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Beyond Sunday Morning :

Fresh Bread Ministry!
How many bread makers do we
have out there? Remember how
easy it is to spend five minutes
combining ingredients in the pan,
turning on the bread machine and
enjoying fresh bread three hours
later? Perhaps you enjoy kneading out the dough and watching it
rise the old-fashioned way…Well
here is your chance to use your
baking skills for a good cause.
The Solon Community Food Pantry is welcoming loaves of fresh baked bread
every week. The process is simple...with little flour, a wee bit of effort and lots of
LOVE, you can really help out those in need in our very own community. Here
are the rules:
1. Must be fresh baked, ie. no older than 48 hours when delivered on
Sunday.
2. Bag all bread, only after it is fully cooled, using a plain ziplock bag
or clear plastic wrap.
3. Label the bag with: 1)Name, 2)Date of baking, 3)Ingredients
4. Since we are commissioned to spread the Good News, feel free to
include an uplifting Bible verse!
5. Drop off your bread at the SUMC pantry shelf on Sunday for Food
Pantry distribution on Monday.
That’s it! Maybe you have friends and neighbors who don’t go to church, but like
to help others…this would be a great way to get them involved. This ministry will
continue weekly until we hear otherwise from the Food Pantry. So God’s speed as
we help provide His daily bread to those less fortunate.
If you have questions, feel free to contact Ron Puettmann at 624-2103. Blessings!

Music Ministry - Love Songs
February is a good time to sing love songs and tell stories
about love! With Valentine’s Day right in the middle of the
month, February is often known as the month of love! I was
curious and googled “love songs” and found the top 100 love
songs of all times from oldies to modern classics. The top
four were: “Something” by the Beatles written in 1969, “The
First Time Ever I Saw Your Face” from 1972 by Roberta Flack,
“Maybe I’m Amazed” recorded by Paul McCartney in 1977,
and “Just the Way You Are” written by Billy Joel in 1977. I’m
glad they listed songs during those years because I really
don’t keep up with the popular songs of the last twenty
years! I’m sure many of the younger generations have not
heard of some of these songs and I wouldn’t have a clue
about today’s love songs!
As I think about worship and how we use music to share the
story of God’s love, I wonder what we might consider the
greatest love songs of the Christian faith? I’m guessing
“Amazing Grace” would be one of the top ones. How about
“The Gift of Love” or “My Jesus, I Love Thee?” There’s also
“More Love to Thee, O Christ” and “I Love to Tell the Story.”
Who could forget the song most of us have sung since childhood, “Jesus Loves Me?” There are songs that tell us about
God’s love for us and songs that tell our love for God. We
have a song that says we are defined by love - “They’ll Know
We Are Christians by Our Love.”

If we have to chose one word to be known by as Christians,
we are told it is to be the word “love!” When you think
about the church year, you realize love is always the topic.
We just finished Advent and Christmas and talked about
“love” coming into the world in the form of a baby in the
manger. We are now in the season of Epiphany which means
revelation, or the revealing of Jesus as God’s Son. As we go
through the month of February, we read the stories of Jesus
as he begins ministry, turning water into wine, bringing good
news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind
and freedom to the oppressed, calling his disciples and calling
us to be the body of Christ – all about love!
As we choose the songs we sing in worship, telling the stories
of Jesus and God’s love; I hope it inspires us all to carry love
into the world in song, in word and in action! Go spread
some love for God every day!
Pastor Lisa

SPRC—Staff-Parish Relations Committee
The Staff Parish Relations Committee welcomes two new members this year - Norma Novak and Phil Kakacek. We say goodbye to Bill Musgrave who completed his three-year term. Thanks to Norma and Phil for their willingness to serve and a big
thanks to Bill for the past three years of service!
We are still searching for a permanent accompanist. If you know of anyone who might be willing to fill this role, please have
them contact either Pastor Lisa or me. Even if someone can't commit to every Sunday, we'd welcome more people who can
play as they are available.
Our office administrators, Deb Sheets and Lindy Hopp, are now sharing the position with Lindy in the office during the mornings and Deb in the afternoons. When school is out this summer, Deb will resume the office duties until school starts again in
the fall, at which time Lindy will take over the position permanently. SPRC wants to thank both Deb and Lindy for their
flexibility and team work in meeting the church's needs!
We'll soon begin our requirement of evaluating our staff. If you would like to provide any input, feel free to do so. My email
is suewilkinson116@gmail.com.
—Sue Wilkinson, SPRC Chair

Have you ever wondered…
What it is like to live with
a mental illness?

How can I help support
those struggling with mental
illness?

What are the real struggles
faced by persons with
mental illness?

The four churches of Solon invite all members of the Solon community to join us for a
presentation to change attitudes, assumptions and stereotypes about people with
mental health conditions. Two representatives from the National Alliance for Mental
Illness (NAMI) will share their personal perspectives of mental illness, as presenters
with lived experience who talk openly about what it is like to live with a mental health
condition.

Session:

In Our Own Voice

Date:

Thursday, February 21, 2019

Time:

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Location:

Solon United Methodist Church
122 N. West Street
The trained presenters humanize the misunderstood, highly stigmatized topic of
mental illness by showing that it is possible—and common—to live well with a mental
health condition.

My Friends,
In the midst of climate change, Cultural climate that is, what are we
to do? Shall we as new people in Christ continue to act out as we once
did? Shall we yell and scream, demanding our way? Shall we then
assume people who are different are indeed bad to the core? Shall we
then feel justified to attack and bully them? In the current climate, as
change happens it seems so. However, what about we who call Christ
our King and Savior? Shall we continue in the same way as we once did?
Shall we take our culture and push it into God’s Kingdom?
My Friends let’s not shut-down our hearts and souls to the leadership
of our true King, Christ Jesus. Examine your own self and do not judge
and bully others. Writer Henri Nouwen said this:
“The spiritual life can be lived in as many ways as there are people. What is new is that we have moved
from the many things to the kingdom of God. What is new is that we are set free from the compulsions of
our world and have set our hearts on the only necessary thing. What is new is that we no longer experience
the many things, people, and events as endless causes for worry, but begin to experience them as the rich
variety of ways in which God makes his presence known to us. Indeed:

Has your heart truly been changed?
Shalom,
Ken

The Sunday school singers warmed the hearts of everyone at
the 10:15 service on Jan 27th with “This Little Light of Mine”.

The 5th grade class made unleavened bread, learning
about foods eaten in biblical times. Next week we will
read about manna and make “Manna Muffins”!

From the Sunday School bulletin board :
1 Corinthians 13:13 “And these three
remain: faith, hope and love. But the

In February, the Preschool- 4th grades will learn
about Family Wisdom, including Family Traditions
and Proverbs.
February dates to remember:
Jan 27, 8 am Children’s Time—Cash Turner and Dave Richards
are God's little Children too.

24th- Preschool - 5th grade sing at 10:15 service.

(K through 5th)
We meet every Wednesday in the Lower Level of the church at 6:15, right after the
family meal for activities and a lesson. (Note—for inclement weather, if school is closed
we will not meet.) All kids in K through 5 are welcome to join us any time, just come on
down and we’ll have a registration form for parents to fill out. Please contract Deanna
Kleinsmith zestmom@ southslope .net for more info.

Valentine Dinner

68

Get Involved….
Be Inspired
MISSION TRIP 2019

Get Involved…. Be Inspired
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Director Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High
School Youth Director mcatees@soloniaumc.org
stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org



Ignite 68 (6:30-8:00 pm) FLC - Led by Sami McAtee



Fired UP! (6:30-8:00 pm) FLC - Led by Jenn Stiegelmeyer
Scouting Sunday !
Sunday, February 10th we will be celebrating with
members of the local boy scout troop. The scouts will
participate in the service by being ushers and will
serve at the 9 am fellowship time between services.
Please come and meet some of our scouts and hear
about their goals and accomplishments.

The 2019 mission trip
destination is Indianapolis,
July 21st thru July 27th. We
will be serving in soup
kitchens, homeless shelters,
kids clubs, and doing home
projects/repairs. We are
excited for this opportunity!
If you are in 8th - 12th grade
and interested in going on
this mission trip, please
contact Jenn Stiegelmeyer
at stiegelmeyerj
@soloniaumc.org.

C3 (Crafts, creativity, and Christ)

Sisters of Strength (SOS):

We meet the first Thursday of the
month, February 7 at 6:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall. Our craft project
will be a simple painted wood
pallet sign. Dimensions approximately 20 1/4 x 5 1/4 inches. Bring
your own saying. We will trace the
sayings on the boards using
graphite transfer paper and fill in
with paint. Please RSVP to Nancy Worrell to ensure you get a
board. Items to bring: saying to fit 20 x 5 inch board, and a dull
pencil. All are welcome. See you Thursday 2/7 at 6:30.

Coming up in 2019:
January 7-February 18: War Room by Chris Fabry

RSVP or Questions-Contact: Nancy nancybradworrel@southslope.net

Questions: Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.

or 319-624-3066

February 18—April 15 (no class 3/18 due to spring
break) From the Edge of the Crowd by James E Sargent
April 22—May 20 (May 20 will be a planning meeting )
Everyday Matters by L. Gregory Jones
You will need to get your own copy of the books except for
Everyday Matters. The church has enough copies of this book.
We meet Mondays at 6:30 FH or choir area. Feel free to share this
information with friends, families, co-workers or your neighbors.
Anyone can join at any time.

WOMEN’s Conference Sponsored by St Mary’s in Solon
Saturday, February 9th, 8am-4:00
8:00am Mass; conference is from 8:30-4:00, lunch included
Anne Costa travels from Syracuse, NY. Anne shares: I am an ordinary wife and mother who lives an extraordinary
life in Christ thanks to a list of life’s second chances: From my journey back to the Catholic Faith, through recovery from
addiction and experiences of deep loss of loved ones. Anne Costa will lead a day of renewal helping women understand, embrace and live their feminine genius -with the wisdom and help of St. Edith Stein. Conferences are $20/
person. For more information & to register online: www.solonstmary.org or call the parish at 319-624-2228.

UMW kicks off the 2019 year on February 6th at 1:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall . All women are invited. Julie Kessler will present a
program entitled Persistent Women. Hostesses will be Connie
Koeppen and Chrisa Ferguson. Bingo at the Care Center will be on
Valentine's Day with Jeanne and Coleen providing cookies. If you
haven't picked up your 2019 program brochure, please do so from
the UMW mailbox in the hallway, or see the one posted on the
bulletin board opposite the rest rooms.
The Methodist Men’s Annual Soup Supper will be Friday, March 1
from 5–7pm. Live entertainment by Leo Shima. (see flyer pg 4)
Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family Life
Center. The SUMC men are studying the Bible.
Interested? - call Mike Turner at (319) 624-2061.

Welcoming Statement.
Related to this topic is the BIG church’s action related to the future
of the Methodist church and its position in the Book of Discipline
related to homosexuality in the church. Information on this has
been shared, and a good overview of three plans before the
General Conference at their February meeting is available in the
weblink below. We encourage all to become informed on this
important decision for our church.
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/opinions-still-vary-on-theway-forward
CHURCH & SOCIETY MINISTRY TEAM
As the new year begins, SUMC Church and Society (C & S) Ministry
Team invites congregation members and other interested parties
to join in advancing our mission to bring healing in the midst of
strife, justice in the midst of brokenness, and love in the midst of
hate. The C & S Ministry Team is called “to ignite followers of
Christ to impact our world”.
During the past year, we have advanced two primary emphases.
The first addressed issues related to human sexuality and the second mental health. The C & S Ministry Team has offered educational programming around the issues of LGBQTI inclusion in the
church and advanced a Welcoming Statement that clearly demonstrates welcoming of all people, including those of varying sexual
orientations and gender identities. The C & S Ministry Team
Welcoming Statement, as well as two alternatives, have been
shared with the congregation by the Church Council to solicit input
to guide their decision in January regarding a change in our current

MISSIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
Recent CollectionsHeifer International $216.00
Housing First Donations of $474.08
Human Relations $179.31
Upcoming collectionsJanuary 20th Human Relations Day
January 27th United Methodist Builders
February 10th Disability Awareness Sunday
As we start a new year and they end their terms we

Related to Mental Health, the four churches of Solon have united
in a Mental Health Collaboratory that supported three seminars in
the Fall focused on increasing awareness and knowledge and
reducing stigma associated with mental health challenges. The
group is beginning planning for additional activities around this
topic in 2019. On February 21st two representatives from NAMI
will share their personal perspectives of mental illness. Come hear
“In Our Own Voice” on Feb 21 from 7:00—8:30 at SUMC.
We invite anyone interested in engaging in service that addresses
civil and human rights, economic justice, environmental justice,
health and wholeness, peace with justice and issues of women and
children, please join us at our monthly meetings. We will be establishing our plans for the coming year related to initiatives for our
church and Ministry Team. We meet at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship
Hall on the 4th Tuesday of each month. Our next meeting is
February 26 at 6:30pm. Hope to see you there!! Contact Keela
Herr (Chair) for more information at keela.herr@gmail.com.

want to thank Judy Grecian and Karla Puettmann for all
their work on Missions. Big thank you to Karla for doing
the annual Missions report!
Brooklyn Dvorsky will be doing a donation drive for the
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital and collect items
of new toys, coloring books, crayons, markers, gift cards
and cash donations to buy such items. She will have a
box at the church to collect donations from February 1st February 28th. This is her volunteer/service project for
the National Honor Society Chapter at Solon.

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com.. Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon, newsletter announcements are due by the 20th of each month. Thank You.
Thank you — To Ron Puettmann who
purchased and installed new furnace
filters for the FLC —Thanks Ron!
Mental Health Program—February 21,
7pm, “In Our Own Voice” presented by
NAMI. Pg 4
UMW kicks off the 2019 year on February
6th at 1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. pg8.
C3—February 7 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship
Hall. Our craft project will be a simple
painted wood pallet sign. Please RSVP
to Nancy Worrell to ensure you get a
board. Pg 8
Iowa City Hospice Volunteer Training –
Become an Iowa City Hospice volunteer:
The life you change could be your own!
Our next volunteer training is February
1st and 2nd. Find more information
and
our
new
brochure
at
www.IowaCityHospice.org/volunteer
Pianist—Solon United Methodist Church is
seeking a pianist/accompanist to perform piano music for two worship services each Sunday, including hymns,
prelude, postlude and offertory. See
the website or talk to Sue Wilkinson or
Pastor Lisa for more info, or submit a
resume to soloniaumc@gmail.com
Get Your “Ship” Together Saturday, February 23, 9am-12:30pm, SUMC Fellowship Hall. Professional speakers—Dan
Kramer and Teddy Widdel will be holding this event to inspire you to get on
the path of finding more peace, love
and joy in your life. To sign-up contact
Dan at djkramer@aol.com.

OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE: In an effort
to help be efficient and timely, please
use our main E-mail: soloniaumc@gmail.com for ALL questions,
concerns or other correspondence to
reach the Office Administrators.
St Mary’s Blood Drive—Feb 14, 3:30-6:30,
Parish Hall, 1749 Racine Ave NE, Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus . To
schedule an appointment email Kevin
Hayes at iknewu2@aol.com.
SAVE THE DATE! St. Mary’s in Solon is
holding Vacation Bible School 2019
July 15-19, 8:30-11:30a.m. Registration
forms will be available in March. We
have the opportunity to again partner
with St Mary’s and volunteer for leadership positions for their VBS, or we can
hold our own VBS at a different time,
and there would then be two weeks
available for Solon kids to participate in
VBS. Any adults or teens that would
like to be a leader/helper for VBS this
year, please contact Pastor Lisa, or sign
up on the clipboard and indicate your
preference.
Tanager Place recently opened in Coralville to serve Johnson County families
and children. They work with all ages—
children and young adults, and families
with a variety of needs, including but
not limited to autism disorders, ADHD,
ODD, and trauma. If you or someone
you know might benefit from their
services there is more information and
referral forms are available on the
bulletin board by the office.

Have You Found Pastor Lisa?

Brooklyn Dvorsky is collecting for UI
Stead Family Children’s Hospital,
throughout the month of February.
The donation box is in the foyer along
with a list of suggested items.
(primarily new toys, games, gift cards
or cash). You can also find the list by
going to our website and clicking on
the link on the announcement.
Valentine Dinner this year will be
February 10th, 2019. This is a youth
fundraiser for their mission trip, and a
chance to enjoy a wonderful gourmet
meal with your special someone. Tickets are now $30 apiece/$60 per couple,
and can be purchased from a youth
member between services or call Jenn
Stiegelmeyer at 331-2052. (see the
mouth watering menu and other details
on the youth page 7).
Blue & Gold Banquet. Cub Scout Pack 120
is holding their annual Blue & Gold Banquet on Monday, February 18, 2019. It
begins at 6pm and ends around 8pm.
We begin with a potluck and celebrate
the Cub Scouts who are bridging up to
Boy Scouts.
Fresh Bread Ministry—the food pantry
loves donations of fresh bread. Pg 2
Old Gold Diner dates to remember:
February 6—February Birthday Party!
February 11-site council
February 12-city of Solon rep speaks
February 14– foot clinic, AM by apptmt.
February 20—lunch with 4th graders
February 27—Just Mike entertains

If you’ve looked for Pastor Lisa lately, you’ve surely
noticed she’s no longer in the office at the bottom of
the front stairs. Jill Weetman and Deanna Kleinsmith
have taken over that space as a workroom and
storage space for Sunday School and Trailblazers, as
well as providing a little storage for some AV equipment. Pastor Lisa has vacated her former office, but
we found her tucked away in the room at the bottom
of the back entrance stairs, adjacent to the area used
by the Solon Food Pantry, and where the kids have
choir practice. This office has more space, and is
closer to the music storage and practice areas.

Zangerle’s family following his death
12/26.
Fred Bark’s brother Ron suffering with a
broken hip, prayers for his recovery.
Margaret Kunkel hospitalized with respiratory issues.
Sami McAtee— mother Kris who was
hospitalized for an infection in her leg,
looking to find the cause
Kay Geguzis—daughter-in-law Kim who
lost her mother this week
Karen McGill—continued prayers of
healing for John McFarland now that
his neck brace is gone and is without
a cane
Karla Puettmann—Sister, Kris, going
through chemo after surgery
for
breast cancer
Lauderbaughs—Arnie and his recovery
following knee replacement surgery
on 1/28

Al Hulse—thankful for the beautiful music provided by Marian, John & Nancy
and the choir.
Ed Haury—Thankful for everyone in our
church family who has sent thoughts
and prayers of healing during his surgery.

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card
(located in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship. Or if
you would like to have your prayer request sent to our church-wide prayer chain,
please call the church office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request.

Office Hours for SUMC Staff
If you need to catch one of the SUMC staff while they are in the office, here
are the times you’re most likely to find them in the office. If you need to
reach a staff member, personal phones are also included.
Lisa: Mon & Tues 9:30-1:30, Wed 4:30-9:30, Sunday mornings
(319-325-4566)
Ken: Mon through Thurs 9:00 am—1:00 pm, Sunday mornings
(712-790-9738)
Lindy: Mon and Wed 8:45—11:45, Tues & Thurs 8:15—11:00
(319-899-8586)

Deb: Mon, Wed, Thurs 11:00 –2pm and Fri days 9:00— 1pm
(319-573-4612)
Penny: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 7:30 am—1:00 pm

MCATEE, Anna

02/01

WERNING, Holly

02/01

HAURY, Denise

02/02

HAWKS, Landon

02/03

HEARN, Tina McCoy

02/03

JEDLICKA, Terri

02/03

KRAL, Tim

02/03

PUETTMANN, Tyler

02/03

KRAMER, Daniel

02/04

MOSTROM, Kale

02/04

MISEL, Kara

02/05

FELDKAMP, Katelyn

02/06

WERNER, Colin

02/06

WEAR, Landen

02/07

HAVEL, Carly

02/09

KROUL, Elizabeth

02/09

RECKER, Kera

02/09

FISHER, Lauren

02/10

GUINN, Kendall

02/10

DONOVAN, Dulce

02/12

WEAR, Seth

02/12

KEITH, Connie

02/13

JACOB, Lori

02/14

KEELE KOBER, Ethan 02/14
JEDLICKA, Charlie

02/15

MCGILL, Trevor

02/15

SCHWAB, Dick

02/15

HAND, Elizabeth

02/18

MISEL, Chris

02/18

HOPP, Adam

02/19

ALLEN, Maxon

02/20

LOGAN, Benjamin

02/22

HAMMERS-CROWELL, Jackie 02/26
DONOVAN, Dante

02/28

Do you have a birthday in this month but
don’t see your birthday listed? Contact
the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com or
624-2288.
Be sure to give your month, day, and
year. We need your birth year to be able
to enter in the software.
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation
of our world
Rev. Ken Ferguson, Lead Minister
Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Discipleship and Music
Lindy Hopp & Deb Sheets, Office Administrators
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries
TBD, Accompanist
Mary Kucera, Director of Hand Bells
Penny Tompkins, Treasurer
Jon Lorence, Custodian
Jerrod Hilton, Security
Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff:
Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J, Selma K & Alex L

8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship
9:00 AM —Sunday School
9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship

Church Phone: (319) 624-2288
Address: 122 North West St., Solon, IA 52333
Church Website: www.soloniaumc.org
Church Facebook: Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa

