifying who to 
talk with to get help



 

 

 

On October 14th, the 3rd graders received their Bibles. 
As they tore open layers of paper, Mrs. Gordon reminded 
them of how important the Bible is in our lives, and how 
much God loves us all. Over the upcoming weeks, they will 
learn more about the Books of the Bible and how to use it to 
find familiar stories.  
 

On October 21st, Pastor Ken spoke with the students 
about offerings and each child received their own box of 
offering envelopes. The kids worked on decorating them 
with stickers and markers. He talked about the importance of 
giving some of what we have to the church, so we can help 
others.  We are planning that 50% of all offerings will go to 
help defray some of the costs of Sunday school program-
ming and the other 50% will be designated for a chari-
ty.  The kids were asked which charities they would be inter-
ested in donating part of the offerings to. Some ideas were; 

the Solon Food Pantry, The Heifer Project, or the Solon Care  Center.  If your 
child(ren) did not receive their box, please let their Sunday school teacher 
know.  Please help your kids remember to bring in their offering envelopes to 
their class weekly.  I still remember how excited my kids were about having 
their own set of envelopes- and how grown-up they felt bringing them in!   
 

The search continues for 5th grade teachers...snacks and fun are guar-

anteed!                    Don't let this opportunity pass you by!!  

November Dates to Remember: 

 November 18th- Kids sing at 10:15 service          Thanks!   

 November 25th - there WILL be Sunday school       Jill    weetmanj@yahoo.com   310-330-8961    

Trailblazers (K thru 5th)  
Trailblazers serves children in Kindergarten through 5h Grade on  Wednesdays in the Lower Level of the church from  

 6:15pm to 7:30pm.   The program runs on a 3 week plan: story & service, play & practice, craft & snack. We are using a 
video series to watch the story in 3 parts and stories through board games materials. Each 3 weeks we will have a bible verse to 
memorize and a mission project.  The group starts and ends together, in the middle we split by age.  

 

September’s story was Daniel in the Lions Den. Our service project was collecting 500 children’s books to send to a Christian 
school in Argentina where the children have no books. The books will be flying south in December. We ended 
with a field trip to check out the dungeons of Solon and eat lions. Our game was Candyland. 
 

October was Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors. The service project is called Socktober—working in a joint 
effort with the high school dance team to collect new socks that will be distributed to those in need of warm 
feet. The group set a goal of 40 pairs. To date we have zero, so bring in those socks this week. Our verse is 
Romans 8:28a We know that God is always at work for the good of everyone who loves him.   

We will not meet Oct. 31—Happy Halloween.  We’ll  start our next unit on Nov. 7
th
. 

To have your kids a part of this program, registration is required!   Please pre-register your child at  
soloniaumc.org/youth-group/641-2/ or pick up a paper registration at the church.     

I would like to put the word out that there is a sign-up for adult helpers in the entry of the church on the bulletin board by 
the drinking fountain. Anyone that would like to be part of a planning/prep team let me know.  As a reminder please pick 
up your children in the large room downstairs at 7:30. New participants are welcome anytime. Any questions please ask.   

In fellowship, 

     Deanna 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Sunday+School+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fHybHccLuPSZnM&tbnid=B5RP-lOVwHragM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nebcministries.org/?cat=366&ei=bv4EUrPSLoXuyQHox4FA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGHYbyQ9LYLUzZhg9
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YOUTH GROUP WEDNESDAYS 

6:30-8:00 pm  

8

 

 

Questions, don't hesitate to contact me stiegelmey-
erj@soloniaumc.org or 319-331-2052.   

            Get Involved….  
 

     Be Inspired 

Sami McAtee, Middle School 
Youth Director       
mcatees@soloniaumc.org 

Jenn Stiegelmeyer, HS Youth  
Director         

Stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org 

mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org
mailto:stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org
tel:(319)%20331-2052
mailto:Stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org


 

 

UMW will meet on Wed. November 7 at 1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.  
Coleen Pumphrey will talk on The Sacred Space of community.  
Hostesses are Connie Keith and Connie Railsback.  
Liz Kroul and Norma Novak will be providing treats for Bingo at the 
Care Center on November 8 with Connie Koeppen bringing prizes. 
We have wrapped up our Tuesday work sessions for this year but 
will begin them again after the first of the year.   --Shirley  

The Men’s group will be serving soup, church burgers & pie at the 
Christmas Tree Walk at the Family Life Center - December 1.    

Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family Life  
Center. The SUMC men are studying the Bible. If you would like 
to attend, call Mike Turner at (319)624-2061. 

C3 (Crafts, creativity, & Christ)-SANTA’S WORKSHOP 
 

Join C3’s as the busy elves have fun creating decorations and 
other Holiday Items in Santa’s Workshop that are to be sold as 
a fund raising projects during the 4th Annual Christmas Tree 
Walk on December 1.    For the next 3 consecutive Thursdays 
(Nov 1, 8, and 15) join us for creativity and fellowship.  We will 
be crafting mason jars and glass blocks into the new must-
have home décor for this Christmas season.  We will also be 
assembling assorted jar mixes.  Items will be sold in fellowship 
hall on Saturday, December 1 in conjunction with the UMW 
bake sale & Christmas tree walk held at the Family Life Center.   

We are in the process of gathering supplies and ideas.  If you 

have any of the following please consider bringing them to the 

workshops on Thursday Nov 1, 6:30 pm, FH, or drop off on the 

back tables in Fellowship Hall.  Also, if you have an ideas that 

you are really excited about please bring those as well. 

 assorted colored and sizes of ribbon 
 jute string 
 mini/small pine cones 
 chalk paint 
 snowflake stamps and ink 
 jiggle eyes 
 red/white pom poms 
 silk pine sprigs 
 silk leaf/red berry sprigs 
 a cricut and necessary supplies 
 small bells 
 pipe cleaners in assorted colors 

  battery operated LED yellow tea lights for the mason jar lumi-
naries (Walmart carries a 6-pack for $2.76) 

 50 LED cool white mini lights, white wire, size A4 for the glass block 
luminaries (Walmart carries for $3.42) 

 

If you’d like a list to take with you, pick it 
up from the table in the entryway.. 

Questions: please see Nancy Worrell, 
Cathy Boggs, or Karla  Puettmann.  If you 
know of anyone that would like to join us 
please pass along the invitation. 

Tis the season!(almost) 

Nancy 

 

 

Sisters of Strength (S.O.S.):  

Sometimes we struggle to believe we'll experience anything 
new as Advent comes around. 
What could we possibly learn that 
we haven't seen or heard before? 
If you're looking for an Advent 
study of a different slant, While 
We Wait: Living the Questions of 
Advent offers new ways of con-
necting the story with your own 
questions of faith and approaches 
an all-too-familiar narrative from 
perspectives we may have 
missed.    

 “While We Wait”  by Mary Lou 
Redding (all participants will need 
to purchase a book for this study) 

We meet Mondays at 7:00 in the choir area.  We will begin this 
study November 5 and finish it December 3.  Feel free to share 
this information with friends, families, co-workers or your neigh-
bors. Anyone can join at any time.   

For more information on our group, or to express your ideas 
Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.   

mailto:blighty@solon.k12.ia.us


 

Bake Sale and Sale of fresh baked Kolaches, Nut Rolls and Bohemian Hoska  - Yumm-m-m-m-m 
We are looking for Bakers who are interested in creating "Holiday Goodies" to be 
sold at the Holiday Fair being held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday ,December 
1, 2018 from 10-4 PM.    
  

You can help in many ways: 
 We need bakers and workers for Friday, November 30 and Sat December 1st. 

1) On Friday, Nov. 30 from 2-6 PM we will assemble and bake Bohemian 
Hoska in the church kitchen.  

2) On Saturday Dec 1 from 6-10 AM we will assemble and bake Kolaches 
and Nut Rolls.  

3) On Saturday Dec 1 from 10AM-4PM we will take orders and package 
the fresh baked goods and drinks.  

 We need bakers and workers for Friday, November 30 and Saturday December 
1) On or before Friday Nov 30 we need donations of hot chocolate mix, chocolate milk, miniature marshmal-

lows and apple cider for drinks.  
2) On or by Friday Nov 30 we need you to make traditional bake sale items – pastries, bars, cookies, jams, 

jellies or your favorite specialty, and deliver to the church before Saturday Dec 1 at 10 AM.  
 

PLEASE SIGN UP on the Sign-up sheets at the church on the clipboard, and come have some fun at the Holiday Fair!    
 

The Holiday Fair will also be where you’ll find C3 Crafts from Santa’s Workshop on display and for sale (see page 5).   

The majority of Council time was spent discussing the 

budget for 2019. Finance committee presented the        

proposed budget and Council approved. (See page 7 for 

info on our finances.)  We'd like ideas on how to increase   

revenue for 2019 – if you have ideas, please talk with a 

member of Finance. Our 2019 budget will be presented at 

our Charge Conference on November 4th at 1:30 pm in 

our Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend.  

   We briefly discussed our free will donations for use of 

the Family Life Center and Fellowship Hall. We have 

overall received more in donations compared to charging 

a fee. We will continue to ask for a free will donation for 

use of these facilities.  

   Pastor Ken shared the concept of changing how we   

conduct Church Council in the future, currently used by 

some Methodist churches. Instead of having multiple 

committees, one large committee is formed by the     

Nominations Committee and then sub groups are formed. 

Pastor Ken will gather more information to present to 

Council. He welcomes any questions folks have.  

   The Welcoming Statement presented two months ago 

was not passed as proposed. The input received from the 

congregation was that there was no opposition to having a 

Welcoming Statement but the proposed statement was too 

long. Council agreed a Welcoming Statement is needed 

and voted unanimously to include the wording "gender 

identities" and "sexual orientation" in any future proposed 

Welcoming Statement.  The Church & Society team 

would like to work with anyone who would like to        

participate in developing new Welcoming Statement    

proposals.  Council has asked for 2 proposals for review, 

to be developed over the upcoming months. 

   A Young Family/Singles forum invitation was sent by 

email along with a few short questions. The purpose was 

to hear what young families and singles have to say about 

our church. We received some awesome feedback!       

Unfortunately the forum on Oct 21 was not well attend-

ed.  We will continue to reach out to these folks as well as 

others for feedback, as part of our strategic planning.   

   We continue to work on communication in and around 

the church.  We are currently working on areas in Fellow-

ship Hall to post current and upcoming information in the 

life of the church. Stay tuned for updates.  

    We have installed a new water heater and are working 

on installing air conditioning in the basement under the 

current sanctuary. We will be working on drainage around 

the FLC to fix water damage to the N side of the building. 

Funding for these projects will come from the interest 

earned from our permanent endowment.   

   As always, the congregation is invited to attend our 

Council meetings. Next meeting—Nov 20, 6:30 in FH. 

   Peace,  Kim 

Church Council News 



 

CommunIty Concert—A musical for Christmas! 

Solon Community Center Auditorium  December 1, 6:30 PM 

During church services on October 21st, I reviewed in both services the need for our congregation to have a better under-

standing of our current financial situation.  During the announcements, Pastor Ken referred to this as “financial situational 

awareness” – being aware of our current finances and acting purposely and deliberately.  As the SUMC Finance Committee 

we are addressing our current financial situation by breaking them into two phases and address each individually. 

Phase I: Address the 2018 fiscal issues  

As announced, to achieve a balanced budget for fiscal year 2018, we 

need to reduce our current budget shortfall by nearly $40,000.  Each 

member of our congregation needs to prayerfully consider what they 

can do to help meet our financial goals in the next two months. 

Please see attached visual. 

Phase II: Address the 2019 budget and longer term planning 

Creating and achieving a balanced church budget for the 2019 fiscal 

year is the goal of phase II.  As with previous years, SUMC has done a 

noble job at maintaining expenses at or below budget.  Revenue, or 

the dollars received from the congregation, has been our main source 

of budgetary issues. We are simply     receiving less money from the 

congregation than we have in the past while maintaining the same 

level of services that the congregation has asked for. 

With new leadership from Pastor Ken, the Finance Committee has faith that we’ll be able to erase our 2018 budget deficit 

and head into 2019 with a strong plan to address our financial future.  If any member of the  congregation has questions or 

concerns regarding our current financial situation, I strongly encourage them to contact Dave Weetman at 319-530-4987 

(cell number) or any other member of our Finance Committee   (Scott Sherman, Ivan Hasselbusch). 

Church Finances  2018 

The Greatest Story Ever Told 

You are invited to get in the mood for the Christmas season by attending the 4th 
Annual Christmas Tree Walk and Festival, including for the first time a Community 
Concert with singers from St. Mary’s, Our Lord’s, Jordan Creek, United Methodist 
Churches and anyone from the community wo wants to join the community choir. 

One of the beautiful things about living in the Solon community is that we do things 
that give us an opportunity to get to know one another and do something kind for 
another person.  That’s the goal of the Annual Christmas Tree Walt and Festival   
being promoted by the Solon Old Gold Diners for the fourth year.  Originally         
designed to give back to the community that supports the senior citizens in our 
midst and bringing families and all generations of our town together to celebrate the 
season of Advent and Christmas, the day includes a live nativity, petting zoo, horse 
drawn  carriage rides, tours, tree decorating contest, silent auction, candy sale, craft 
and bake sale, local vendors, photos with Santa and now a community concert put 
on by the community.   

Rehearsals will take place at the Solon United Methodist Church on Wednesday  
evenings at 7:45 and Saturday mornings at 9:00, beginning November 3.  All singers 
from the community are invited!  Contact Pastor Lisa Schroeder for more               
information:   schroederl@soloniaumc.org or 319-624-2288.  



 

 Project Holiday 

 Help the Crisis Center spread joy this season with a donation to Project Holiday!  

Project Holiday is the Crisis Center’s annual holiday meal distribution which takes place the week 
before Christmas each year. The goal behind this drive is to provide families with the ingredients 
they need to create their own family traditions. Each year, the Crisis Center provides meals 

for over 1,700 families in our community.  

         Will you help us spread joy this holiday season? Your $25 contribution covers the 
cost of the meal for one family, including a turkey, ham, or other entrée item, sides, vegeta-

bles, and a variety of other grocery items needed to prepare a holiday feast. By taking a tag and returning it to the Crisis Cen-
ter, you help us brighten the holidays for hundreds of our neighbors in need.  

Happy Holidays,  The Crisis Center of Johnson County 

 

 
The Missions Committee has been spreading awareness 
and collecting for these missions:   

Offering Donations:   

October: 

Oct 7—World Communion   126.00 

Oct 21—Bread for the World       85.00 

Upcoming Missions: 

Nov. 4 Hispanic/ Latino Sunday-we celebrate the contributions of 
the Hispanic culture to the church’s ministry and mission. 

Nov 11 – Local mission – Housing First project for the homeless 
in Iowa City (see adjacent article) 

Nov 25 – United Methodist Student Day is a special offering to 
provide scholarships for qualified United Methodist applicants.   

 

Our UMW has been busy!  On Tuesday, October 9 we met to 
work on missions.  We  RE-assembled 1,121 brochures for   
Bridgehaven.  Three inserts needed to be replaced in what was 
completed in September because of printing errors.   

Verlee Lauderbaugh, Jan Stock & Nadine Sojka created 102 
Chemo Hats for distribution to the American Cancer                  
Society.  This was the memorial project that was started in June 
with a donation from Ron & Jacquie Haltmeyer in memory of their 
friend who passed away as a result of cancer.   

Hygiene products we collected from you were delivered to Iowa 
City Shelter House. Total of 373 items! 

The stamps you’ve been saving and putting in the mailbox in the 
foyer were also delivered—they were taken to Grinnell College 
Center for Religion, Spirituality & Social Justice.  

Together we have helped so many of those in need!  Thanks all!  

Housing First  

During Sunday Worship services on November 11, Dave 

Schwindt, Iowa City police dept., will be speaking about 
this project and how SUMC can help some of the most 
needy in our community.  

This began in 2014 when a study was done of ideas to 
help people who repeatedly cycle through the county jail, 
emergency rooms, and shelters. Four chronically homeless 
individuals consented to be part of the study. They discov-
ered these 4 individuals used $2.16 million dollars in local 
services over the four year period studied. That amounts to 
$140,000 in services per person per year!  At the end of 
the four year period, all four were still homeless and all four 
were still suffering from substance abuse issues, so no 
progress. This study paved the way for $3.1 million in grant 
funding to build Iowa's first Housing First facility in Iowa 
City. Housing First will provide housing to individuals with-
out strict requirements, such as sobriety. Other similar pro-
jects in other US cities have seen a 60-70% first-year aver-
age decrease in individual’s service usage, so potentially 
$84,000 to $98,000 savings per person.  A 24-unit complex 
is scheduled to open in January 2019, which will allow the 
area's 24 most vulnerable individuals to be immediately 
housed.  While residents will not be required to participate 
in services, services will be available on-site as part of the 
program. Since the study was completed, two of the four 
individuals studied have died on the streets of Iowa City. 
We’re hoping the Housing First project will be a life-saving 
option for these individuals and will simultaneously relieve 
some of the burden on local services.  

Come hear Dave speak Sunday, Nov 11, and find out how 
you can help by providing supplies for the units.  For a list  

see  soloniaumc.org/files/2018/10/Housing-First.pdf  

SUMC will again be collecting for Toys for Tots  
—Toys for Tots is a program ran by the United States  Marine 
Corps Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents 
cannot afford to buy them gifts for Christmas. The program was 
founded in 1947 by reservist Major Bill Hendricks.  More to 
come in the next few weeks.   



 

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com..   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

Nov 1—C3-Santa’s Workshop for 1st 3 
Thursdays in November.  

Nov 4—All Saints Sunday 
Nov 5—SOS new book study—pg 5 
Nov 14—MH awareness—pg7 
Nov 18—Thanksgiving at St Mary’s 

  

Did your phone# or address change in the 
past year?  Don’t forget SUMC needs 
to know when your contact information 
changes.  The membership committee is 
asking everyone to think if you have 
personal information that has changed 
in the past year and contact the office 
with any new information.  

 

AV Operators needed:  Want to join our 
AV Team that operates the power point 
slides at Sunday services?  Schedules 
change and we need some additional 
volunteers to fill in.  Training will be 
coming up soon, so join us & you too 
can control the slides!  Please contact 
Deb at the church 624-2288.  

 
November is traditionally a month for 

giving THANKS.  We want to Praise Our 
God for the many blessings he has giv-
en us, as well as let others know how 
much we appreciate the things they do 
for us.  Just stop, enjoy your blessings, 
and take a moment to truly express 
our gratitude and say THANK YOU!      

 

  Church Garden Thank you!  A huge 
‘thank you’ to all those involved in this 
year’s church garden. A special thank 
you to Liz Kroul and Kroul Farms for the 
tomato and pepper plants and the mari-
golds that outlined the garden. The 
church garden produced 377.3 lbs. of 
fresh produce which was donated to 
the Solon Community Food Pantry. 
Please join us next year in this worth-
while service project! 

Attendance— A reminder that we 
need every family to please fill out a 
card so we can accurately collect 
our attendance at worship.  Also, 
don’t forget to write down your 
prayer requests, so we can accu-
rately capture that information.  

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service coming 
Nov 18, hosted this year by St Mary’s 
Church.  We begin with a soup supper 
at 5 PM, followed by the service at 6 
PM with Pastor Ken speaking.   

 Do you have a special Nativity Set you 
might share for a day? December 1st is 
Solon's Annual Christmas Walk.  Along 
with the beautiful trees, Santa, lunch 
and many other activities, we would 
also like to offer a display of Nativity 
sets.  If you would be interested in hav-
ing your nativity set included please 
contact Coleen Pumphrey by Nov 15 for 
more information.  Call 319-354-5598 
(leave message) or  dcpump@msn.com.  
Thank you for supporting this communi-
ty fund- raiser!!!  

Cookie makers needed, no baking re-
quired.  Proffitts will again be selling 
fresh baked cookies as part of the 
Christmas Tree Walk celebration on Dec 
1 at FLC.  If you would like to help by 
making some frozen balls of cookie 
dough, PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE CLIP-
BOARD, or call the office. 

Job openings— It is with regret that SPRC 
announces Deb Sheets will be leaving us 
as office administrator.  We will begin a 
search for her replacement immediate-
ly. The position is part-time with some 
scheduling flexibility.  For more details 
see the posting on the bulletin board 
outside the office or soloniaumc.org/
about-sumc/job-openings/ 

Pianist Needed —  We are still seeking a 
talented pianist/accompanist to 
play piano for worship services and 
Wednesday evening choir practice. See 
the website or talk to Sue Wilkinson or 
Pastor Lisa for info.  

Old Gold Diner dates to remember: 
     Nov 7—Celebrating Nov Birthdays 
     Nov 8– foot clinic 
     November 12-site council meeting   
     November 13—City of Solon Rep        
     Nov 14&15-sponsored meal 
     Nov 21—Leo Shima entertains 
     Nov 28—lunch with the 4th graders 
  Nov 22 & 23 closed - Thanksgiving 

Trustees Update: 

Al and Verlee took advantage of one of these splendid fall 

days and used it to clean up the Velma Beck gardens as 

well as trim or pull other plantings around the church fol-

lowing the killing frost.  

We had a shutoff valve installed in the gas supply line of 

the large gas cooking stove in the kitchen.  

We’re glad to report that the City of Solon is in the pro-

cess of tiling the back yard of the parsonage to control 

drainage.  They are also widening the entrance to the 

drive (it’s not an alley) behind the parsonage.  

Another water heater went bad and had to be replaced, 

this time at the FLC.   

—Verlee, Trustees Chair 



 

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout 

your time of need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card (located 
in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you would like to add your 
prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church office at (319) 624-2288, 
or email us with your request. 

Chrisa brings up college students, approaching 
midterms and the stress that brings. 

Phil—prayers for the parents and boy with au-
tism who ran away in the park, and was later 
found dead. 

Nancy’s husband, Brad, having medical tests. 
Tess Richards—prayers for their dog. 
Scott Nicol’s grandson, Kyle, suffering with some 

mental health issues.  
Deb Ruff in church only 4 days after knee re-

placement surgery! And asking for prayers for 
daughter Abigail with upcoming decisions.  

Colleen Peterson Grace ’s daughter, Ruth, teach-
ing in Taiwan.   

Pastor Ken hurt his back mid-month, prayers for 
healing, and incentive to get back into an ex-
ercise routine.       

Victims of Hurricane Michael, so much destruc-
tion, and lives lost or altered—prayers for 
rebuilding and recovery . 

 Ruth Ann Richards was in Mercy hospital in IC, 
may she be able to stay healthy.  

 Dolfi Kalm—who was dehydrated with flu or 
food poisoning symptoms.  

 

  Those recovering from illness and surgery:   
Tom Moore continue recovery—back surgery. 
Ed Haury came home 10/28, very weak from his 

back surgeries (Oct 9 & 11), continue prayers 
for recovery, please no visitors at this time.   

Lindy Hopp’s friend, Steph, thankful for no 
chemo, but will need radiation. 

Cathy Bogg’s brother-in-law, Mark, recovering 
from cancer surgery. 

John McFarland recovering from car accident in 
Mercy Cedar Rapids., now home. 

Mike Reeves’ continued recovery health issues.      
Brittany’s roommate’s mom, Alexis – brain injury  
Betty Buchmayer continued recovery in Lisbon 

rehab/care center. 
Cathy Bogg’s daughter, Stephanie, continued 

recovery from surgery.  
Matt Bruegge had open heart surgery October 

19, surgery went well and was released and 
went home on 10/24.   

Those who are uneasy approaching surgery: 
Coleen Pumphrey’s daughter, Jill, surgery sched-

uled this week.  
Ivy Crowell’s grandmother hip replacement sur-

gery later in November. 
 

 
Those who have recently lost loved ones: 
Family of Dorothy Linnell who passed on Oct 4. 
Margaret Korpel and family upon the death of 

her mother, Elvira Knight, 94, on Sat, Oct 27. 
Family of Gary L. Willey, 65, passed away Friday, 

Oct 26, battled cancer.   
Family of Mary Stahle, 90, who passed away 

Thursday, Oct 25 at SNCC.   
Karen Moeckli and family following Phil’s death 

10/16 and service 10/30.  
Families impacted by shootings and other sense-

less violence. 
 

 Scott Nicol still missing Teri, upon this anniver-
sary of her death, but thankful for the sup-
port from church family and friends.   

Thanks for the beautiful fall weather! 
Verlee—happy that the Smith family can 

come together to celebrate what would 
have been Gretchen’s 99th birthday!   

Dan Boggs happy to have his family here as they 
gather to bury his dad’s ashes.    

Connie Railsback—thanks to all who donated 
items, money or work to the UMW missions. 

Jane Meyer celebrating Ginny Kunkel’s clean 
CAT scan & renewed health.  

 Celebrating October Birthdays—Lisa Schroeder 
10/28,  Al Hulse 10/27,  Pastor Ken 10/  

 Richards’ cousin Ryan serving in the army is 
back for a visit!    

Tom Moore—happy birthday, & he thanks eve-
ryone for all the cards, prayers and food!  

Joy that Betsy Saupe’s heart ablation procedure 
went very well! 

Bess Telecky reminds us we have much to be 
thankful for in Solon, IA.  

Thanks to Ivan H. for doing such a great job in 
deciphering the numbers for finance! 

Ken & Chrisa-thankful for visitors: their oldest 
daughter and Harold & Joyce Templeman.  

Deb & Paul Miller celebrating 43rd anniversary!  
Lynn Silberstein—5k’s and the joys of running 

and walking especially for a cause! 
Al Hulse—joy for Sydney and her parents mov-

ing to their new home.  
Congratulations to Dustin Paulson and Alison 

Roe new son Keith Paulson born 9/20/18.    
 

10/21 Flowers on the altar  in loving memory of 
Gretchen Smith.  

KLEPPE, Keegan 11/01 

FITZPATRICK, Jennifer 11/02 

VAN ROEKEL, David 11/02 

BRANSKY, Emily 11/03 

KERKOVE, Travis 11/04 

HERDLISKA, Ron 11/05 

BLANKENHEIM, Kurt 11/07 

GREGOR, Hannah 11/07 

KERKOVE, Brianna 11/07 

MOTTINGER, Chris 11/08 

JACOB, Jim  11/09 

ROE, Alison  11/09 

TELECKY, Bess 11/10 

HARRINGTON, Alan 11/11 

LORENCE, Joan 11/11 

NOSKA, Carlie  11/11 

RICHARDS, Beth 11/11 

REISECK, Rose 11/13 

FITZPATRICK, Shawn 11/14 

HOFSOMMER, Nick 11/14 

ENGEL, George 11/15 

ERHART, Alayna 11/15 

METZLER, Zachary 11/15 

HENRY, Gabrielle 11/16 

KLEINSMITH, Selma 11/16 

WINEGAR, Tate 11/16 

WOESSNER, Leah 11/16 

CANADY, John  11/19 

HASSELBUSCH, Ivan 11/19 

PUETTMANN, Ron 11/19 

SCHMIDT, Reagan 11/19 

STEBRAL, Lexi  11/21 

LOCKE, Tyler  11/24 

LEVIN, Tara  11/25 

LUTZ, Cade  11/25 

KESSLER, Justin 11/27 

WEARS, Wendy 11/27 

HAUSER, Julie  11/28 

DVORSKY, Brittney 11/29 

RUFF, Debra  11/30 

Do you have a birthday in this month  but don’t see your birthday listed? Contact the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com.  
 

Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your birth year to be able to enter in the software. 

mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
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Solon, IA  52333 

8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship  
9:00 AM —Sunday School 

9:00 & 11:00 AM – Fellowship 
 

Church Phone:  (319) 624-2288 
Address:  122 North West St., Solon, IA  52333 

Church Website:  www.soloniaumc.org 
Church Facebook:  Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ   
for the transformation                

of our world  

Return Service Requested 

  122 North West St.,  Solon, IA  52333 

Rev. Ken Ferguson,  Lead Minister 
Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Music & Discipleship 
Deb Sheets, Office Administrator 
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries   
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries  
TBD, Accompanist 
Mary Kucera,  Director of Hand Bells  
Penny Tompkins, Treasurer 
Jon Lorence, Custodian 
Jerrod Hilton, Security 
Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff: 
 Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J, Selma K & Alex L 

http://www.soloniaumc.org

