
 

 

Church & Society      pg 1 

Worship Schedule  pg 2 

Attendance & Nursery Info  pg 2 

Music Ministry  pg 2 

Seeing the HOPE       pg 3 

Eco-Palms       pg 3 

Adult Opportunities  pg 4 

UMW / UMM News  pg 4 

Potluck w Jaye Johnson pg 5 

Earth Day Celebration pg 5 

April Showers pg 5 

Christian Education News pg 6 

Looking ahead-Camp, VBS    pg 6 

Trailblazers  pg 6 

Confirmation  2019 pg 7 

PE Scholarships   pg 7 

Youth Ministry   pg 7 

Mission Moments pg 8 

UMW Missions      pg 8 

Finance & Stewardship pg 9 

Announcements & Events pg 10 

Grand Piano Revival? pg 10 

Prayers & Celebrations pg 11 

Solon Senior Support pg 11 

Birthdays pg 11 

   In This Issue 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do any of the words above touch a nerve or 
strike a chord or ignite a passion with you?  - 
Come and check out the SUMC “Church and 
Society Ministry Team”.  We offer individuals 
an opportunity for exploring shared interests 
and becoming actively involved in helping to 
impact our world in positive ways.   

Our Purpose: God’s abiding love binds us to-
gether as a people and sends us forth to bring 
healing in the midst of strife, justice in the midst 
of brokenness, and love in the midst of hate. 
The Church and Society Ministry Team is called 
“to ignite followers of Christ to impact our 
world.” 

Potential Areas of Focus:  Clean Water, Climate 
Justice, Criminal and Restorative Justice,         
Disabilities, Domestic Violence, Drug Addiction, 
Food Insecurities, Gun Violence, Human Sexuali-
ty, Human Trafficking, Immigration, Mental 
Health, Peace with Justice, Poverty, Racial     
Discrimination.   We welcome any individuals 
with interest to join us. Bring your own passions 
and help plan initiatives to make a  difference in 
the lives of others.   We meet  every 4th Tuesday 
at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall to advance our 
goals. Our next meeting will be March 26th at 
6:00pm.  Hope to see you there! 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seminar In Our Own Voice was offered Feb. 
21 with two speakers from the National Alliance 
for Mental Illness presenting videos of others 
and sharing their own personal journeys with 
mental illness.  An engaging  dialogue  increased 
understanding of what each experienced in  
recognizing their illness, their lived  experiences 
in managing their illness and its impact on oth-
ers, & raised hope for the future.   

NAMI Walk.  NAMI is the nation's largest grass-
roots  mental  health  organization.    It provides 
support, education and advocacy for millions 
of Americans affected by mental illness. As 
such, it is a lifeline for many people and families 
who need a place to turn—NAMI gives them 
help and hope.   

The four churches of Solon collaborating on 
mental health programming have established a 
community walking team to join the NAMI 
Walk.   

Our Community Team is called 

      Solon Striders:  Walking with Purpose.    
Mental Health Awareness—NAMIWalks 

Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019 
Location: Terry Trueblood Recreation 
Area Iowa City 
Check In:  8:30 am 
Walk Starts:  10:00 am 

 

Please consider joining us on this walk, and/or 
donating to the team through the NAMI web-
site. We have set a fundraising goal of $5000 
but would love to raise much more, as all dona-
tions directly support the mission of NAMI.  We 
will also have a sign-up table at Fellowship time 
on Sunday April 14 and 21. 

For more information go to      
      https://www.namiwalks.org/team/27832 

The link will take you to a page that contains 
details of the walk as well as links to register 
(“join our Team”) and to donate to this event 
(“Support Us”). 

If you have any questions, contact Keela Herr at 
319-389-5173 or keela.herr@gmail.com .  Thank 
you for your support! 

--Keela  

https://www.namiwalks.org/team/27832
mailto:keela.herr@gmail.com


 

 

       

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

Nursery is available every Sunday from 8:00—11:15 am for children infant to 

age 5 in the lower level of the church by trained paid staff. 

The music of Easter is filled with Halleluiahs!  We rejoice that Christ is 
risen from the dead!  The darkness of the season of Lent and the tragedy of  
Holy Week is remembered on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, but is      
replaced by Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Day!  The power of God is displayed 
as we sing about the stone being rolled away and death being overcome by 
life eternal in God’s hands.  It reminds us to cast all our doubts and sorrows 
away because the earth is reborn and we are given new life through Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross.  

We are called to remember the price of our forgiveness paid with Jesus’ life 
and to sing songs of joy and gladness in our redeeming!  One of the great    
moments is the Palm Sunday celebration with the children waving the palm 
branches and shouting and singing hosanna and halleluiah!  There is one final 
instruction from the lessons of Lent and the celebration of Easter – go and     
proclaim the Good News!  Give thanks and rejoice in God’s blessings!  

I take this time to give thanks for those who share the Good News through  
music.  They share their time and gifts of music in singing, playing bells, piano or 
instruments; lifting their spirits and ours to praise God in many ways.  We are 
so blessed to have three accompanists, a youth bell choir, the Celebration Bell 
Choir, the Sunday School singers, the Double Quartet, the Chancel Choir and 
many others who share their talents as soloists, instrumentalists and ensembles 
to enhance our worship experience each week.   

As we continue the journey of Lent in the coming weeks, say thank you to those 
who lead worship, provide music and open a pathway to draw near to God.  
Music opens our minds and hearts and allows us to sense God’s presence.  May 
we be thankful for God’s faithfulness and the blessings God gives us as we are 
invited to worship and praise God’s holy name together!                                    
             Blessed Easter!  Pastor Lisa 

  

March  Worship Attendance 

              8:00            10:15       Total 

 March 3  28  165        193 

 March 6       7:30 pm  110        110 

 March 10     45    70        115 

 March 17              42    56          98   

 March 24     61    60        121  

http://fccfaithful.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/worship_3529c.jpg


 

My Friends,  

My Dad was a builder at heart.  He was a teamster when the 
word meant you were a person who worked with horses.  He 
was a carpenter.  He was a Navy Seabee and Navy Diver.  He 
was a family man who was always asking questions and   
looking and building. 

Looking back over the years I remember watching my Dad 
look at a house as if it was a living breathing creature,   
whether it was our home or a friend’s home.  Was it plumb 
square, was it solid from the ground to the roof?  He was a 
realist who did not understand my call to Ministry until he 
saw me lead worship, then he said he understood.  This was 
important to me, for my Dad, the builder of houses, homes 
and family to understand that my passion came from Him.  
We were very different, yet very much the same.   

Because of my Dad, I have been wrestling with many 
thoughts lately.  In particular with what has happened and is 
happening in the General Church of the United Methodist 
Church.  In the last few weeks I have wondered what         
happened to the foundation of our General Conference.  I 

have watched and seen the 
plumb line falter and the bubble 
on the   level slide away.   

I have heard too many speak 
harshly about those with whom 
they do not agree.  Even the idea 

of Unity has been laughed at and dismissed as impossible.   I 
have read too many articles which seek to fan the flames of 
separation and diversion.  It breaks my heart to hear, read 
and see this is my Church family.  So I have been waiting for 
some hope, and I have been praying for what I need to do.  In 
the waiting and in the hope of my journey, I found myself 
entering the world of the Gospel of Matthew.  A world of  
parables to wrestle with and sort through.  A world of      
darkness and shadows with need of an interpreter and guide, 
to see the Hope! 

In the 13th chapter of Matthew the writer quotes the prophet 
Isaiah who says “You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
and you will indeed look, but never perceive.  For this        
people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of 
hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not 
look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and              
understand with their heart and turn-and I would heal them.” 

Matthew gives to us a number of parables with which to 
wrestle and debate and discuss.  One such parable is “the 
weeds and the wheat” or sometimes referred to as “the 
wheat and tares”.  The wheat in good and sown by the Son of 
Man. The weeds (tares) are not good and are sown by the 
enemy of the Son of Man.  For a time, and for a season they 
both look very much the same and to tear out the bad you 
risk  losing the good.  A difficult situation at best if we had 

hopes of separating the two.  However, the lesson is - it’s not 
up to me or you to do the separating, that is left to God and 
for the season of the harvest. 

 For now my friends we are to strengthen the community, 
and to follow the great commandment.  As Jesus said the first 
of the commandments is, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God 
is one Lord:  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength.  And love your neighbor as thyself.” 

             Shalom,    

                Ken  

                      Eco-Palms for our Palm Sunday Celebration   

Our congregation will be proudly waiving Eco-Palms on April 14 as we            

celebrate Palm Sunday.  We are helping palm harvesters in Latin America, 

their families and communities find pathways out of poverty. When we use              

Eco-Palms we know that the harvesters were paid fairly for them and that our 

purchase helps protect important forests and sustainable livelihoods in the    

harvesting communities. Community members will sort, package and sell the 

palms themselves — not via middlemen — so more of the money paid for the 

palms stays with the people who worked the hardest to provide them.  Be-

cause there is a steady market for the palms, locals are motivated to protect 

the forests (their source of income), ensuring harvests well into the future. 

So let us proudly wave our Eco-Palms, giving thanks to God! 

Seeing the HOPE! 



 

 

 

The Men’s Group will be hosting the annual Easter Breakfast 
and would welcome contributions of rolls and pastries as well 
as appetites for this event.  All proceeds will be going toward 
scholarships for our youth going to attend camp this summer.   

We are always looking for a few good men interested in 
attending our men’s group meetings, every Saturday morning 
at 6:00 am at the Family Life Center.  Contact Mike Turner at 
624-2061 for more information.    

The UMW will be meeting at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall 
on April 3.  District President Lynn Calvert will be 
presenting the Lesson "Reverse Mentoring for Revitalizing 
our Units", and mission projects will be discussed by 
Connie and Helen.  Hostesses are Coleen Pumphrey and 
Julie Kessler.  April Bingo representatives at the Solon Care 
Center are Jan Stock and Verlee Lauderbaugh. 
   

In addition we will meet for a Work Day on 
Tuesday, April 9th, 8 to noon, and we are 
collecting toiletries for Domestic Violence 
victims—see the list on page 8.   

  

 

Adult Sunday School—WESLEY Class:   
  
The Wesley Sunday School class is a book study that invites us on a spiritual 

journey of exploration & discovery.   

Our current book is “Less than Perfect” by Ann Spangler.  Come join us for 
some lively discussions— all are welcome @ 9:15am you’ll find us at the 
Family Life Center (FLC) in the lower level classroom across from the gym. 
 

Books, coffee, & occasional treats are supplied – so please reach out to Phil & 
Tawnia Kakacek for more details.    
 pkakacek@southslope.net, tawniakakacek@gmail.com, 624-3163      
  

Thanks,  -Phil Kakacek 

C3 (Crafts, creativity, and Christ)  Sisters of Strength (SOS):  

We meet Mondays at 7:00 in the choir 
area.  If you’re planning to join us — our 
final study before summer break will be:  

 April 22—May 20 “Everyday Matters”    
                         by L. Gregory Jones    
 There should be enough copies for eve-
ryone already, so you won’t need to 
purchase this book. Again, all are wel-
come! Bring a friend, neighbor, ac-
quaintance or daughter/mom. We will 
be meeting either in the choir area in 
the sanctuary or in Fellowship Hall at one of the tables if 
available.  Hope to see you all there. —Becky  

Questions: Contact Becky Lighty blighty@solon.k12.ia.us.  

We usually meet the first Thursday of 
each month,  at  6:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall—but due to a conflict with the Lent 
study we are meeting Monday April 1st. 
   

April’s project—is Sunset Painting. Karla 
will be leading us. Materials needed: 
Canvas, acrylic paints, brushes—large 
and small, pencil and ruler.  Some paints 
and brushes will be provided, but please 
bring your preferred colors and brushes 
if you have a supply.   

 

Questions: contact Karla Puettmann rkpuett@southslope.net       
                            ALL are welcome—come join us! 



 

 

POTLUCK —SUNDAY,  APRIL 7th , 12 Noon   
   Reverend Jaye Johnson will be with us to present the “Single Board Model”.   

This concerns a proposed change in how our church council/committees  
function.  Bring your favorite dish and table service and enjoy                                       

a potluck lunch during the presentation.     

 

The month of April we’re having a Shower for 
the church!  Your gifts may be placed on tables  
next to the railing in fellowship hall. 
 

Supplies needed include:  
  

Kitchen/Fellowship Supplies 
Coffee  (Folgers) – Regular   Coffee  (Folgers) – Decaf  Napkins /Paper towel rolls 
Lemonade (Countrytime)  Paper (no Styrofoam) cups (9 oz)  Paper plates – 6 inch 
 

Office Supplies/Misc.  
Card Stock—white    White copy paper  (8.5 x 11)  9V Batteries (no AA’s needed) 
Postage stamps!   Copy paper—light blue (pr partner) Scotch tape rolls for dispensers 
 

Sunday School Needs 
Markers or crayons   Glue sticks, glue   blunt scissors 
activity pads    Roll Paper for banners, …  Play-doh   
Kleenex– boxes     Small Hand sanitizer     Coloring books  
 

Maintenance Supplies (Not as fun but still a need!) 
Toilet paper      Toilet Bowl cleaner   Glass cleaner  

    Celebrate Earth Day 2019 with Us     

As beneficiaries of this divine creation, we should care for the earth, be wise stewards over it, and preserve it for  
future generations.  At SUMC we’ll be getting together to beautify Lake MacBride Park and our stretch of  Hwy #1.   

On Sunday, April 14th at 1:00 pm meet at the Lake Macbride State Park playground or the Family Life 
Center parking lot to carpool. We will work till 3:00 pm, and return to the church for PIZZA!   To find out more, talk 

to Lindy, Deb or Ron Puettmann. Rain date April 28th. 

1st ANNUAL  LAKE MACBRIDE COMMUNITY EARTH DAY EVENT 

Ways to volunteer 

 Pick up sticks at campground and picnic areas 
 Pick up LITTER ALONG THE WOODS’ LINE or HWY 1 
 RAKING FLOWER  AND LANDSCAPE BEDS THROUGHOUT THE PARK  
 Possible Painting projects  (Site posts, kiosks, and tables)    
 Provide treats for the hungry workers following the event 

EASTER BREAKFAST / CAMP FUNDRAISER — SUNDAY, APRIL 21st   
   Our Annual Easter Breakfast is fast approaching and will be held in the Fellowship Hall              
following the 7 a.m. worship service. Please see the sign-up sheet attached to the clipboard              

for donating breakfast supplies – or for helping out during the breakfast.  

   Baked goods (rolls, muffins, etc.) are encouraged, and can be dropped off in the kitchen                 
either Saturday night, or Sunday early AM.  

   A free-will donation will be available & All proceeds go into our Youth Camp Fund. 



 

Christian Education hour  9:00am to 10:00am.   Please join us! 
April is here already??  The Sunday school year is flying by!  We 
will have our last "regular" Sunday school on April 28th,        
followed by our End of Year Party on May 5th.  The year has 
been filled with blessings and fun events, from the Breakfast 
and Open House in September, to the Emoji-filled Christmas     
Program!  The kids have been a joy to teach and have learned so much 
about God, Jesus and Their love for us.   
 

As always, Sunday school teachers will be needed for next year. Please 
prayerfully consider volunteering your time for the kids!  I am also looking 
for a Sunday school coordinator or co-coordinator.  As most of you know, 
I have started a volunteer organization called Solon Senior Support, to help 
senior citizens in the community.  I know God has called me to do His work 
in this way, and I am so happy to serve our community!  But it has taken a 
huge amount of time and energy to coordinate and I am not giving Sunday 
school the time it needs and deserves.  So, please consider serving in this 
way- it's so rewarding!  Contact  Jill Weetman at weetmanj@yahoo.com.                  
 Blessings,  Jill 
 

  

 

 

 

  

Sunday School  
April 14, Palm Sunday—SS Singers  

     perform 10:15  service    

April 21— Easter Sunday — 

      No Sunday School today   

April 28—Last Day of Sunday 

    School Classes 

May 5—Sunday School Breakfast !  

 

Trailblazers meets every Wednesday after the family meal from 6:15 to 7:30 in the large 
room in the lower level of the church.   All are welcome.  Hope your kids can join us this 
SPRING!   For more information contact Deanna Kleinsmith at zestmom@ southslope.net  

 

Summer Camp information is available! We have information from the 
Iowa UM Camps which includes: Camp Okoboji, Camp Pictured Rocks and 
Camp Wesley Woods. There are many camp options from Day Camps (ages 4 
to 6), 3 day camps, weekly camps and mission camps.  Stop in the Christian 
Education office to pick up more information or visit the Iowa UMC website : 
www.iaumc.org/camps .   There is money available for Camp Scholarships, so 
if you need help to stretch the budget,  don’t let the cost keep you from apply-
ing.  Please call 624-2288  or contact Pastor Lisa for more information at    
319-325-4566 or  schroederl@soloniaumc.org.    

Summer Ministry Jobs are also available at these camps for persons  18 
years or older or they offer Jr. Staff for youth 16 years or older.  Training will 
be provided.  Visit the camps websites to apply.  

Mark your calendars!  S.U.M.C. will be hosting   Mark your calendars!  S.U.M.C. will be hosting   

Vacation Bible School July 30, 31 and August 1Vacation Bible School July 30, 31 and August 1stst!! 
                        Look for more information to come!   Look for more information to come!     

      QuestionsQuestions——Contact Selma Kleinsmith or Pastor Lisa.Contact Selma Kleinsmith or Pastor Lisa.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Sunday+School+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fHybHccLuPSZnM&tbnid=B5RP-lOVwHragM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nebcministries.org/?cat=366&ei=bv4EUrPSLoXuyQHox4FA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGHYbyQ9LYLUzZhg9
mailto:weetmanj@yahoo.com
http://www.iaumc.org/camps


 
 

 

On March 3 we celebrated an             
important moment in the faith journey 

of eleven youth in our church                  
- - Confirmation.  

Join us for   

 

The High School Youth Group will be going to HOPE LODGE in Iowa City on 
April 17th.  We will be providing the meal, serving it, and hoping to have 
some time visiting and playing games with the residents.  Our hope is to 
share the love of Christ with all we encounter.  

  

Mission Trip— Summer 2019: We still have a few open spots for our     
mission trip this summer to Indianapolis. The dates are July 21-27. Please 
contact Jenn Stiegelmeyer with questions or if you are interested. 

 

LAST DAY OF YOUTH GROUP—April 24, 2019. This will allow us to wrap up before we get into the crazy month of May! 
Youth group will resume in the Fall!  Thanks for letting your children attend our Wednesday night activities!                   
We are both so blessed to have this opportunity and to share God’s word and love through all of your families!                  
  

SUMC Youth Group Meetings  
FIRED UP YOUTH! 

 Wednesdays (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC 
  

Ignite 68—6th, 7th & 8th grade    
Fired UP! youth—High School 

LAST DAY FOR YOUTH GROUP:  April 24th   

Permanent Endowment (PE) Scholarships 

Did you know SUMC awards scholarships each year to HS Seniors who are going on to higher education.   
We encourage all of our HS Seniors to learn more and fill out an application by going to our website:   

http://soloniaumc.org/youth-group/permanent-endowment-scholarship/    
Deadline for submitting applications is April 19th, with awards being announced May 1 at SHS. 

Please remember to continue to 
support these young people as 
new members of SUMC, and by 

our example as we participate in 
the ministries of the church by 
our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts and our service, that in     
everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ.  

SUMC Confirmation Class 2019 

Front row:   Grace Fiala,   Mary Fiala,   

Brianna Kerkove,   Anna Jauron,   

Garrett Swan 

Back row: Jaynie Mottinger,            

Eleanor Gnida,  Zeb Kleinsmith,   

Luke Woessner,  Adam Smith,         

Kale Mostrom  



 

 MISSIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 Women at the Well $227.00 

 Food for the Poor    $109.00 

 Next up is Mar 31—UMCOR 
   

April:  We will collect for the following missions: 
 

 April 14 - Palm Sunday: African palm crosses will be 
distributed to families after the Palm Sunday service. 
These are hand woven by villagers near Masasi   
Tanzania. The African Palm organization uses funds 
to award grants for Humanitarian aid projects in   
Africa.   

   

 April 28 - Golden Cross Sunday:  which provides an 
opportunity to support camperships for children 
from all walks of life including those who have been 
abused or neglected, and for senior adults who have 
outlived their savings.   

 

 Thank you all for donating for the University of   
Iowa Children’s Hospital and collect items of new 
toys, coloring books, crayons, markers, gift cards 
and cash donations. 

April Mission Moments 

   If you have ideas/suggestions for Missions that our 
church can do, feel free to contact the Missions 
committee.  We would love to hear from you!  

tawniakakacek@gmail.com  

 

Children (and adults) are  

encouraged to bring  
coins for their “noisy” 
offering  during  the      
Offertory each week.  

All coins collected are 
designated for Missions, 
so these coins may go to 
help bring relief to those 
suffering from natural 
disasters, hunger and   
other missions through-
out the year. 

     UMW Mission Work 

   Monthly Mission Workday 

   The First Monthly Missions Workday was completed on  
March 12. The mission work agreed upon at the UMW 
meeting was to  complete a memorial for Mark Hearn for the 
American Cancer Society.  The American Cancer Society  has  
requested  scarves that can be distributed to those going 
through chemo treatments to use as a head covering.  There 
were 132 scarves cut out and are ready to be taken home by 
our seamstress for sewing.  Anyone interested in helping  with  
the sewing part of this project please contact Connie Railsback 
at railco@southslope.net or 319-430-9057. The completed 
scarves are assembled in plastic bags  with a message of Hope. 

     These  workdays  are  scheduled  for  the  second  Tuesday 
of each month from 8:00-12:00 from March through October.  
Please arrange your schedules so that you too can participate.  

Our next workday is April 9th.  Everyone is welcome! 

   Domestic Violence Intervention Project (DVIP) 

  UMW is currently asking for donations of the most requested 
items for the Domestic Violence Intervention Project in Iowa 
City (see list -upper right).  Your donations can be placed in the 
marked  container in Fellowship Hall until April 30.  On May 1 
a representative from DVIP will be speaking in  Fellowship 
Hall at 1:30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend this event. 

Items most needed by DVIP:  

 Towels (hand and body size) must be new 
 Wash Clothes 
 Twin Sheet Sets 
 Toilet Paper (constant need) 
 Hair brushes and wide tooth combs 
 Body Wash (home size) 
 Lotion (home size)   

  

Solon Care Center Delivery 

  Jan Stock  created  1 Fidget Mat and 8 terrycloth bibs for the  
Solon Nursing Care Center (SNCC).  These were delivered by 
Connie Koeppen in March.  This is an ongoing project to      
support our local SNCC needs. 

 

 

 



 
  

    I need to start this off by thanking my father who forced me 
to take Latin in middle school.  While all the cool kids got to 
learn Spanish, I was suffering through my third year of a very 
dead language. 

    On one particular day, we had a class exam.  The exam was 
to translate a passage from English into Latin.  The passage 
was from a Greek philosopher Heraclitus of Ephesus who was 
asked by a local Greek ruler to come up with a quote that 
would fit every occasion.  After much thought Heraclitus     
replied “The only thing constant is change”.  I never forgot 
that quote and how accurate Heraclitus was all those years 
ago. 

    I think this quote addresses the financial stewardship          
approach for SUMC.  For years SUMC has undertaken the     
process of a traditional stewardship campaign, with sermons 
from the pastor and pledge cards mailed out and completed 
by the congregation.  While this traditional method has been 
successful, it can no longer be relied upon as the sole method 
of achieving financial success.  Much has been written regard-
ing the need for more modern approaches to church finances 
such as taking advantage of today’s technology and interests. 
“The only thing constant is change”. 

    SUMC needs to broaden our approach to financial steward-
ship.  That does not mean abandoning the pledge cards and 
campaign – the pews will be supplied with cards and the    
sermons read.   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, there will also be new methods that will be bold 
and exciting, such as paying from a cell phone during the 
church service.  In this day and age, a portion of our congrega-
tion does not carry cash or use checks. We will be looking at 
faith based services similar to “GoFundMe” to fund select 
larger scale projects. We will also experiment with new meth-
ods such as contests the NCAA Men’s Basketball challenge - 
$10 entry fee.  All proceeds to the General Fund and it’s not 
gambling as there are no financial winners other than the 
church’s general fund – like a quilt raffle. 

    We will embrace change as over a hundred years of SUMC 
congregations have done before us. They lead the way (some 
smiling, some kicking and some screaming) and have dealt 
with similar challenges – just in a different time period.  We 
will not only meet our financial obligations, we will strive to 
achieve a margin that allows us to grow and do God’s work 
through our gifts and talents.  The only thing constant is 
change, and God is leading the way.   

    As I mentioned, I never forgot that Heraclitus quote and 
think of it often as I watch my kids grow and my hairline     
recede.  I’m also grateful to have made it through a grand   
total of four years of Latin.  Interestingly enough, a few years 
ago Jill and I were driving east on I-80 through Iowa into     
Illinois and saw a sign for the town of Silvis, Illinois.  I thought 
to myself that town must be full of trees and told that to Jill.  
Jill asked why I would think that – I replied that “silva”    
means “woods” in Latin……thanks again Dad. 

 

Financial Stewardship of the Solon United Methodist Church 

If you have any questions regarding church finances, please contact Dave Weetman,                                      
Chair, SUMC Finance Committee at 319-530-4987.   



 

 

 GRAND PIANO IN NEED OF REPAIRS – WOULD YOU HELP? 

We were blessed to receive a grand piano as a gift last July with no cost to the church.  A grand piano is a beautiful instrument 

and adds a quality sound and look to the sanctuary.  Over the past few months we have noticed some issues.  Sometimes     

adjoining notes play at the same time and the pedals not functioning correctly.  Remember this instrument is over 50/60 years 

old, was built in Japan and shipped to the United States at some point.  After calling a piano specialist to check it out, it  was    

discovered that the sound board has several cracks and needs to be replaced – probably due to the drastic climate change from 

Japan to Iowa and wherever it has been in between.  This would also require replacing the strings, tuning forks, hammers and 

padding.  The reconstruction would take about three months and cost approximately $12,000 and would basically make it a 

brand new piano.  The former owner was probably never aware of these issues because he never played the piano. 

We currently have very little in the budget for equipment/instrument repair and the Trustees do not want to increase that amount 

or take the money from other funds.  After announcing the need for the repairs in worship in March, Scott Nicol suggested we 

ask if there are people interested in creating a fund-raising effort to pay for the repairs.  Scott pledged $2,000 to start the fund.  

When the repairs are completed, the piano would essentially be comparable to a new piano valued at approximately $36,000.  

Would you be interested in donating to this fund?  If so, contact Pastor Lisa (319-325-4566 or schroederl@soloniaumc.org).  

This would be a wonderful way to support our musicians and show them how much we appreciate their music.  

            Pastor Lisa  (schroederl@soloniaumc.org, cell 319-325-4566) 

Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office                 
Administrator, Deb Sheets, at (319)624-2288 or sheetsd@soloniaumc.org.   Bulletin announcements are due by Thursday at Noon,  news-
letter announcements are due by the 20th of each month.  Thank You. 

 Volunteer opportunities:  
    UMW Workday –missions—Apr 9    
    Earth Day Cleanup—Apr 14  
    Easter Breakfast -Apr 21 
    Church Shower—month of April 
    Musical?—performers wanted  
    DVIP—items needed page 8 
    Supply treats for fellowship, etc.              
    Read with kids, see below 
  
 Summer Music — Hoping to fill our Sun-

days this summer with beautiful music!  
If you, your 
kids (any age) 
or someone 
you know 
would like to sing or play the piano or 
another instrument for our Special Mu-
sic we would love to have you.  Pick 
your Sunday(s) and sign up on the sheet 
on the piano. Thank you for blessing us 
with your talents!  

Children’s bags –Thanks Ruth Ann for re-
stocking these each week for the past 
year!  And thank you to Connie Rails-
back and her assistants for taking over 
the responsibility for restocking the 
Children’s bags  each week.  

Thank you — To Phil Kakacek for research-
ing the AV and headset problems to 
determine a solution for new audio 
equipment to improve communication 
for our services in the sanctuary.   

 

Are YOU interested in community activities 
to promote more interaction and coop-
eration among the church and commu-
nity?  If you want to join us in making 
opportunities for community outreach 
happen, please let us know 319-624-
2288 or  sign up on the clipboard. 

 

1st Annual Lake Macbride Community 
Earth Day Volunteer Event  is being 
hosted by SUMC  on Sunday April 14th 
from 1-3pm.  Come out and help pick up 
sticks, rake flower beds, pick up 
litter….afterwards  join in on some fel-
lowship, PIZZA, and homemade treats 
here at our very own fellowship hall.   
See  bulletin board for more info and 
the clipboard  to donate treats!    

Community Outreach Opportunity—Solon 
Community Schools are looking for 
Guest Readers to read to classrooms 
during the month of April for the “Win 
With Reading” program. Use the link 
below to sign up (also posted on our 
Facebook page) or call the church office:  

    https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d4aa5a923a46-winwith   

 

From Me to We workshop—April 16 or 
May 9, 7pm.  Create your financial fu-
ture together when you discover how to 
establish a solid financial foundation 
and partnership for your marriage.  For 
more information see Garret Locke or 
grab a flyer from the table in the foyer.   

 

Rev Jaye Johnson will be presenting the 
“Single Board Model”  on  April 7 at 
Noon in the  FH.  This concerns a pro-
posed change in how our church coun-
cil/committees function.  Bring your 
favorite dish and table service and en-
joy a potluck lunch during the presenta-
tion 

Worldlink is searching for 2 Solon Families 
to host a foreign exchange student for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  Contact 
Cindy Robinson  at 319-499-1849 or   
Cindy.WorldLinkLC@gmail.com for more 
information.   

Easter Lily fund.—If you would like to do-
nate an Easter lily in memory of, or in 
honor of someone, please indicate “Lily” 
in the memo portion of your check. 
Please print very clearly who you are 
remembering. Checks may be dropped 
in the offering plate or given to Deb or 
Lindy in the office.  There’s also a sign-
up on the clipboard. 

 

U of I is looking for young families with 
infants to participate in their Children 
and Parent’s Study (CAPS).  See the bul-
letin board for more info.    

 

Attention Solon HS Seniors—Scholarships 
are available from the United Methodist 
Foundation—see their website at http://
iumf.org/scholarships/ and see page 7 
for info on SUMC’s PE Scholarships. 

mailto:schroederl@soloniaumc.org
mailto:schroederl@soloniaumc.org
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30e0d4aa5a923a46-winwith&h=AT2DZlfr6XNw17xkWM85uzvJexp1j3gAL8282qXNMYoR9kMtjvDjCH2Lnqs-tTfXZs_G-YiA2OwEjC9r-ym8UNVkiShs9xiTBaA-QTbkxOjheEr8QrEWPcBWGvkJ7UI04Ks_VeZZJzEfKDj-lbspphBELn9oP4z


 

Do you have a birthday in this month  
but don’t see your birthday listed? 
Contact the Church at 624-2288 or 

soloniaumc@gmail.com.  
 

The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of need. If you 
have a prayer request, please fill out the Connection Card (located in the bulletin,) and 
place it in the offering plate during worship.  If you would like to add your prayer request to 
our church-wide prayer chain, please call the church office at (319) 624-2288, or email us 
with your request. 

In Our Prayers 
  

Jill Weetman– Dave’s Uncle passed away. 
Erharts—Wilbur’s cousin Vicki Stephens 

received the news that her cancer has 
returned and is not doing well. 

Ed Haury—Travel mercies for his wife, 
Denise, as she travels to Florida. 

Mary Kucera—For her sister Gail, and her 
family, after the death of her husband. 

Mary Sherer asks for prayers of healing of 
body & spirit for son, Charles Sherer.   

Orlane Huey & Kay Radenbaugh —may 
they be able to accept & adapt to 
change, and have the support of their 
church family.   

Pastor Lisa—Continued prayers For Grand-
daughter  Alexis (16), battling blood 
clots after ankle surgery, prayers for 
strength during doctor visits/treatment 

Prayers for all impacted by the floods & 
other weather, for victims of Etheopian 
airplane crash, & for Solon Seniors.  

For New Zealand & victims of hate crimes 
everywhere, may we  learn to love ALL 
our neighbors.   

Karen Moeckli  in Mercy Hospital under 
quarantine with pneumonia.  

  

KRUSE, Keenan  04/01 

TELECKY, Jim   04/01 

TOMPKINS, Penny  04/01 

EVANS, Erin   04/04 

VOLLBRECHT, Emma  04/04 

SAUPE, Betsy   04/05 

FREY-JACOBSON, Zoii  04/06 

LAUDERBAUGH, Darci  04/06 

RANARD, Ben   04/06 

EVANS, Lance   04/07 

KRAMER, Austin  04/07 

STIEGELMEYER, Westen 04/07 

STRANG, Yvonne  04/08 

LOGAN, Amelia   04/10 

LOGAN, Isabelle  04/10 

LEWIS, Elizabeth  04/14 

WEETMAN, Taylor  04/14 

LINDNER, Kearce  04/15 

LAWRENCE, Amanda  04/16 

DURR, Madison  04/18 

KNIGHT, Austin   04/18 

MECHTENSIMER, Amy  04/18 

TREPANIER, Oliver  04/18 

HANUS, Lee   04/19 

MACKE, Caidence  04/19 

HESS, Terry   04/20 

KLEPPE, Amanda  04/20 

MILLER, Austin   04/20 

LAUDERBAUGH, Verlee 04/21 

GUINN, Amelia   04/22 

PEARL, Roma   04/22 

HACKERT, Tory  04/23 

MCPHERON, Cassandra 04/23 

SMITH, Adam   04/25 

BOGGS, Cathy   04/26 

KERKOVE, Madison  04/26 

VOLLBRECHT, Tanner  04/26 

KUNKEL, Kacie   04/28 

KUNKEL, Sydney  04/28 

CALEF, Jamie   04/30 

DONOVAN, Gil   04/30 

ROY, Cheryl   04/30 

Prayers for the Haury family, Ed’s cousin, Lar-
ry, passed away March 20 in Grinnel.   

Loren Noska—healing following leg surgery on 
his right leg again on Mar 18.  

Anna McAtee—who fell and was in Mercy 
Iowa City hospital with infection.  

Betsy Saupe had back surgery March 27, 
D.R. Miller fell and was in hospital,  
Fred Bark whose brother passed away unex-

pectedly.  

Rejoices & Thanksgiving 

Barb and Dolfi Kalm celebrating their 55th 
wedding anniversary, Mar 31!  

Happy Birthday to Carol Richards, Mar 25! 
Thank you to Mary Kucera, Becky Lighty, Julie 

Houser, Scott Schroeder and Elaine Follon 
for helping organize and serve confirmation 
breakfast.    

 Ron Puettmann-May God bless you with His 
overflowing love and peace this week!  

 Jean & Fred Bark celebrate the birth of their 
18th great grandchild—April Rose 

Mar 17 & 24: Flowers on the altar donat-
ed by Marilyn Hansen.  

  

March 31  Flowers on the altar donated 

 

 

 

Solon Senior Support 
 

Solon Senior Support is off to a great start helping seniors in the communi-

ty!   With Spring weather coming soon, we have quite a few projects lined 

up and  need lots of adult and high school volunteers.  

For yard work, gardening, visits, baking/cooking, etc.                                            

There are so many ways to reach out and serve our community!  

To volunteer or request services for yourself or a friend/neighbor  

call 624-2773,  email solonseniors@gmail.com 

or call/text Jill Weetman at 319-330-8961.  
 

To donate: PO Box 131, Solon, Iowa 52333 

Volunteer interest forms are on the table by the front doors.  

They can be turned in at the office.  

mailto:soloniaumc@gmail.com
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8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship  

9:15 AM —Sunday School 

9:00 & 11:15 AM – Fellowship 

Church Phone:  (319) 624-2288 
Address:  122 North West St., Solon, IA  52333 

Church Website:  www.soloniaumc.org 
Church Facebook:  Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa 

Rev. Ken Ferguson,  Lead Minister 
Lisa Schroeder, Minister of Discipleship & Music 
Lindy Hopp & Deb Sheets, Office Administrators 
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries   
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries  
Hsin-Hui Liu, Donna McCullough & Marian 
   Andersen -Accompanists 
Mary Kucera,  Director of Hand Bells  
Penny Tompkins, Treasurer 
Jon Lorence, Custodian 
Jerrod Hilton, Security  
Lindy Hopp, Nursery Supervisor with nursery staff: 
  Annika K, Cassandra M, Jeannie J, Selma K & Alex L 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation                          

of our world 

 

http://www.soloniaumc.org

